
ELCA PRESIDING BISHOP—TOWN HALL FORUM, SEPTEMBER 19  

    CHICAGO (ELCA) -- The Rev. 
Mark S. Hanson, presiding bishop of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA), will answer ques-

tions on a variety of topics from 
members of the denomination on 
Sunday, Sept. 19.  Hanson will take 
questions during an hour-long "Town 
Hall Forum" beginning at 5 p.m. East-
ern Daylight Time.  
     The forum will be the second with 
the ELCA presiding bishop this year, 
and the third since December 2009. 
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     The forum will be webcast live 
from Chicago, where Hanson will be 
joined by an audience of ELCA 
members. The audience will be able 
to ask questions of the presiding 
bishop.   
     Online viewers will be invited to 
submit questions at http://
www.ELCA.org/townhall on the 
ELCA website. Participants can also 
post comments about the forum us-
ing Facebook Connect and Twitter. 
     Questions will not be accepted in 
advance by phone or e-mail.   
     Open captioning will be available, 
said Kristi S. Bangert, executive di-
rector, ELCA Communication Ser-
vices.  Bangert is also encouraging 
congregations to consider hosting 
viewing parties for members who do 
not have high-speed Internet ac-
cess.   

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES AT HOPE 

Beginning on Wednesday, September 

1, Bible study will begin at Hope Lu-

theran Church at 7 PM. This fall we 

will be focusing on a study about the 

novel, The Shack. All are welcome. 

 

Beginning on Sunday, September 5, 

Sunday school for all ages will begin 

at 9 AM. Childrenôs Sunday School 

will be lead by Carol Bottke, Ann 

Graeber, Cindy Ramon, and Lynn 

Sowders.  

 

The curriculum is Rooted by Group 

Publishing. Rooted focuses on dis-

covering Godôs love for each one of 

us and understanding that He sent 

Jesus to make 

it possible for 

us to be in rela-

tionship with 

Him.  All ages 

of children are 

welcome. 

 

Adult Sunday School will also begin 

on Sunday, September 5. The adult 

class, taught by Pastor Kathleen, will 

be reading together a book by Mark 

Allan Powell, called Loving Jesus. 

 

Please join us in learning more about 

God and our relationship with Him! 

http://www.ELCA.org/townhall
http://www.ELCA.org/townhall


THANK YOU!!  

I must start this issue of the Briar-
wood Vine with a "Thank You."  We 
had a wonderful summer camping 
season this year.  A record number 

of kids attended Briarwood this summer for a fun-filled 
and inspirational time.  We increased our summer atten-
dance by approximately 15 percent over last year - the 
type of growth that only comes because of support from 
people like you. 
 
And our summer season ended with a blast as we held our 
first BriarWOODSTOCK.  Nine Christian bands and many 
people braved the heat and had a wonderful time.   (See 
our web site ς www.briarwoodretreat.org ς for pictures!) 
 
A special thank you to our Program Director, Jon Thomp-
son, who put heart and soul and many, many hours into 
summer camp and BriarWOODSTOCK.  And a thank you to 
all our year round staff, our wonderful counselors, and all 
the volunteers who make Briarwood such a special place. 
 
We have some wonderful events coming up - including the 
next Sunday Brunch (September 5th) and our yearly Con-
firmation Retreat (September 10-11).  So come join us!  
Your support - financially, through your presence, and by 
your prayers - is a blessing to this wonderful ministry at 
Briarwood.  Your partnership makes a difference as we 
continue to grow and serve as a "natural setting where 
people experience God's love." 

 

+ Peace + 

 

 

Pastor Rob Moore 

Executive Director, Briarwood Retreat Center 

 

 

Confirmation Retreat ð Beginnings  

September 10 to September 11  

The new confirmation class in your congregation will be 
beginning very soon.  Do you remember in previous years 
how long it took to move from a bunch of individuals to a 
cohesive group that works well together?  The Briarwood 
Confirmation Retreat is a great way to move through that 
process. 
 
By bringing your confirmation class to Briarwood Septem-
ber 10 to 11, you can have a great 
start this year.  Your confirmation 
students will have a great time, 
see confirmation as something 
that is fun and important, and be-
gin the confirmation journey with 
a good first step.  The confirma-
tion retreat will provide plenty of opportunity for your 
confirmation class to meet on its own as well as lots of fun 
time with the whole group.  The cost is only $50 per stu-
dent (including room, meals, and programming).  Adult 
sponsors are free.  More information, including a brochure 
and registration form, can be downloaded from our web 
site (www.briarwoodretreat.org).  

