HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

NEWSLETTER

Hope Lutheran Church

FROM THE PASTOR

I'have not had the opportunity to ad-
dress the decisions of the ELCA 2009
Churchwide Assembly and its impact on
our congregation and the future of our
church in written media. Soon after the
assembly, I did invite congregation mem-
bers to a forum to have discussion around
the decisions. I have also had the opportu-
nity to talk with some of you individually
or in smaller groups.

Many of you know that I was not in
accord with the decision to change the
ministry policies of the ELCA to allow for
the ordination of gay and lesbian people in
monogamous, committed, publicly ac-
countable relationships and for the blessing
of same-sex unions in ELCA churches. My
reasons for disagreeing with the policy
changes focus upon the authority of the
Bible in the church and the nature in which
these policy changes were discussed and
fleshed out in the sexuality statement. For
example, the notion of sin and how it re-
lates to our sexuality should be more
clearly taught and a larger part of our un-
derstanding of sexuality. That being said, I
do recognize that in our own congregation
we have many opinions on these subjects.
We are called to be the body of Christ in
the world and it is through Christ that we
maintain unity despite our differences. I
urge us to continue to love one another and
to talk with one another and to learn from

Pink Sunday, October 25,

Pink Sunday for Tarrant County is now five
years old! This activity is an effort to reach
the worshiping community by making educa-
tional kits available for residents in our ser-
vice area. This year, Pink Sunday is proudly
sponsored by The Center for Cancer and
Blood Disorders.

one another.

You may have heard that some churches
have already left the ELCA. I don’t believe
that we should consider leaving the ELCA.
If you are in disagreement with the deci-
sions made at the Churchwide Assembly,
we ought to discuss them and see how as
individuals and even as a congregation we
might protest and still remain a part of the
body of the ELCA.

Christianity has been splintered since its
very inception. While leaving the ELCA
may make a statement, it won’t necessarily
solve any thing. There are other opportuni-
ties and possibilities at work that may pro-
vide a space for us to remain a part of the
ELCA and to protest the decisions at the
same time.

If you were unsatisfied with the ministry
policy changes, and if even if you weren’t, I
urge you to learn about Lutheran CORE
(Coalition for Renewal) that met in Fisher,
Indiana in September and the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod of Texas, both confes-
sional, Lutheran bodies made up of ELCA
members who want to remain a part of the
ELCA and yet also declare their disagree-
ment with what happened at the Church-
wide Assembly in Minneapolis.

For more information:
www.lutherancore.org
www.evangelicalutheransynodoftexas.org
In peace, Pastor Kathleen
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The Briarwood Vine

Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retreat programs
to serve, nurture and equip the people of God for God’s work in the world.
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E A WOMEN OF HOPE
e October 2009

Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry:
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and wholeness,
provide service and means to act on needed projects for our
congregation and community, share our blessings and
thanksgivings, with all glory to God our Father, through the
power of the Holy Spirit and in the name of our Lord and sav-
ior, Jesus Christ.

MEETING SCHEDULE: Our meetings are held after worship service on the third
Sunday of each “odd” numbered month (January, March, May, July, September
and November).

MEETING DATE: Our next bi-monthly meeting will be
on Sunday, November 15™ after worship.

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO?? -

< The Women of Hope voted to place our Prayer
Garden on hold and instead use our funds to
be seed money for Community Outreach (Azle
Sting Fling on Saturday, September 26™) and
for church fundraisers to meet our current
needs and build up a contingency fund.

e Assembled 50+ Hope House Spice Blend and
on-going assembly of Neck Coolers and
Women of Faith Baskets to be sold and raffled
at the Azle Sting Fling.

e Garage Sale — Please see separate article

» Azle Sting Fling — Please see separate article

\‘M«" TENDER TOUCH PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY — Our Tender
)| Touch Prayer Shaw Ministry meets the first Sunday of each

}M..n’ . .
5 ) month at 4 pm at the church. Next meeting will be on October 4.

Please contact Mollie White or Lynn Sowders if you have someone who may
need to be wrapped in @ warm knitted blessing.

2

2009 Scheduled Events:

October 4t — Prayer Shawl Ministry

October 11 - Pastors Kathleen’s and Ryan’s Wedding — A
Main Maine Event!!

October 18t — Teddy Bear Sunday

October 25t — Pink Sunday

November 15 — Meeting after Sunday morning service —
11:00 am

November 21st — Saturday 8am-4pm — Advent Holiday Ba-
zaar at church

Please check out the Women of Hope Bulletin
Board for updates. Here are some of projects
and events planned for the 2009. Mark your
calendars!

