
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

On Sunday, November 15 

Hope Lutheran Church will 

hold its annual Congregational 

Meeting after worship. 

 

Please plan to attend, we need 

a quorum in order to conduct 

the meeting. 

 

At the meeting we will be 

electing the 2010 Church 

Council. We are still in need of 

someone to serve as president 

of the congregation. Please 

prayerfully consider filling 

this role if you feel so called. 

Neighbor to Neighbors is getting ready for 

their annual Christmas Dinner Baskets Cam-

paign. They are storing turkeys and hams 

that they receive as donations. However, 

they are also calling on area churches to 

assist in these baskets. This year, N2N has 

asked Hope Lutheran Church to donate 

canned chicken broth and cornbread mix. 

Donations can be placed in the bucket in the 

narthex. Donations will be received until De-

cember 11.  Let’s see if we can get 600 

items to fill the 300 baskets that N2N is plan-

ning! 

 

N2N also mentioned that they are in desper-

ate need of cereals: cheerios, oatmeal, 
cream of wheat, etc. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of 

N2N and Azle Community Caring Center. 
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The primary responsibility of 

the president is to preside at 

council meetings. If you are in-

terested in serving on council 

or have any questions about 

nominations, please contact 

Mollie White, nominating com-

mittee. 

 

We will also be voting on the 

2010 church budget. This 

budge outlines our mission 

support, the day-to-day ex-

penses, and Pastor’s salary. 

 

 

 

Following the congregational 

meeting, we will have our an-

nual Thanksgiving potluck! 

Please bring your favorite 

Thanksgiving dish to share. 

Cheryl Watkins is providing the 

turkey and ham for the dinner. 

  Neighbor to Neighbor’s “A Caring Christmas Campaign 



HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 

 

No - I'm not that early! 

 

I'm talking about the CHURCH year.  Happy New Year 

in the Church year.  The church year (liturgical calen-

dar) begins with Advent!  And we are planning a won-

derful Advent Retreat - 'Tis the Season - for 4th to 6th 

graders on December 5-6, 2009.  What a wonderful 

way to start the new year (see next article for more 

information). 

 

And mark your calendar now for these upcoming re-

treats in 2010: 

Senior Citizens Retreat - March 12-14 

Lenten Retreat - March 13-14 

Summer Camp - June 13 to July 30 

Confirmation Retreat - September 10-11 

 

Go to our web site (www.briarwoodretreat.org) for 

more information on the 2010 retreats and the 2010 

Summer Camp season. 

 

2009 has been a wonderful year of renewal, rebirth, 

and rebuilding.  And now 2010 looks like an even 

more exciting year! 

 

+ Peace + 

 

 

Pastor Rob Moore 

Executive Director, Briarwood Lutheran Ministries 

 

Sign up for the electronic version of this newsletter 

at our web site – www.briarwoodretreat.org!! 

ADVENT RETREAT 

DECEMBER 5TH TO 6TH 

You are invited to bring your 

4th through 6th graders to Bri-

arwood on December 5th and 

6th for the  "'Tis the Season" 

Advent Retreat.  This year we 

will explore Advent by exploring 

the "seasons" - the Season of 

Lights, the Season of Gifts, the 

Season of Songs, and the Season of Feasting. 

 

The cost is $60 per youth participant ($30 for addi-

tional children from the same family).  Adult chaper-

ons are free.  Cost includes four meals, snacks, over-

night accommodations, a take home craft project, 

and lots of fun.  Advent Activities will include songs, 

games, campfire, arts & crafts, and Bible study. 

 

For more information - including a brochure and reg-

istration form - Click Here to go to our Retreats page 

of our web site. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT BRIARWOOD 

Mark your calenders now!!  Here are some of the 

upcoming events/retreats: 

Advent Retreat - December 5-6 - 

Briarwood's annual Advent Re-

treat for 4th to 6th graders.  

Sunday Brunch Buffet –

November 1 - Another wonderful 

brunch by our talented chefs - 

Norm and Jeramy.  

 
How to Reach Us 
Briarwood Lutheran Ministries 
670 Copper Canyon Road 
Argyle, TX  76226 Metro 940-241-2099 
Fax:  940-455-2157 
www.briarwoodretreat.org 
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The Briarwood Vine  
Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retreat programs 
to serve, nurture and equip the people of God for God’s work in the world.  