 

Next Sunday Brunch  

September 5th ð 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

Our next quarterly Sunday brunch 

will be the first Sunday of September 

(September 5th).  Norm and Jeramy 

(our two skilled chefs) present a feast 

for the eyes and a delight for the 

stomach at each brunch.  Reservations are encouraged but 

not required.  Email us at bw@briarwoodretreat.org (or 

call 940-241-2099) to make your reservation.  For more 

information about our Sunday brunches, including a full 

menu and pricing, go to 

www.briarwoodretreat.org/brunch.htm. 

The Briarwood Vine 
Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retreat programs  
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By all these lovely tokens 

September days are here 

With summerôs best of weather 

And autumnôs best of cheer. 

Author Unknown  
 

 

 

 

 

Autumn arrives, arrayôd in splendid mein; 

Vines, clusterôd full, add to the beauteous 

scene, 

And fruit-trees clothôd profusely laden, nod, 

Complaint bowing to the fertile sod. 

Farmerôs Almanac, 1818 

    WOMEN OF HOPE    
September 2010 

 

 

Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry: 
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and wholeness, 

provide service and means to  act on needed projects for our 

congregation and community, share our blessings and 

thanksgivings, with all glory to God our Father, through the 

power of the Holy Spirit and in  the name of our Lord and sav-

ior, Jesus Christ. 

 

MEETING SCHEDULE:  Our meetings are held after worship service on the third 

Sunday of each òoddó numbered month (January, March, May, July, September 

and November). 

 
MEETING DATE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be 
on Sunday, September 19 after worship.  Please join 
us.    
 

2010 Project ð Our 2010 project is to provide prayers and 

sponsorship of the local womenõs shelter, Liberty Lighthouse in 

Springtown.  We will be organizing fundraisers and projects to 

help and serve these women.  We welcome any an all ideas and 

participation. 

 

TENDER TOUCH PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY ï Our Tender 

Touch Prayer Shawl Ministry is going strong.  Shawls and blan-

kets are still being produced as this loving ministry continues for-

ward.  Please watch for more info in the future.  See Lynn Sowders 

if you have any questions.  

 

At our July meeting, it was agreed that we will, as a ministry, 

request additional funding from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans to 

assist in our church-wide project to provide Christmas stockings for two de-

ployed military units.   

 

Please check out the Women of Hope Bulletin Board for updates.  

Here are some of projects and events planned for the 2010.  Mark 

your calendars!  

 

2010 Scheduled Activities 

¶ September 19th  after service ï Meeting 

¶ October 17th ï Teddy Bear Sunday 

¶ October 17th ï Pink Sunday (Breast Cancer Aware-

ness) 

¶ Christmas and Easter Flowers Projects 

¶ Kitchen Cleanup ï Fall (TBD) 
¶ Fundraiser and Project ï October/November 

 

You're Carried by Love 
I rest my head on the pillow without much rest in my heart.  To-

do's swirl around in my mind. 

 

Tasks fall heavy on my shoulders. I silently pray, "Lord, give the 

grace for me to carry all of this." 

 

It seems I hear a whisper in response, "Ask instead for the grace 

to let Me carry you." 

 

I once saw a child carrying a rock too big, determined to take it 

home. Sweat beading, little feet laboring. Then Daddy came and 

swooped up His girl. Joy. Giggles. Grace.  She still held the rock 

but it no longer weighed her down because someone held her.  I 

fall asleep with a smile...thoughts as light as love. 

 

For more encouragement visit Heart to Heart with Holley at Day-

Spring.com 
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  Food for Thought 

http://mail01.dayspring.com/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTQ0ODc4Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD0zMDUxMyZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTIxNzYmc2VyaWFsPTEyMTcyNTYxNDImZW1haWxpZD1jbV9tb3Jyb3dAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD03MDEzOCZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&2010&&&http://holley.dayspring.com/
http://mail01.dayspring.com/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTQ0ODc4Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD0zMDUxMyZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTIxNzYmc2VyaWFsPTEyMTcyNTYxNDImZW1haWxpZD1jbV9tb3Jyb3dAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD03MDEzOCZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&2011&&&http://blog.dayspring.com/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.emtcatalog.com/images/06284.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.emtcatalog.com/product_info.php%3FcPath%3D34_75%26products_id%3D547%26osCsid%3Dpum5cnk9nvioonl7jvijaj3a36&usg=__sjqSLB2k7jS8YYrh1tQ0iJ438bY=&h=483&w=450&sz=40&
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You're Enough in Him 

We feel the weight of the hours, the to-do list, the "I 

shoulds" and our shoulders ache, our minds race. We tell 

ourselves, "It's all too much." 

