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As we journey into the summer months 
together and the time of the Church, 
the season of growing, we'll be adding 
a couple of new changes in our life at 
Hope Lutheran Church together. 
Firstly, as I noted in last month's  
newsletter, we have purchased  
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the 
new worship resource and hymnal  
produced by the ELCA. Thanks to our 
stewardship as a congregation and your 
generosity in donations, we already 
have forty pew hymnals and the  
leadership resources! So, that means 
that on Sunday, June 1 at the  
traditional worship service, we'll begin 
singing from our new hymnal! 
  
Secondly, in an effort to foster more 
community among us and to continue 
to uphold one another in prayer and 
Christian fellowship, Shirley Propp 
and I have been working together to 
begin a sort of shepherding program. 
We have formed five groups of active 
and associate members that will be 
graciously led by five volunteers. It is 
the goal of these groups to act as a 
prayer and communication chain to 

encourage our praying and  
communicating with and for each other. 
As my time is limited, these groups 
may also serve as a channel of  
communication so that your pastoral 
needs may be met by me, a parish lay 
minister, or a fellow member. It is also 
our hope that these groups will meet for 
fellowship and prayer occasionally. 
Perhaps these groups may provide an-
other opportunity where we can get to 
know each other as brothers and sisters 
in Christ outside of Sunday morning 
worship. 
  
I probably haven't said it enough in my 
short four (official) months here- but I 
am blessed to be your pastor and I ex-
perience much joy being among you 
and worshipping with you. I hope that 
over the summer we will continue to 
grow together in that joy and sense of 
community together, not for our own 
sake but because of and through Christ 
who calls us to be his people in the 
world. 
  
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Kathleen �  
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Vacation Bible School 
will be August 13th, 
14th, and 15th this 
year.  These are Wed., 
Thu., and Fri., eve-
nings from 6 pm to 9 
pm.  The reason that it 

is being held later in the year is that 
many of the teenage youth will be away 
at various camps for the summer, and 
we want them to enjoy the lessons also.   

There will be dinner, snacks, crafts, 
games, and lessons.  The theme this year 
is Friendship Trek, where you learn to 
walk with Jesus as your friend.  I am 
looking for volunteers to help with 
classes, cooking, and providing sup-
plies.   If anyone is interested in helping 
in anyway, please contact Georgette 
Clark or Lynn Sowders. 
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Come and give you and your confir-
mands a treat by coming to the ����
����	
���� ��
��	
� �	
� ����  
We will provide you and your confirma-
tion class with housing, scrumptious 
meals, worship experiences, large 

group games, and other activities, and you will have 
time for in-depth study, group building, or just quality 
group time between pastor and confirmands.  
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host a Day Camp �����
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The Briarwood Vine 
Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retrea t programs 

%������

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

Children’s Sunday School 
The last day for Sunday school is May 18th, before we take a 
break for summer.  School will start up again around Labor Day 
in September.  

 
I’m looking for someone to take over teaching the Sunday school 
class.  On any Sunday, there will be approximately zero to four 
or five children between the ages of four to ten.  Sometimes a 
teenager or two will drop in.  The low attendance rate cannot be 
blamed on the children, only on the parents who do not bring 
them.  For whoever would like to teach this class, I have books 
and supplies that I can give to you.  My term on the Board of 
Education ends in December, and I am also looking for someone 
to replace me.  If anyone is interested, please let me know.  My 
number is 817 270-3616, or leave a note in my box. 
Peace be with you, 
Georgette Clark 
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National Day of Prayer 2008  

Millions United. 1 Day. 1 Voice 

The 57th Annual National Day of Prayer 

will take place Thursday, -May 1, 2008. 

The theme for this year is "Prayer! Amer-

ica's Strength and Shield" and is based on the verse from 

Psalm 28:7 which states: "The Lord is my strength and 

shield; my heart trusts in Him and I am helped."  

 
History Summary 

1775 - The first Continental Congress called for a National 

Day of Prayer 
1863 - Abraham Lincoln called for such a day. 