Abundant Blessing 

 

We thank you for the turkey, 

The gravy and the dressing. 

Dear Lord, this table overflows 

With Thy abundant blessing. 

 

Let us always be aware  

That all gifts come from You, 

And may we serve Your heavenly will 

In everything we do. Amen. 
 

 

By Joanna Fuchs 

    WOMEN OF HOPE    
November 2009 

 

 

Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry: 
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and wholeness, 

provide service and means to  act on needed projects for our 
congregation and community, share our blessings and 

thanksgivings, with all glory to God our Father, through the 

power of the Holy Spirit and in  the name of our Lord and sav-

ior, Jesus Christ. 

    
MEETING SCHEDULEMEETING SCHEDULEMEETING SCHEDULEMEETING SCHEDULE::::        Our meetings are held after worship service on the third 
Sunday of each “odd” numbered month (January, March, May, July, September 
and November). 
 
MEETING NOTICE:  Due to our congregational meeting and 
Thanksgiving potluck on November 15, our scheduled meet-
ing will be cancelled. 

 
NEXT MEETING DATE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting 
will be on Sunday, January 17 after worship.   
 
WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO??  -  

Our Teddy Bear Sunday was a great success.  A 
special blessing to all who donate to this com-
forting and healing ministry 

Pink Sunday provided an opportunity to again 
bring awareness to the importance of yearly 
mammograms and prayer for those who are 
newly diagnosed and to the blessed who are 
breast cancer survivors and their families. 

We decided not to have our Advent Holiday Bazaar 
in November, but will be collecting items for 
our Azle Community Care Center church chal-
lenge for Christmas baskets.  More to follow. 

 
TENDER TOUCH PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRYTENDER TOUCH PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRYTENDER TOUCH PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRYTENDER TOUCH PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY – Our Tender 

Touch Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the first Sunday of each 
month at 4 pm at the church.  Please contact Mollie White or Lynn 
Sowders if you have someone who may need to be wrapped in a 
warm knitted blessing. 

    
 

Please check out the Women of Hope Bulletin 
Board for updates.  Here are some of projects 
and events planned for the 2009.  Mark your 
calendars!  

2009 Scheduled Events:  

• December Church Challenge for Christmas Food Baskets for the Azle     December Church Challenge for Christmas Food Baskets for the Azle     December Church Challenge for Christmas Food Baskets for the Azle     December Church Challenge for Christmas Food Baskets for the Azle      
                    Community Care CenterCommunity Care CenterCommunity Care CenterCommunity Care Center 

 

 
Daylight Savings Time 

by Phyllis McGinley 
 

In Spring when maple buds are red, 

We turn the Clock an hour ahead; 

Which means, each April that arrives, 

We lose an hour out of our lives. 

 

Who cares? When Autumn birds in flocks 

Fly southward, back we turn the Clocks, 

And so regain a lovely thing-- 

That missing hour we lost last Spring. 
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Lectors: 
November 1:  Julie Morton 
November 8:  Cheryl Watkins 
November 15:  Karen Propp 
November 22:  Colwyn Power 
November 29: Carol Anderson 
December 6: Kelly Riddle 
December 13: Doris Edmunds 
December 20: Lynn Sowders 
December 24: Nancy Batig 
December 27: Mariah Sowders 

Worship Assistants and Lectors for November and 

December 

Worship Assistants: 
November 1:  Dave Utech 
November 8:  Fred McGilvray 
November 15:  Georgette Clark 
November 22:  Lynn Sowders 
November 29: Dave Utech 
December 6:  Fred McGilvray 
December 13:  Georgette Clark 
December 20: Lynn Sowders 
December 24: Dave Utech 
December 27: Fred McGilvray 
 

Kitchen Angel Flight 
Update  

  
November 2009   

 
Mission Statement: Mission of the Hope Lutheran 
Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian 
comfort and assistance in the form of meals  
during difficult times of illness and mourning for 
church family members. 
 

 
NOTE:  Due to the congregational meeting, 
our next meeting is cancelled. Our next bi-
monthly meeting will be on Sunday, January, 
17 at 11:00 am after service.  
 
