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     October 31 is the day that Martin 
Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door 
(bulletin board) of the church at  
Wittenberg. Luther was not interested 
in leaving the Roman Catholic Church, 
he simply wanted to make some 
changes. However, the leadership of 
the church did not accept Luther’s sug-
gestions and he was excommunicated. 
And so, along with some of his  
colleagues and many political leaders 
in Germany, the Lutheran  
enomination was born. 
     One significant aspect of the  
Reformation and of Luther reminds us 
that we always need to think and  
reflect critically about our church and 
ourselves. Luther thought that the 
Church had lost sight of its primary 
responsibility: preaching and teaching 
the Gospel, the good news of Jesus 
Christ. In all that we do as a  
congregation that represents the body 
of Christ in Springtown and Azle, we 
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need to ask ourselves the same question. 
What is our primary responsibility and 
are we attending to it? 
    There are some exciting events  
happening this month that demonstrate 
that we are attending to our primary 
responsibility of preaching and teaching 
the Gospel. On Reformation Sunday, 
October 26 we will be celebrating  
confirmation for two of our youth, we 
will be receiving new members, we will 
be collecting teddy bears to give away, 
and we will be celebrating Pink Sunday 
for breast cancer awareness. It is a lot 
for one day, but it is also the  
culmination of the work that we do as a 
church. It is a culmination of teaching 
and preaching that encourage folks to 
affirm their baptism and to be a part of 
the ministry of Hope and it will be a 
demonstration of the Gospel by  
providing comfort and care for those in 
need. The Reformation is alive and well 
and thanks be to God that we heed the 
call to keep our hearts and minds on 
Jesus. 
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The Briarwood Vine 
Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retrea t programs 
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   German    English 
   Alles das wir haben,  All that we have, 
   Alles ist gegaben.   is all a gift. 
   Es kommt, O Gott, von dir, It comes, O God, from you 
   Wir danken dir dafuer.  We thank you for it 
 

Through Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

    WOMEN OF HOPE    
October 2008 

 
 
 

Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry: 
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and wholeness, 
provide service and means to  act on needed projects for our 
congregation and community, share our blessings and 
thanksgivings, with all glory to God our Father, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit and in  the name of our Lord and sav-
ior, Jesus Christ. 
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MEETING DATE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be 

on Sunday, November 16, 2008  after worship.  
We need your participation and support.  
Please join us.    
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Reformation Carol  

By Anne & Tom Lipe of Damascus, MD 
 
There was a monk named Luther,  
As devout as he could be.  
You couldn't find a better  
monk in all of Germany.  
 
All of the other friars 
used to laugh and call him names. 
They never dreamed that God would 
lead him down the path to fame. 
 
Then one cold October morn 
God's call came to him: 
"Luther, I think you are right; 
I want you to lead my fight." 
 
So then he wrote his theses; 
tacked them up for all to see. 
And now the Reformation  
will go down in history...." 

��������	����
��
����
����
����
������
�����

�
��������	����
��
���
��
�����������
�����������
��
�������������������
����
��
������ ��!����"
����
��
������#������$�

��%���&�
�
���
�����
��
������������$�

��%���&�
��
�����������������
����
��
������ ��'����%�������
��
������#�����
�����������
�
�
(����)���)�
���&��
�������*����
��
�+��
���,�
������ �����������
���- �

Kitchen Angel Flight 
Update  

  
October 2008    

 
Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran 
Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian 
comfort and assistance in the form of meals  
during difficult times of illness and mourning for 
church family members. 
 
NOTE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be on 
Sunday, November 16 at 11:00 am  after service.  
 
We usually meet after service on the third Sunday of 
each “odd” numbered month (January, March, May, 
July, September and November) 
 
Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our 
church secretary  if you or a church member may be 
in need of meals due to illness.  Please remember 
we can’t provide our ministry unless we know there is 
a need and we need your help to direct these needs 
to our point persons.  Check it out the Women of 
Hope bulletin board for updated information and new 
team assignments. 

WANTED: ��We always need more angels so  
consider this our official invitation to join our ministry.  
We believe that God is speaking to your heart as you 
read this appeal.  Come and join us. 
 
