Since it's the beginning of the school In the year that | have been at Hope,
year for some of us, | thought I'd write a we’ve worked to increase the opportunities
little about education. What is really for Christian education and faith formation
wonderful about our Lutheran heritage is for both children and adults. We have
that education has always been central. IfSainday School, Confirmation, First

time when only boys were usually Communion, and Vacation Bible School for
educated, Martin Luther advocated for  children. We've also been consistent in
girls to go to school as well. The offering adult Sunday School and we've

Reformation began in a university and  started a Bible Study on Wednesday
education, Christian or general, is an evenings. Each of these offerings is
intrinsic part of our shared faith formation.designed to continue to open us to the
Luther taught that parents are the first wonder of our faith and relationship with
Christian education teachers in their God, to open the scriptures up, to make
children’s lives. It is part of a parent’s them less intimidating, and sometimes to
baptismal call to form their children by  demonstrate their many complexities!
teaching them the Lord’s Prayer, the creed, | would encourage you to bring your
the ten commandments and about the  children to Sunday School, to attend Adult
Lord’s Supper. These are the main reasorSunday School or Wednesday Night Bible
that Luther wrote the Small Catechism, soStudy. If you can’t come every week, that's
that parents would have a resource to useokay. I've tried to design the classes so that
in their instruction. In fact, after each if you can’t come every week, you can still
statement of the creed or the get something out of coming once in awhile.
commandments, there is the question,  Of course, consistent attendance is great,
“What is this?” which is the question that too!
many toddlers ask their parents about We are very blessed to have a great faith
various objects they encounter. “Was ist heritage and it would be great if we were all
das?” is the very question Luther’'s own chomping at the bit to learn more about it! If
children asked him! you can’t come to any classes, | would
Our faith formation does not end with suggest you pick up a book to learn more
the end of our childhood. Rather, we are about the Bible or to learn more about being
called to continue deepening our faith andLutheran. Augsburg Fortress has some great
our understanding of the Bible and our  offerings or ask me for suggestions. God
knowledge about the world. It may be a calls us to know the Scriptures, so let’'s get
cliché, but it is possible to learn somethindearning!
new everyday!

This fall there’s lots of opportunity to learnbe Lutheran! This is supplemented by the ! "
Lutheran Handbook Il which can be pur-

Sunday mornings at 9 AM: chased for $11.99 (tax-free).
Christy Power will lead the children in Sun- # $
day School activities. Wednesday evenings at 7 PM:
We continue Bible study based on the Open-
To start of the school year for adults and ing the Book of Faith initiative. Beginning, % &

youth, we’ll be making our way through Thé/ednesday, September 3, we dive into the
Lutheran Course Il which includes a brief book of Revelation! Come and join us!
movie and discussion about what it means to



The Briarwood Vine

Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retrea t programs
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Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry § $: K "(& 12 % | # %%( ) #(! 0./.0%
Uplift and support each other, promote healing amdholeness, /"1, ( /( # (1"$ 1) +"$$, &( %%, "%"E # ,$8":!
provide service and means to act on needed prejémt our P %%, "'"$4 $" 1 # &,(#™*,A! (4
congregation and community, share our blessings and FF FF

thanksgivings, with all glory to God our Father, thugh the

power of the Holy Spirit and in the name of our k@ and sav- o ST HEE( #8( (&0 B ("% & 14
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MEETING DATE: Our next bi-monthly meeting will be $# "$0 " +$3
on Sunday, September 21, 2008 after worship service )/ 66 +/1 %"! & G+
in the Adult Classroom. We need your participation 0", 7 , "% 3

and support. Please join us. ) +( B#6 %%, " %"
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Dear Lord, thank you for this food.
Bless the hands that prepared it.
Bless it to our use and us to your service,
And make us ever mindful of the needs of others.
Through Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.




KItChen Angel F“ght WANTED: We always need more angels so consider this
SR Update our official invitation to join our ministry. We believe that
™ God is speaking to your heart as you read this appeal.

RQ Come and join us.
September 2008

Mark your calendars :
o o Our 2008 meetings and activities/projects:
Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran Sunday, September 21° after service — Meeting

Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian
comfort and assistance in the form of meals dur-
ing difficult times of illness and mourning for
church family members.

NOTE: Our next bi-monthly meeting will be on
Sunday, September 21 at 11:00 am in the Adult
Classroom.

H +# $ n (u (
We usually meet after service on the third Sunday ofeach 1$, 6 " 6 ( "$/(

“odd” numbered month (January, March, May, July, Sep- "% ) / 6" 6#3%, ()
tember and November) +( "% (*/ 6 " 6 ( ’ "$/(
Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our church +/ "%1"", 6 " 6#%, ()

secretary if you or a church member may be in need of
meals due to illness. Please remember we can't provide
our ministry unless we know there is a need and we need
your help to direct these needs to our point persons.
Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board for up-
dated information and new team assignments.