DY
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Autumn Leaves

by Alex Doherty
"Orchards Smiling through departed leaves,
Like diamond sapphires in evening sun
Hang ripening fruit and from the eaves
Grey sparrows make unending run,
Oh happy land, Bless thy fertile soil,
Oh happy people born to work and prayer,
With God to guide and strength to toil,
With heart and help goes will and power."

Food for Thought

October's the month when the smallest breeze
Gives us a shower of autumn leaves.
Bonfires and pumpkins, leaves sailing down -
October i1s red and golden and brown.

October leaves are lovely. They rustle when | run
Sometimes | make a heap and jump in them for fun.
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* .~ , % | Kitchen Angel Flight
. (Zd"&f’" s Update
[

October 2009

Mission Statement: Mission of the Hope Lutheran
Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian
comfort and assistance in the form of meals
during difficult times of illness and mourning for
church family members.

NOTE: Our next bi-monthly meeting will be
on Sunday, November 15" at 11:00 am after
service.

We usually meet after service on the third
Sunday of each “odd” numbered month
(January, March, May, July, September and
November)

Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our
church secretary if you or a church member
may be in need of meals due to iliness. Please
remember we can’t provide our ministry unless
we know there is a need and we need your help

to direct these needs to our point persons.
Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board
for updated information and new team
assignments.

WANTED: We always need more angels so
consider this our official invitation to join our
ministry. We believe that God is speaking to
your heart as you read this appeal. Come and
join us.

Mark your calendars:
Our 2009 meetings and activities/projects:
Sunday, November 15" after service — Meeting

Worship Assistants and Lectors for October and

November
Worship Assistants:
October 4: Dave Utech
October 11: Fred McGilvray
October 18: Georgette Clark
October 25: Lynn Sowders
November 1: Dave Utech
November 8: Fred McGilvray

November 15:
November 22:

Georgette Clark
Lynn Sowders

November 29:  Dave Utech
Lectors:

October 4: Georgette Clark
October 11: Carol Anderson
October 18: Nancy Batig
October 25: Fred McGilvray
November 1: Julie Morton
November 8: Cheryl Watkins

November 15:
November 22:
November 29:

Karen Propp
Colwyn Power
Carol Anderson

S Wedding Bells Will Be Ringing
7 Q% Sunday, October 11, 2009

D

A special blessing and congratulations to Pas-
tors Kathleen Brennan and Ryan Mills as they
unite in holy matrimony in Maine on Sunday,
October 11, 2009. Much love, happiness, joy
and peace to you both from you Hope Lu-
theran family.

If you have a pastoral emergency or need pastoral
care, please contact Lynn Sowders at 817-564-3704 or
Pastor Franz Schimmel at 817-925-1318.



Synod News Briefing

A DISCIPLELIFE SYNOD: NORTHERN TEXAS — NORTHERN LOUISIANA SYNOD, ELCA

Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus
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" . The Book of Faith Initiative is alive and well at Four Mile Lutheran
Church in Mabank, Texas. Timothe and Tammy Mast, church members and Parish Lay

Ministers at Four Mile, will tell you that about three-quarters of the active families
havchosen to welcome the Lutheran Study Bible and add it to their study resources. The
Mast’s helped the members put together a bulk order (getting a discount for ordering ten
or more), even though the Mast’s themselves, in a bit of impatience, had already ordered
their own. Today visitors in one of the Bible studies at Four Mile would be quick to no-
tice all obaby blue Bibles all around the tables. In fact, because there are so many and
it’s hard to tell them apart, Tammyhas begun decorating each one with different hand-
painted flowers so that each family can distinguish theirs. Ywould see white dogwoods,

pink dogwoods, grapes, and bluebonnets — with members waiting in line for others to be
painted. “During Bible studies, it is a visual affirmation of the one Word that we share being embraced by the many
different personalities and gifts that we each bring to the table” said Tammy.

There’s an awe-ful lot going on !

e Oct. 4 Sunday Brunch — Briarwood (10 a.m. — 2 p.m.).
Scrumptious food, great fellowship, low cost.

e Oct. 12 Bishop’s Convocation (M, T,W) — Briarwood.
Greenback$, Giving and Grace - rostered leaders.

e Oct. 13 Installation of Pr. Jane Mar — Briarwood, 7 pm.
Our new Bishop Assistant — (picnic at 5:30 p.m.).

e Oct. 17 Spread the Spirit’s Fire — Arlington, 9 a.m.
Learn about DiscipleLife Alivel

e Oct. 17 MEFE Dinner Fund Raiser — Dallas, 4-7 p.m.
Support our synod’s mission efforts.

e Oct. 25 Oktoberfest — Briarwood (starts 3 p.m.).
Food, program and dedication of the new cabins.

e QOct. 31 Spread the Spirit’s Fire — Clifton, 9 a.m.
Learn about DiscipleLife Alivel

e Oct. 31 Marty Party — First United, Dallas (2-7 p.m.).
A celebration of the loveliness and quirkiness of being
Lutheran. Speaker Mark Tranvik.