Mark your calendars :   
Our 2008 meetings and activities/projects: 

Sunday, November 16th  after service – Meeting 
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Synod News Briefing  
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Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus 

Partners in Ministry to Assist Briarwood  
Our camping and retreat ministry program, Briarwood Retreat Center, 
has had a full and eventful summer of programming and outreach. 
Now, under the leadership of its new Executive Director, Pastor Rob 
Moore, Briarwood is looking to the future and its ministry among us. 
To facilitate a conversation about the future and to coordinate plan-
ning that meets the needs of our congregations, Briarwood is forming 
the Partners in Ministry Advisory Council, consisting of a representa-
tive of each synod congregation. The representatives will gather at 
least annually to talk about ministry needs and opportunities, to vote 

on the slate of nominees for the Board of Directors of Briarwood, and to identify ways to support and advocate 
for Briarwood’s ministry. The first gathering of the council will be at Briarwood’s October Fest, October 25. Info 
contact Pastor Rob Moore (940.241.2099).  
 
Passing on the Faith Conference  
How can faith grow if it is not being nurtured within the congregation and 
at home? Most parents want to pass on their faith, but are not sure where to 
begin. Based on solid theology and current research, Passing on the Faith is 
a two-day conference that will energize and empower pastors, church staff, 
lay leaders and parents with the tools and vision necessary to engage entire 
families in faith-driven conversations, devotions, service, and rituals and 
traditions that can be passed on for generations to come. The event is set for 
Preston Meadow Lutheran Church in Plano on Feb. 20-21. Info contact 
Tom Schwolert (972.539.1031).  
 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
Congregational giving by ELCA members across the church increased by 
$67 million in 2007, reaching a record level of $2.8 billion. The average 
giving per baptized member increased 4% in 2007 compared to 2006. Total 
membership in the ELCA now stands at 4.7 million in 10,448 congregations 
– a decline of 64 thousand members and a decrease of 22 congregations.  
 
FYI… October Emphasis: Mission Endowment Fund & Lutheran 
Foundation of the SW  
�� The second Spread the Spirit’s Fire event for 2008-09 takes place at St. John, Winters, on Nov. 1. It’s a day to grow in lead-
ership and insight. Info contact Pastor Nancy Fisher (214.637.6865) or see the event brochure on our web site.  
 
�� This year’s Bishop’s Convocation enlisted over 130 pastors, spouses and other church workers for a Caribbean cruise. Repre-
sentatives of the ELCA’s Board of Pensions will be on hand to lead daily presentations on wellness and self-care.  
 
�� Are you a teacher or involved in the education program in the congregation? Consider becoming a part of LACE – the 
ELCA’s Lutheran Association of Christian Educators or just sign up to get their free LACE e-newsletter.  
 
�� The Calvary Cabaret takes place at Calvary, Richland Hills, on Nov. 1 and features singers Lisa Davis and Susan Schoon. 
Proceeds from the dinner and program will benefit the Nelson Children’s Center in Denton. Info contact Calvary Lutheran Church 
(817.284.8724).  
 
�� For the sixth consecutive year the Princeton Review has named Texas Lutheran University a “Best College in the Western 
Region.” The award is based on a national survey of students at top colleges.  
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Our Saviour’s, Durant, will begin the 
Natural Church Development process. 
~ Bethany & Central Lutheran 
Churches, Dallas, held a joint VBS. ~ 
New Life in Christ, Duncanville, 
hosts an Alzheimer’s Caregivers Sup-
port Group. ~ Mid-land, Midland, 
recently offered its 7th Neighborhood 
Unsale (clothing distribution), 72nd 
free Neighborhood Pancake Breakfast, 
and five neighbor-hood Kids Night Out 
fun gatherings. ~ Zion, McGregor, 
provides school supplies in Project 
Apple Tree. ~ Covenant, Temple, had 
a Summer Evening of Praise on the 
church lawn.  
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NEW MINISTRY 
TENDER TOUCH PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

 
 
 

Our new Tender Touch Prayer Shawl Ministry will begin its regular meetings the first Sunday of 
each month at 4:00 pm at the church, beginning October 5th.  We will share a light potluck meal.  
We are officially a member of the national prayer shawl ministry.   
 
In 1998, Janet Bristow and Victoria Galo, two graduates of the 1997 Women's Leadership Institute 
at The Hartford Seminary in Hartford, Connecticut gave birth to a ministry as a result of their  
experience in this program of applied Feminist Spirituality under the direction of Professor Miriam 
Therese Winter, MMS. Compassion and the love of knitting/crocheting have been combined into a 
prayerful ministry and spiritual practice which reaches out to those in need of comfort and solace, 
as well as in celebration and joy. Many blessings are prayed into every shawl. 
 