% % &
| %
L&)
!
+
o
" % .
4
|
'S % &

#$ %



Synod News Briefing

| 6 ;2
Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus

Nurturin g Famlilies

PASTOR JAMIE BRUNING is our synod’s new Youth Ministry Coordinator. Her ministry among us will fo-
cus on helping the synod fulfill its strategic goal of “nurturing and supporting our yodta@ilies”. In her part
time work, she will help identify, network and encourage all who are leadgosiin ministry in the synod. She
comes to us from the North/West Lower Michigan Synod where she was an AdsistenBishop working in
this same area. Her first call was to Faith Lutheran Church in Sidney, Micfli§89), after having graduated
from Texas Lutheran University and Luther Seminary. She is married ta Fasith Bruning (Resurrection,
Plano); together they have a newborn son, Nikhil Arun. Please welcome PastogBnudicall her for support
and information (214.206.5701).

Medical Mission to Sierra Leone around the synod
The NT-NL Synod is reaching out to our companion synod in yet anothger
new way. Plans are underway to send about twelve doctors and nurse“%epherd King, Lubbock, has dedi-
Freetown in February, 2009, to launch a Medical Clinic within St. Mark| -ated a new organ.

Lutheran Church there. This Medical Mission Trip will be preceded by 4King of Glory, Dallas, welcomed Ms.
gathering of medical supplies that will be shipped ahead of time. The M ‘?\fghcy Parker as Director of Children’d
cal Supplies will be packed in a shipping container on October 11 at St Ministry.

Paul Lutheran Church in Farmers Branch. Help this new endddvas! St. John, Grand Prairie, plans to begin
info atNews & Eventat NTNL.org. a Hispanic Ministry outreach.

First United, Dallas, offered a Festival
Vital Congregations — Just Communities of Music & Art.

Could your congregation step forward with greater confidence into publié Latino Youth Retreat takes place
life? Here is a “workshop that teaches skills that are essentigirboulti- | Sept. 19-20.

vating leadership and in addressing issues of the broader community,” [s2®n Gabriel, Alvarado, plans to buy
Pr. Chuck Hubbard (chair of the Public Witness DiscipleLife Team). Thgland for their new mission.
three-day workshop takes place at Briarwood on Nov. 20-22. At the VitgPpread the Spirit's Fireis at Living
Congregations workshop you will learn the principles, practices and arts¥erd, Grapevine, Sept. 27
organizing for public actiorMore info atNews & Eventat NTNL.org.

FYI... September Emphasis: Texas Lutheran University

HearDr. Martin Marty speak at King of Glory, Dallas, (972.661.9435) ama of their anniversary celebration: Sunday,
Sept. 28Religion in the Voting Boothnd Monday, Sept. 2&ollisions of Faith: the Risk of Hospitalit

On September 10th it is Build with the Bishop dayha and the synod staff help frame a Habitat houBert Worth as a
part of Thrivent Builds . Sign up to join them! Morenfo atNews & Eventsat NTNL.org.

TheNelson Children’s Centerin Denton offers the services of Pastor Ray Flacanm(©72.235.0343) who is available to
share the stories of the Center’s severely abuséaeglected children ages 6-15.

Our synodicalutheran Youth Organization has plans brewing for a Jr. High Gathering on Nlgk16 and a Sr. High
Gathering on Jan. 16-18. Both events will take @laicthe DFW Marriott South in Fort Worth.

TheCenter for Youth Ministries at Wartburg Seminary offers four different oppoiti@s this coming year to attend their 15
-day Certification School for youth workers. Mordgd at WartburgSeminary.edu.



Thrivent
Financial for
Lutherans — West Fort Worth
Chapter Update
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Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Brennan
215-280-4638 (mobile)
k.brennan77@gmail.com

9/2 Nikolai Frederik
Severin Grundtvig,
bishop, renewer of the 1961
church, 1872
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Church Council, 2008

President: Cheryl Watkins

Vice-President: Mollie White

Secretary: Julie Morton

Treasurer: Vacant

Financial Secretary: Sylvia Cone

Deacons: Carl Clark, Betty Leonard, Colwyn Power
Trustees: Joe Morton, Sam Rutherford, David Utech

Board of Education: Georgette Clark, Christy Powsgnn Sowders

9/18 Dag Hammarskjold,  Please pray this month
renewer of society,

especially for Texas
Lutheran University.

9/20 Nelson Wesley Trout, 9/7 Faith, Fort Worth; St.

9/9 Peter Claver, priest, bishop, 1996 Martin, Littlefield;
missionary to Candidates attending
Columbia, 1654 9/21 Matthew, Apostle and Seminary

Evangelist
9/13 John Chrysostom, 9/14 Good Shepherd,
Bishop of 9/29 Michael and All Angels Irving; Christ, Waco;

Constantinople, 407

9/30 Jerome, translator,
9/14 Holy Cross Day teacher, 420

9/16 Cyprian, Bishop of
Carthage, martyr, c.
258

9/17 Hildegard, Abbess of
Bingen, 1179

Bishop Hanson & the
ELCA

9/21 Faith, Sagerton;
Grace, Snyder; DL
Goal E: Generous
Hearts

9/28 Good Shepherd, The
Colony; All Saints,
Arlington; NT-NL
Synod Council
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