 

Then there is an answer, deep within, calling first for all 

who are weary to come and then reminding us gently, I AM. 

Because in the middle of our circumstances... 

the ticking of the clock, 

the spinning of the wheels, 

there is one deepest fear. 

 

It's that we won't be enough; we'll falter under the weight of 

it all. And if we do, then we won't be loved. Yes? You've 

heard that too? 

 

Friend, it isn't true. Hear words of grace instead...You are 

enough in Him because He is enough in you. 

 

I have made you and I will carry you.--God (Isaiah 46:4) 

For more encouragement visit Heart to Heart with Holley.  

Go to DaySpring.com 

Worship Assistants, Lectors , and Acolytes 
for September 

 
Worship Assistants: 
September 5: Carol Bottke 
September 12: Lynn Sowders 
September 19: Lynn Sowders 
September 26: Georgette Clark 
 
Lectors: 
September 5: Carol Bottke 
September 12: Colwyn Power 
September 19: Cheryl Watkins 
September 26: Lynn Sowders 
 
Acotlyes: 
September 5: Carson Power and Cameron Power 
September 12: Faith Hughes and Georgia Riddle 
September 19: Chad Ramon and Brandon Graeber 
September 26: Faith Hughes and Georgia Riddle 
 
 

If you would like to serve, contact Pastor Kathleen or Lynn Sowders 

  

 
 
 
 

Kitchen Angel Flight Update  
September 2010 

 
Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian comfort and 
assistance in the form of meals during difficult times of illness and mourning for church family members.  
 
NOTE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be on Sunday, September 19 at 11:00 am after service.  
 
We usually meet after service on the third Sunday of each ñoddò numbered month (January, March, May, July, Sep-
tember and November) 
 
Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our church secretary if you or a church member may be in need of meals 
due to illness.  Please remember we canôt provide our ministry unless we know there is a need and we need your help 
to direct these needs to our point persons.  Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board for updated information and 
new team assignments.  ! 
WANTED:   We always need more angels so consider this our official invitation to join our ministry.  We believe that 
God is speaking to your heart as you read this appeal.  Come and join us. 
Mark your calendars :   

¶ Our 2010 meetings and activities/projects: 
¶ Sunday, September 19

th
  after service – Meeting 

http://mail01.dayspring.com/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTQ0ODc4Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD0zMDUxMyZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTIxNzYmc2VyaWFsPTEyMTcyNTYxNDImZW1haWxpZD1jbV9tb3Jyb3dAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD03MDEzOCZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&2014&&&http://holley.dayspring.com/
http://mail01.dayspring.com/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTQ0ODc4Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD0zMDUxMyZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTIxNzYmc2VyaWFsPTEyMTcyNTYxNDImZW1haWxpZD1jbV9tb3Jyb3dAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD03MDEzOCZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&2015&&&http://blog.dayspring.com/
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Synod News Briefing 
A DISCIPLELIFE SYNOD: NORTHERN TEXAS ð NORTHERN LOUISIANA SYNOD, ELCA 

Leadership Formation for Mission  
Living DiscipleLife Gatherings for Prayer and Conversation  
 

Last year various gatherings of lay and rostered leaders took place to talk about the 

future of the NT-NL. That led to presentations and conversations at the 2010 assem-

bly in Amarillo about the redefinition of ñsynodò and our life together. Now that 

conversation comes home to all the members and leaders in our congrega-tions. 

YOU are invited to join the discussion and help find ways to realign our life to-

gether around leadership formation for mission.  

 

 

Bishop Kevin Kanouse will lead each of six gatherings 

using a format that weaves worship together with conver-

sation, food and fellowship. His intent is to listen to the 

needs of the leaders and congregations and to propose 

ways that we can work together to focus on the develop-

ment of missional congregations, courageous leaders and 

evangelical outreach. Every congregation is invited to 

send 2-3 congregational leaders plus their pastor to one of 

these Living DiscipleLife gatherings. Each begins at 10 

a.m. and concludes by 3 p.m. ï lunch is included for a 

donation. Let your pastor know that you would like to 

attend. Registration will close one week prior to each event. You are welcome to attend any 

of the six Living DiscipleLife days.  

 

Parish Lay Ministry Academy ï Fall Term  
As a hundred NT-NL graduates can attest, the Parish Lay Ministry Academy is a wonderful way to ñgo deeperò in 

your understanding of the teachings and mission of the church and to prepare yourself for new ways to serve and lead 

in the congregation. The fall term begins September 11 ï with topics on Worship, Pauline Theology and Church His-

tory. Info contact www.PLMAcademy.org.  