1952 - Congress established NDP as an annual event by a 

joint resolution, signed into law by President Truman. 
1988 - The law was amended and signed by President 

Reagan, designating the NDP as the first Thursday in May. 

 

 

2008 Prayer for Our Nation by Dr. Ravi Zacharias 

   Holy Father, in a world where so many are hungry, you 

have given us food in abundance; 

   In a world where so many are hurting, you offer to bind 

up our wounds; 

   In a world where so many are lonely, you offer friendship 

to every heart; 

   In a world longing for peace, you offer hope. 

   Yet, we are so stubborn and resistant. Have mercy upon 

us, Lord. 

   Our nation is at a crossroads this year; we look to you to 

be our strength and shield. 

   Please give us the guidance to elect one who will honor 

you and to respond to the wisdom from above so that our 

hope may be renewed and our blessings be treasured. 

 

In God's holy name. Amen. 

   WOMEN OF HOPE  
May 2008 

Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry: 
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and wholeness, 

provide service and means to  
act on needed projects for our congregation and community, 

share our blessings and 
thanksgivings, with all glory to God our Father, through the 

power of the Holy Spirit and in 
 the name of our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ. 
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MEETING DATE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be 
on Sunday, July 20, 2008  after worship service in the 
Adult Classroom.  We need your participation and su p-
port.  Please join us.   We will be discussing upco ming 
year events  

�
INVITATION TO THE WOMEN and girls OF HOPE 

LUTHERAN and their family and Friends 
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Kitchen Angel Flight 

Update   

May 2008   
 

Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran 
Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian  
comfort and assistance in the form of meals during 
difficult times of illness and mourning for church  
family members. 
 
NOTE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be on  
Sunday, July 20 at 11:00 am  in the Adult Classroom.  
 
We usually meet after service on the third Sunday of each 
“odd” numbered month (January, March, May, July,  
September and November) 
 
Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our church 
secretary  if you or a church member may be in need of 
meals due to illness.  Please remember we can’t provide 
our ministry unless we know there is a need and we need 
your help to direct these needs to our point persons.  
Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board for  
updated information and new team assignments. 
WANTED: � �New Angels for Kitchen Angels Flight Crew.  
No previous angel/flying experience required.  Will train.  
Short and flexible schedule.  Be part of a high-flying team 
with blessings galore.  Interested parties, please see 

Cheryl Watkins (Angel Flight Engineer) or one of the 
Squadron captains (Shirley Propp or Connie Talbot) or 
any Kitchen Angel.  Flight benefits available.  Come and 
join us “A few, the blessed, the Kitchen Angels.” 
We always need more angels so consider this our official 
invitation to join our ministry.  We believe that God is 
speaking to your heart as you read this appeal.  Come 
and join us. 
 
Mark your calendars :   
Our 2008 meetings and activities/projects: 

Sunday, July 20th  after service – Meeting 
�
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Synod News Briefing  
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Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus 

 
It truly was a Holy Week – the mission trip that fourteen young adults took with 
Bishop and Mrs. Kevin Kanouse to Sierra Leone, West Africa. The week began with palms and 
the Palm Sunday procession at St. Mark’s in Calaba Town and with songs from 150 primary 
school students from the rapidly expanding schools within the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Sierra Leone. (A majority of the members of the ELCSL are under age 29!). Throughout the 
week, ELCSL young adults hosted our NT-NL young adults, engaging in song, skits, worship, 

food, fun and conversation. Along the way our group met up with Rev. Jere Yovonie (formerly of St. John Lu-
theran Church, Dallas) who now serves as Paramount Chief – a governmental and cultural leader in Sierra Leone. 
Holy Week services were a big part of the group’s experience, including foot washing, Good Friday observances, 
a Vigil Service which included the baptism of 42 people, and festive Easter celebrations in the congregations of 
the ELCSL. Visiting the Jubilee Center – still under construction in Freetown – was a powerful reminder of the 
witness that the ELCSL makes in the capital city and of the companionship the NT-NL Synod shares with them in 
funding the construction. “This trip is joy-filled, energizing and life-giving to us. We share the stories of our 
synod’s life, and they share stories of their faith…the trip has enacted Jesus’ command that we love one an-
other…for which we give thanks to God,” said Bishop Kanouse. (Read the Bishop’s entire communiqué at 
www.NTNL.org/resources/SLCommunique2008.pdf.)  
   