Plus Two Great Workshops Offered

NT-NL Disciplelife

New Hope, Keller, makes its facilities available
to Open Arms — an organization for abused
women and their children. = Trinity, Sherman,
used its Fifth Sunday to focus on World Hunger.
~ The staff at Advent, Arlington, takes a day
each quarter to engage in a community service
project. ~ Gloria Dei, Garland, has a Helping
Hands ministry that does small repairs for mem-
bers. = Calvary, Richland Hills, supports the
Presbyterian Night Shelter. ~ Our Saviour, Ty-
ler, teaches Faith 5 to help parents and children
talk about faith at home. = Several NT-NL con-
gregations, including New Life in Christ, Dun-
canville, help support the Food Pantry at Mount
Olive, Dallas. = Calvary, San Angelo, held a
Rally Day Backpack Blessing. = Gloria Dei,
Lubbock, is engaged in the Texas Ramp Project
for area homes. = Many NT-NL congregations
work with Habitat for Humanity.

Luther and Worship is a one-day workshop (Oct. 24) taught by Pr. Mark Herbener and offered by the Parish Lay Min-
istry Academy (9 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.). The workshop, Equipping Everyday People to Read the Bible (Nov. 21), will be
taught by Libby Buuck and Pr. Ryan Mills. The $35 registration fee includes lunch; info contact PLMA.

FYI... October Emphasis: MEF & the Lutheran Foundation of the SW

» Information about the work of the 2009 Churchwide Assembly in Minneapolis is found online. Bishop Kanouse

wrote daily reflections from the assembly and a pastoral letter regarding the policy changes that were adopted.
» Read a Position Paper from our Goal Team C on the proposed U.S. Department of Peace.
e  Cherish Our Children offers a helpful Summary of the Social Statement on Human Sexuality adopted by the 2009

Churchwide Assembly, especially on issues of sexual exploitation and abuse.
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TEDDY BEAR SUNDAY — OCTOBER 18, 2009

The Teddy Bear season is about to open. Please track down and bag one or more prized
Teddy Bears for Teddy Bear Sunday, October 18™. Don't forget to look through your
closets, check in that old toy box, look-see at your next foray to a garage sale for TEDDY
BEARS. Or if you are like some of us, try and remember where you put those teddy
bears you bought on sale especially for Teddy Bear Sunday.

We will be dedicating the teddy bears on Sunday, October 18", but you certainly can bring your offer-
ing of love and place them on the altar before that date. This gift of comfort and compassion brings
the wonder of this ministry to full light; whether it’s a young evacuee or young car accident victim or a
young hospital patient. What a privilege it is to be able to be a part of the comforting power of God,
by donating a bear or two to our collection. Our ministry is working, even though we can’t see the re-
sults day-by-day.

Cheryl Watkins is our Teddy Bear wrangler. Please see her if you have any questions. GO BEARS!!
TEDDY BEARS THAT IS!!

Church Garage Sale Update

Our church garage sale held on Saturday, September 12, started out a very rainy and gloomy
day. But with God’s blessing, it proved to be the best garage sale ever. Because of the rain
we were the best sale in town, perhaps the only one. Not only did we raise over $1700
($1300 in sales and $400 matching funds from Thrivent’s Care in Congregation program), we
had over 40 members of every age participate in all aspects, from pricing, to set up on Friday
night, selling on Saturday and clean up. A big thank you (and praise the Lord) to the wonder-
ful response we have had from you, the congregation, in manning the church garage sale,
both on set-up on Friday, September 11™ and the actual sale on Saturday, September 12"
Special thank yous to:
- Sarah (Sowders) Neely has created some very colorful and eye catching flyers.
« Our pre-sale Pricing Princesses, Barbara Claussen and Sylvia Cone
» Our brawny fellows hauling merchandise from upstairs, lead by Joe Morton and How-
ard Askew, with help from our youth. And Howard and John Watkins for picking up
and hauling our large ticket items, and building our very sturdy clothes racks
» Our ladies who setup our Hope Boutique, Barbara, Nancy and crew.
«  Our cleanup crew headed by David, Linda and Brook Utech
- Last but not least to Cheryl and John Watkins for coordinating the entire sale from start
to finish
- If I missed naming you individually, please know you are named in our hearts (it’s my
mind that has the memory problem). To everyone who assisted from our children and

youth to all of us young at heart, God bless you and thank you.