We usually meet after service on the third  
Sunday of each “odd” numbered month 
(January, March, May, July, September and  
November) 
 
Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our 
church secretary if you or a church member 
may be in need of meals due to illness.  Please 

remember we can’t provide our ministry unless 
we know there is a need and we need your help 
to direct these needs to our point persons.  
Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board 
for updated information and new team  
assignments. 
 

 

WANTED:  We always need more angels so 
consider this our official invitation to join our  
ministry.  We believe that God is speaking to 
your heart as you read this appeal.  Come and 
join us. 
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Synod News Briefing 
A DISCIPLELIFE SYNOD: NORTHERN TEXAS – NORTHERN LOU IS IANA SYNOD, ELCA 
Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus 

 

The Second Annual Marty Party will give us another chance to be 

both light-hearted and serious about the “loveliness and quirkiness” of being Lutheran. 

Whether we are gathered in traditional potluck dinners or for a time of beer and brats – 

or gathered in an assembly of worship and teaching – (all of which will happen at the 

party), Lutherans know how to find unity in community. We find it in the centrality of 

Christ, in living life around Word and Sacrament, and in the gifts of grace, faith and 

hope. Spend the afternoon with friends on Reformation Day, Saturday, October 31, 2-7 

p.m. at First United, Dallas, (6202 E. Mockingbird). Our speaker is the Rev. Dr. Mark 

Tranvik from Augsburg College in Minneapolis who recently published a new transla-

tion of Luther’s seminal work, The Freedom of the Christian. Questions about the event? Just call 

972.642.LOVE.  

 

Who are the Heroes in your Life?  

That’s the question that will be asked at this 

year’s LYO Jr. High Gathering (grades 6-8) on 

Nov. 13-15 at the DFW Airport Marriott 

South. This is a popular event for our youth. And, as is usual, 

the youth have planned a dance for Saturday night – 

“Hollywood Nights” (they’ll dress like a favorite movie star). 

For information contact Pastor Jamie Bruning (214.637.6865; 

Jamie@ntnl.org) or go to www.ntnlyouth.org.  

 

Toolkit Available Online  

Some congregations and individuals have undertaken a study/

learning process in response to the decisions of the 2009 

ELCA Churchwide Assembly. To assist you in your delibera-

tions, Bishop Kevin Kanouse has compiled a toolkit of items 

worthy of your reading and discussion. There are biblical re-

flections, congregational materials, and ELCA documents that 

can help you. To access the Toolkit go to www.ntnl.org 

“downloads / toolkit”.  

 

FYI… November Emphasis: Please pray for the ELCA World Hunger Appeal  
� Two new web sites – the NT-NL Synod has a new web site – www.ntnl.org with loads of information, pictures and 

downloads, and our companion synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone, has one too – www.elcsl.com.  
� The Parish Lay Ministry Academy’s third one-day workshop is Nov. 21 at Calvary, Richland Hills – on Equipping Everyday 

People to Read the Bible (Libby Buuck / Pr. Ryan Mills). Contact Dean@plmacademy.org.  
� Lutheran Disaster Response urges you to Get a Kit (72-hours of supplies “at the ready” in case a disaster would strike). And 

maybe put together an extra kit to share with someone in need. Learn more at www.ldr.org/ready.  
� The World Hunger Appeal’s task in 2009 is staggering with the worldwide recession taking a disproportionate toll on the 

poor. 1.02 billion people now go hungry each day. Will your congregation respond in some earnest way?  
� Briarwood Retreat Center invites you to Oktoberfest on October 25 beginning at 3 p.m.. It’s a day to celebrate the ministry 

of Briarwood – with food, conversation, and the dedication of the three new cabins. You are invited.  
� Book of Faith is an initiative to encourage people to rediscover the riches of the scriptures. New resource materials are being 

added every day. Start your discovery under “congregations / affirming identity” on the new www.ntnl.org.  
� Thank you. The eleven students currently enrolled in seminary classes (not on internship) from the NT-NL Synod thank you 

for the scholarship gift we were able to give them in October from your mission support offerings.  