Waco Area Congregations Deliver  
Eleven congregations in the Waco area joined together in gathering “a ton of stuff” in support of Lutheran World 
Relief’s (LWR) programs in March. The congregations filled five skids with 467 quilts, 89 school kits, 259 health 
kits, 75 sewing kits, 21 layettes and a hundred pounds of soap. Such a wonderful witness! Thank you First/
Temple, First/Waco, Immanuel/ Killeen, St. John/Bartlett, St. John/Coryell City, St. Matthew/ Waco, St. Paul/
Crawford, Trinity/Clifton, Trinity/Pottsville, Zion/McGregor and Zion/Priddy. Learn more about the emergency 
relief efforts of LWR at www.LWR.org.  
   
 

DiscipleLife ELCA World Hunger Appeal  
It can be a real test of endurance for most of us to be a couple hours late eating a meal. We cannot imagine what 
the world’s hungry masses experience daily. As a part our shared DiscipleLife, congregations of the synod are 
urged to engage in at least one earnest effort to support the ELCA’s World Hunger Appeal each year. There’s 
helpful information at www.ELCA.org/hunger.  
  
   

FYI… May Emphasis: Briarwood Lutheran Ministries  
 
�� Cheryl Walenta, a member of First/Longview and a middler student at the Lutheran Seminary Program in the Southwest in 

Austin has been named a recipient of a Philip L. Wahlberg Scholarship. “She is recognized for her love for people, her strong 
work ethic, and her infectious personality.” The NT-NL Synod is proud of “one of our own.”  

�� Rejoice Lutheran Church in Frisco broke ground for the construction of their first facility on April 13th. The congregation 
will build on the NE corner of Independence and El Dorado in Frisco.  

�� The foundation has been laid for the construction of the first facility for Santa Maria Lutheran Church in Irving (Pastor 
Pedro Portillo). Soon the walls will appear on the site at MacArthur Blvd and Hunter Ferrell Road.  

�� The annual Global Mission Event tells the story of the ELCA’s ministries around the world. It’s colorful, fascinating and en-
ergizing – at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse on July 17-20. Info contact www.ELCA.org/gme/gme2008.  

�� The ELCA’s web site – long regarded for the breadth of information, resources and support it offers – is undergoing an 
“extreme makeover”. Better navigation and coordination will be evident. Go to www.ELCA.org after May 1.  

�� Though totally eclipsed by the changes on the ELCA site, the NT-NL web site has also undergone some navigational  im-
provements. Comments and suggestions about www.NTNL.org can be directed to Stan.Meyer@ntnl.org . 
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West Fort Worth Chapter UPDATE 
 

Here are some of the events that are being sponsored by your West Fort Worth Chapter of Thrivent  
Financial for Lutherans: 
 

JOIN HANDS DAY  is May 3, 2008 and is a national volunteer day sponsored by America’s  
fraternal benefit societies. This special day generates awareness about the powerful impact 
grassroots volunteerism has on communities across the nation while bringing youth and adults 
together to build lasting friendships across generations.  Our chapter will be conducting several 
Join Hands activities in May: 

 
· They will be compiling and sending “care packages” to military personnel deployed in Iraq and  
      Afghanistan.  But we need your help.  Due to security concerns, packages must be sent to a specific  
      person.  If you know of anyone currently serving in these areas, please send their name and mailing  
      address to Janet Adkins (817-448-8645 iloveamystery@aol.com) or Jean Baron (817-270-0239  
      jeanbaron4@netzero.net).  There will be a box in narthex for  your donations of the following items,  
      which will be picked up by chapter leaders week of May 19: 

· Q-tips, aloe vera gels, candy (that won’t melt, no chocolate please), beef jerky, cleaning 
wipes, Chapstick, deodorants, razors, shaving cream, suntan lotion, lotions, small food items 
that pack well (example: mac & cheese in sealed containers ready to heat and eat) and don’t 
need refrigeration. 