.3
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Azle Sting Fling Update
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We had a much better weather day for our participation in the
Festival

Azle Sting Fling. Again, the response to man our inside double-
booth was a true indication of the positive commitment of the
members of our congregation. Twenty-five plus people took their shift, showing
all that Hope Lutheran people come together.

We didn’t make much money, but we got our name out there, along with the
Youth’s project, Water 2 Thrive, which supports the drilling of water wells in Af-
rica. The proceeds from the church side sales will be divided between Azle Com-
munity Caring Center and Springtown’s Neighbor to Neighbor. The Women of
Hope purchase a vinyl banner, which everyone could see and we’ll have for fu-
ture use. Thank you and God bless everyone who helped make this event a true
“church affair.”

Here’s what’s happening at Hope Lutheran Church

Mark your October calendars now:
October 4 — Prayer Shawl Ministry
October 18 — Teddy Bear Sunday
October 25 - Pink Sunday
October 25 — Reformation Sunday

Save the Dates:
November 15 — Women of Hope & Kitchen Angel Meetings
November 21 — Advent Holiday Bazaar




HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

4795 E. Hwy. 199
Springtown, TX 76082

Phone: 817-221-4673
E-mail: info@hopelutherantx.org

Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Brennan
215-280-4638 (mobile)
k.brennan77 @ gmail.com

COMMEMORATIONS

Hope Lutheran Church is a people created by God in Christ and
empowered by the Holy Spirit. Recognizing that we are a community
of Christ’s people seeking to involve all people in Christ seek to proclaim
the word of God. We wish to embrace one another as members of
God’s family with Christ as the head. We endeavor to accomplish this
by youth and family ministry and outreach to the community.

Church Council, 2009

President: Cheryl Watkins

Vice-President: Connie Morrow

Secretary: Julie Morton

Treasurer: Cheri Gobel

Financial Secretary: Sylvia Cone

Deacons: Thea Askew, Colwyn Power, Shirley Propp
Trustees: Vacant, Sam Rutherford, David Utech

Board of Education: Cindy Claussen, Christy Power, Lynn Sowders

NT-NL PRAYER LIST

10/4  Francis of Assisi, 10/23 James of Jerusalem, Please pray this month especially
renewer of the church, martyr, 62 for the Mission Endowment
1226; Theodor Fliedner, Fund and the Lutheran
renewer of society, 1864  10/26 Philipp Nicolai, 1608; Foundation of the SW.

Johann Heermann, 1647,

10/6 William Tynsdale, Paul Gerhardt, 1676; 10/4 Zion, Priddy; San Gabriel

translator, martyr, 1536 hymnwriters Mission, Alvarado;
Bethany, Dallas
10/7 Henry Melchior 10/28 Simon and Jude, Apostles

Muhlenberg, pastor in

North America, 1787 10/31 Reformation Day

10/10 Massie L. Kennard,
renewer of the church,
1996

10/15 Teresa of Avila, teacher,
renewer of the church,

1582

10/17 Ignatius, Bishop of
Antioch, martyr, 115

10/18 Luke, Evangelist

e

10/11 Rejoice, Coppell; Church
of the Resurrection,
Roanoke; Bishop’s
Convocation

10/18 Resurrection, Plano; Spirit
of Grace, Saginaw; Our
Savior, Mesquite

10/25 Trinity, Miles; First,
Temple; North Central
West Conference



October 2009

1 7 PM School |2 7 PM Hulsey |3 9 AM Out-
Board Wedding door worship
Rehearsal cleanup
2 PM Hulsey
Wedding
49 AM 5 6:30 PM 6 6:30 PM 7 8 7 PM Church (9 10
Sunday School |Keno Weight Council
10 AM Watchers
Traditional
Worship
1110 AM 127PM4-H |13 630PM |14 15 16 17
Contemporary Weight
Worship Watchers
11 AM Potluck
18 9 AM 19630PM  |206:30PM |21 7PM Bible |22 6:30PM |23 24
Sunday School |Bunko Weight Study Keno
10 AM Watchers
Traditional
Worship
259 AM 26 276:30PM |28 7 PM Bible |29 30 31
Sunday School Weight Study
10 AM Watchers
Contemporary
Worship
Pink Sunday

Reformation