 

School for Children in Sierra Leone  
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone will have another 4-classroom school built thanks to the generosity 

of anonymous donors from NT-NL. The couple (a retired pastor and spouse) were touched by a story at the 2008 

Synod Assembly about a NT-NL congregation doing this very thing. This is Living DiscipleLife !  

 

FYIé September Emphasis: The NT-NL Mission Endowment Fund  

 
× Lifestyle Stewardship: Hope for a Healthy Future ï Learn more about food, overeating, and a healthy lifestyle at this semi-

nar, Sept. 18 (Advent, Arlington) presented by Dr. Anne Georgulas. See the brochure posted on NTNL.org.  

 

× GUSTO! ï a speaker and event series at King of Glory, Dallas, (www.KingOfGlory.com) for mature adults ï launches a new 

season on Sept. 13th with a presentation by columnist Steve Blow of the Dallas Morning News. All are welcome.  

 

× Meridian State Park is the site for the fall retreat of Lutheran Men in Mission. The Oct. 15-17 event offers time to kayak, 

canoe, bicycle, fish, hike and make new friends. Info contact NTNL.org (partners / LMM).  

 

× The church is present on campus and in the lives of students through Campus Ministry. Help keep this ministry engaged on 

our campuses by supporting the Campus Ministry Trivia Challenge ï a fun evening on October 24 at Christ, Dallas, which in-

cludes a Trivia game challenge, dinner and silent auction. See the upcoming events on NTNL.org.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sowing and Growing Disciples of 
Jesus  

 
St. Matthew, Waco, offered a Polka 
Mass. å Women of St. John, Wilson, 
collected new shoes for children. å Mid-
land, Midland, offers a Childrenôs Night 
Out on the Wednesdays of summer 
(dinner and games). å Advent, Arling-
ton, is working to address the needs of 
the day laborers in their area. å Christ, 
Dallas, offered a family mission trip to 
Bayou LaButri. å Emmanuel, Gran-
bury, is looking at ways to share minis-
try with the Episcopal Church of the 
Good Shepherd. å First, Longview, had 
its 30th annual Senior Citizen Luau. å 
Gloria Dei, Garland, went to see a 
Frisco Rough Riders game. å Gloria 
Dei, Lubbock, uses Thriventôs Simply 
Giving program. å Men of Calvary, 
Richland Hills, went dove hunting to-
gether.  

October 23  

Good Shepherd, Marshall  

 

November 13  

St. Matthew, Waco  

 

December 4  

Shepherd King, Lubbock  

 

January 15  

St. Lukeôs, Richardson  

 

January 29  

Calvary, Richland Hills  

 

March 26  

Bethel, Avoca  
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SAVE THE DATES: 
OCTOBER 

What: Church Rain or Shine Garage Sale 
Where Hope Lutheran Church, 4795 E, Highway 199, Springtown, TX  76092 -817-221-HOPE 
When: Saturday, October 2, 2010 
Time:  7:00am-5pm 
Details:  More details to come 
Cost: Your time and enthusiasm 
 
What: Flooring Weekend (Friday pull up old carpeting and Saturday seal and paint floor) 
Where Hope Lutheran Church, 4795 E, Highway 199, Springtown, TX  76092 -817-221-HOPE 
When: Friday, October 22, 2010 ï 6pm-9pm 
 Saturday, October 23, 2010 ï 8am-?? (Brats and Beverage lunch). 
Details:  More details to come 
Cost: Your time and elbow grease 
 

NOVEMBER  

What: Hopeôs Holiday Rain or Shine Bazaar and Flea Market 
Where Hope Lutheran Church, 4795 E, Highway 199, Springtown, TX  76092 -817-221-HOPE 
When: Saturday, November 13, 2010 
Time:  7:00am-5pm 
Details:  Open to the public.  More details to come 
Cost: TBA 

Tai Chi for Arthritis  
Certified Tai Chi Instructor Lynn Young is offering Introductory 
Tai Chi for Arthritis classes on Fridays, at 6:30 pm at Hope Lu-
theran.  For more information call Lynn Young at 817-690-
9652.  Cost will be dependent on the number of students.  

 
What is Tai Chi for Arthritis?  Itôs an ancient set of exercises 

which are based on a martial art, but a lot of it is now practiced for the health benefits. The health 
benefits are improved flexibility, coordination, endurance, stamina, strength and relaxation, which is 
very important. Thereôs kind of a meditative component to it. The movements are slow and gentle 
so you bring your attention to what youôre doing and thinking. Thatôs why itôs great for people with 
arthritis. If you have arthritis in your knee, for example, and youôre moving slowly and you feel 
something in your knee, you can stop at that point. We donôt say, ñKeep going! Push yourself!ò We 
say, ñDo it gently. If you start feeling stressed, stop.ò Each day you do a little bit more and take 
note of what youôre feeling. 