 
· They will also be helping the veterans either at the Presbyterian Night Shelter or the VA hospital.  More 

details on this via bulletin inserts and notices. 
 

Thrivent Financial for Lutheran Night at the Fort W orth Cats Baseball Game    
The Chapter Board has arranged for 50 tickets to the CATS Game on June 14 at LaGrave 
Field (301 NE 6th St, Fort Worth, TX 76164-9434).  The cost is $5 per ticket and the tickets are 
for Thrivent members and family.  Please make your checks out to West Fort Worth Chapter 
Thrivent and mail to Jean Baron (7423 Elman Lane, Azle, TX  76020-5401, 817-270-0239 

jeanbaron4@netzero.net).  The deadline for tickets is June 2.   This will be great family fun time. 
 

  
Thrivent Builds is looking at building two houses in the North Fort Worth area and is for a  
Congregational Champion from each Lutheran church.  This person would be the point per-
son to communicate and organize volunteers in their congregation.  If interested please see 
Connie Morrow or Mollie White.  The builds are scheduled to begin the week of September 

9th.  The North Texas North Louisiana ELCA Bishop Kevin Kanouse and his staff are scheduled to work on 
a house in Fort Worth houses on Wednesday, Sep 10!   Right now they have 6 confirmed - Two years ago 
in Dallas they invited other ELCA pastors to come "Build with the Bishop" and had great response.   

 
 
If you have any questions, please ask Hope Lutheran’s Thrivent Congregational Coordinators:   
Mollie White, Connie Morrow or Karen Propp. 
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5/24 Nicolaus Copernicus,  
        1543; Leonhard Euler,  
        1783; scientists 
 
5/26 Memorial Day 
 
5/27 John Calvin, renewer of  
        the church, 1564 
 
5/29 Jiri Tranovsky,  
        hymnwriter, 1637 
 
5/31 Visit of Mary to  
         Elizabeth 
 

5/1  Ascension of Our Lord 
 
5/2  Philip and James,  
      Apostles 
 
5/4  Monica, mother of  
       Augustine, 387 
 
5/8  Julian of Norwich,  
       renewer of the church,  
       c. 1416 
 
5/9  Nicolaus Ludwig von  
       Zinzendorf, renewer of  
       the church, hymnwriter,  
       1760 
 
5/11 Mother’s Day 
 
5/14 Matthias, Apostle 
 
5/18 Erik, king of Sweden,  
        martyr, 1160 
 
5/21 Helena, mother of  
        Constantine, c. 330 

Please pray this month  
especially for Briarwood  
Lutheran Ministries 
 
Please pray each week for the 
congregations and ministries 
of our synod: 
 
5/4   St. John, Bartlett; Prince  
        of Peace, Arlington;  
        ELCA Mission  
        Investment Fund 
 
5/11 St. Paul, Farmers  
        Branch; Trinity,  
        Sherman; South Dallas  
        Conference 
 
5/18 Immanuel, Posey; First,  
        Longview; Midland,  
        Midland 
 
5/25 Holy Trinity,  
        Shreveport; Christ,  
        Dallas; Greater Fort  
        Worth Conference 
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Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Brennan 
215-280-4638 (mobile) 
k.brennan77@gmail.com 
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Church Council, 2008 
 
President: Cheryl Watkins 
Vice-President: Mollie White 
Secretary: Julie Morton 
Treasurer: Vacant 
Financial Secretary: Sylvia Cone 
 
Deacons: Carl Clark, Betty Leonard, Colwyn Power 
 
Trustees: Joe Morton, Sam Rutherford, David Utech 
 
Board of Education: Georgette Clark, Christy Power, Lynn Sowders 
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