We will be opening up participation to surrounding churches also.   Here is an excerpt from our 
brochure: 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME   
~~Come and Join Us~~ 

Be A Part of Tender Touch 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
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Please mark your calendars.  Participants and/or donations, either material or monetary, are  
welcome.  Please contact Mollie White or Lynn Sowders if you have any questions.   
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Komen Tarrant County 
Ridgmar Mall 
2216 Green Oaks Road 
Fort Worth, TX  76116 
Upstairs, just outside of Neiman Marcus 
Phone:  817-735-8580  Fax: 817-735-8635 

 
Pink Sunday 

October 26, 2008 
 

In keeping with the Komen mission, Komen Tarrant County of Susan G. Komen for the Cure is 
designating Sunday, October 26th, “Pink Sunday” to raise breast cancer awareness by distributing 
breast cancer educational material through area churches. We as a church community have  
partnered with Susan G. Komen for the Cure and other area churches to open the lines of  
communication about breast health, promote breast cancer education and celebrate the lives of 
those who have fought against breast cancer. 
 
 In 2008, it is estimated that 182,460 women and 1,990 men will be diagnosed with breast cancer.  
We want to drive home the message that early detection saves lives. While the 5-year survival rate 
for late stage, distantly spread breast cancer is only 26%, early stage breast cancer (when treated) 
has a 98% 5-year survival rate.   
 
After Sunday’s service, we will be serving pink lemonade and handing out breast cancer  
educational material. Once you have read this material, please pass along these life saving  
messages to a friend or family member. Together we can help eradicate breast cancer as a life 
threatening disease.   
 
Susan G. Komen for the Cure was established in 1982 by Nancy Brinker to honor the memory of 
her sister, Susan G. Komen, who died from breast cancer at age 36.  Credited as the leading  
catalyst in the fight against breast cancer, Susan G. Komen for the Cure and its Affiliates continue 
to lead the fight against this disease. Komen for the Cure has more than 75,000 volunteers  
working through a network of 125 U.S. and international Affiliates, making it one of the most  
progressive grassroots organizations in breast cancer today.  Thank you for participating. If you 
are interested in volunteering with the Komen Tarrant County Affiliate or would like additional  
information, please call 817-735-8580. 
 
Breast Cancer Facts  
·  Breast cancer is the leading cause of cancer deaths among women between the ages of 20-
59. 
·  Breast cancer is a devastating and deadly disease that has struck nearly 2 million American 
women in the past decade. 1 in 8 women will suffer from the disease in her lifetime. 
· Every three (3) minutes a woman is diagnosed with breast cancer. 
· In 2008, it is estimated that 182,460 American women will be diagnosed with breast cancer, 
and 40,480 will die of the disease. That’s 1 every 13 minutes. 
In 2008, it is estimated that 1,990 men will develop breast cancer and 450 will die. 
· 98% is the probability of survival – but only for women who get early detection and treatment. 



10/23 James of Jerusalem,  
          martyr, c. 62 
 
10/26 Philipp Nicolai, 1608;  
          Johann Heermann, 1647;  
          Paul Gerhardt, 1676;  
          hymnwriters 
 
10/28 Simon and Jude, Apostles 
 
10/31 Reformation Day 
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Please pray this month  
especially for:  
 
10/5 Zion, Priddy; San  
         Gabriel Ministry,  
         Alvarado; Bethany,  
         Dallas 
 
10/12 Rejoice, Coppell;  
          Church of the  
          Resurrection,  
          Roanoke; Bishop’s  
          Convocation 
 
10/19 Resurrection, Plano;  
          Spirit of Grace,  
          Saginaw; Our  
          Savior, Mesquite 
 
10/26 Trinity, Miles; First,  
          Temple; North  
          Central West  
          Conference 
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Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Brennan 
215-280-4638 (mobile) 
k.brennan77@gmail.com 

����������	��
�����




	������	������
����

Church Council, 2008 
 
President: Cheryl Watkins 
Vice-President: Mollie White 
Secretary: Julie Morton 
Treasurer: Vacant 
Financial Secretary: Sylvia Cone 
 
Deacons: Carl Clark, Betty Leonard, Colwyn Power 
 
Trustees: Joe Morton, Sam Rutherford, David Utech 
 
Board of Education: Georgette Clark, Christy Power, Lynn Sowders 

10/4   Francis of Assisi,  
          renewer of the church,      
          1226; Theodor Fliedner,  
          renewer of society,       
          1864 
 
10/6   William Tynsdale,  
           translator, martyr, 1536 
 
10/7    Henry Melchior  
           Muhlenberg, pastor in  
           North America, 1787 
 
10/10 Massie L. Kennard,  
          renewer of the church,  
          1996 
 
10/15 Teresa of Avila, teacher,  
          renewer of the church,  
          1582 
 
10/17 Ignatius, Bishop of  
          Antioch, martyr, c. 115 
 
10/18 Luke, Evangelist 
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