NT-NL Disciplelife 
  Immanuel, Posey, refurbished the outdoor church 

sign that Kinsmen, Houston, once had and placed it 

on Hwy 84 for all to see. ≈ Immanuel also partici-

pates in the Foreign Exchange Youth for Under-

standing program to support foreign exchange stu-

dents. ≈ Faith, Wichita Falls, has begun a Parent’s 

Day Out ministry and is already filled to capacity. ≈ 

Our Savior’s, Clifton, will hold its Smorgasbord on 

Nov. 11-12. ≈ Pr. Craig Sturm at Trinity, Sherman, 

has begun a Facebook group for members. ≈ Grace, 

Carrollton, is green – recent actions now save 864 
lbs of carbon emissions (like driving 960 miles less). 

≈ Pastor Geoff Schmitt at First, Shreveport, is 

known to visit members where they work. ≈ Pastor 

Celene Welch (UNT Campus Ministry, Denton) was 

the guest preacher at Good Shepherd, Irving. ≈ St. 

John, Bartlett, sponsors a once-monthly bible study 

at the high school. ≈ Members of Central, Dallas, 

tutor for the neighboring school.  



         William Passavant, 1894;  

          pastors in North America 

 

11/25 Isaac Watts, hymnwriter,  
          1748 

 

11/30 Andrew Apostle 
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11/8 Olivia Riddle 

 Mollie White 

 

11/11 Sylvia Cone 
 

11/12 Carson Power 

 

11/14 Betty Leonard 

 

11/15 Clara Swiggart 

 Sam Graeber 

 

11/26 Karen McGilvray 

 

11/27 John Sowders 
 

11/28 Cindy Claussen 

Hope Lutheran Church is a people created by God in Christ and  
empowered by the Holy Spirit. Recognizing that we are a community 
of Christ’s people seeking to involve all people in Christ seek to proclaim 
the word of God. We wish to embrace one another as members of 
God’s family with Christ as the head. We endeavor to accomplish this 
by youth and family ministry and outreach to the community. 

Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Brennan 

215-280-4638 (mobile) 

k.brennan77@gmail.com 

We’re on the web!  
www.hopelutherantx.org 

Church Council, 2009 
 
President: Cheryl Watkins 
Vice-President: Connie Morrow 

Secretary: Julie Morton 
Treasurer: Cheri Gobel 
Financial Secretary: Sylvia Cone 
 
Deacons: Thea Askew, Colwyn Power, Shirley Propp 
 
Trustees: Vacant, Sam Rutherford, David Utech 
 

Board of Education: Cindy Claussen, Christy Power, Lynn Sowders 

11/3  Martin de Porres,  

         renewer of society, 1639 

 

11/7  John Christian Frederick  
         Heyer, 1873;  

         Bartholomaeus  

         Ziegenbalg, 1719;  

         Ludwig Nommensen,  

         1918; missionaries 

 

11/11 Martin, Bishop of  

          Tours, 397; Soren  

         Aabye Kierkegaard,  

          teacher, 1855 

 
11/17 Elizabeth of Hungary,  

          renewer of society, 1231 

 

11/23 Clement, Bishop of  

          Rome, 100; Miguel  

          Agustin Pro,  martyr,  

          1927 

 

11/24 Justus Falckner, 1723;  

          Jehu Jones, 1852;  

           COMMEMORAT IONS     NOVEMBER B IRTHDAYS 



NOVEMBER 2009 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 9 AM Sunday 
School 
10 AM Traditional 
Worship 

2 6:30 PM Keno 3 6:30 PM Weight 
Watchers 

4 5 7 PM School 
Board 

6 7 

8 9 AM Sunday 
School 
10 AM Contem-
porary Worship 

9 7 PM 4-H 10 6:30 PM 
Weight Watchers 

11 12 7 PM Church 
Council 

13 14 

15 9 AM Sunday 
School 
10 AM Traditional 
Worship 
11 AM  
Congregational 
Meeting and  
Potluck 

16 6:30 PM 
Bunko 

17 6:30 PM 
Weight Watchers 

18 19 20 21 

22 10 AM  
Contemporary 
Worship 

23 24 6:30 PM 
Weight Watchers 

25 26 Thanksgiving 27 28 

29 9 AM Sunday 
School 
10 AM Traditional 
Worship 

30      