 

Church Garage Sale, Saturday, October 2, 2010  
 

During service, we will be sending around a sign-up sheet for setting up and manning the an-

nual church garage sale (set-up on Friday, October 1st and the actual sale on Saturday, October 

2nd).  The donations have been coming in, from members and from complete strangers.  God is 

definitely giving us the opportunity, now we must make the very most of it.  All donations are 

most welcome.  We will have flyers and ask that everyone to please pick up a few (on the cre-

denza in the Narthex) and ask those places of business you frequent if you can post them.  

Also, word of mouth is a wonderful way of getting the word out (so we can keep getting the 

Word out).  Please contact Connie Morrow if you have or have any questions.  Again, thanks in 

advance to all for all your commitment to Hope Lutheran Church. 
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A BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION FOR JOE CONE!!! 
 

In celebration of Joe Coneõs 80th birthday, Sylvia Cone will be hosting a party at the 

church on Sunday, September 12 after worship. This party will be in place of potluck. All 

are welcome to attend the birthday party! Sylvia will be providing lunch and cake! All 

you need to do is come, eat, and have fun! 

 

Please come and wish Joe eighty years young!  



9/20 Nelson Wesley Trout,  

        bishop, 1996 

 

9/21 Matthew, Apostle and  

        Evangelist 

 

9/29 Michael and All Angels 

 

9/30 Jerome, translator,  

         teacher, 420 
 

 

4795 E. Hwy. 199 

Springtown, TX 76082 

Phone: 817-221-4673 

E-mail: info@hopelutherantx.org 

H O P E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Hope Lutheran Church is a people created by God in Christ and  

empowered by the Holy Spirit. Recognizing that we are a community 

of Christõs people seeking to involve all people in Christ seek to proclaim 

the word of God. We wish to embrace one another as members of 

Godõs family with Christ as the head. We endeavor to accomplish this 

by youth and family ministry and outreach to the community. 

Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Mills 

215-280-4638 (mobile) 

k.brennan77@gmail.com 

Weõre on the web!  
www.hopelutherantx.org 

Church Council, 2010 

 

President: Georgette Clark 

Vice-President: Cheryl Watkins 

Secretary: VACANT 

Treasurer: Cheri Gobel 

Financial Secretary: Carl Clark 

 

Deacons: Shirley Propp, Barbara Claussen, VACANT 

 

Trustees: Sam Rutherford, Connie Morrow, VACANT 

 

Board of Education: Cindy Ramon, Carol Bottke, Lynn Sowders 

9/2 Nikolai Frederik  

       Severin Grundtvig,    

       bishop, renewer of the  

       church, 1872 

 

9/9 Peter Claver, priest,  

       missionary to  

       Columbia, 1654 

 

9/13 John Chrysostom,     

        Bishop of  

        Constantinople, 407 

 

9/14 Holy Cross Day 

 

9/16 Cyprian, Bishop of  

        Carthage, martyr, c.  

        258 

 

9/17 Hildegard, Abbess of  

        Bingen, 1179 

 

 

9/18 Dag Hammarskjold,  

        renewer of society,  

       1961 

 

COMMEMORATIONS      

mailto:k.brennan77@gmail.com


SEPTEMBER 2010 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 7 PM Bible 

Study 

2 3 6:30 PM Tai Chi 4 

5 9 AM Sunday 

School 

10 AM Traditional 

Worship 

11 AM Confirma-

tion 

6 6:30 PM Keno 7 6:30 PM Weight 

Watchers 

8 7 PM Bible 

Study 

9 7 PM Church 

Council 

10  6:30 PM Tai 

Chi 

11 

12 9 AM Sunday 

School 

10 AM Contem-

porary Worship 

11 AM Birthday 

Party 

13 7 PM 4-H 14 6:30 PM 

Weight Watchers 

15 7 PM Bible 

Study 

16 17 6:30 PM Tai 

Chi 

18 

19 9 AM Sunday 

School 

10 AM Traditional 

Worship 

11 AM Confirma-

tion 

WOH/Kitchen 

Angels Meeting 

20 6:30 PM 

Bunko 

21 6:30 PM 

Weight Watchers 

22 7 PM Bible 

Study 

23 6:30 PM Keno 24 6:30 PM Tai 

Chi 

25 

26  9 AM Sunday 

School 

10 AM Contem-

porary Worship 

27 28 6:30 PM 

Weight Watchers 

29 7 PM Bible 

Study 

30   


