Although we’re in tough times
economically, the church still
needs money to function and to
do its ministry. And you might be
surprised to know that there is a
lot that your offering does for the
work of the gospel! In addition to
simply supporting the general
fund and the building fund, your
offering can do many other
things!
- You can designate your of-

fering to support the work of
the larger church, including
World Hunger or Lutheran
Disaster Relief.

You can designate your of-
fering to support local organi-
zations such as Azle Com-
munity Caring Center or
Springtown Neighbor to
Neighbor.

This summer, Nathan Propp
and Geoffrey Sowders will be
going with Pastor Kathleen to
the National Youth Gathering
of the ELCA. This week will

As part of our service to the communitifhis month’s item are dental supplies:
each shepherding group will have a bdwothbrushes, toothpaste, floss, and

at church in which we will be filling

not only include times of wor-
ship and celebration, but it
will also involve service pro-
jects by 36,000 Lutherans in
New Orleans and surround-
ing areas. You can designate
part of your offering to sup-
port this trip.
Through a generous offering,
we have also been able to
set up a sort of discretionary
fund that can help families in
need. You can donate to this
fund by designating: Family
Needs.
Of course, your offerings of
food and various items to
Community Caring and
Neighbor to Neighbor are
also incredibly important, as
well as your time and gifts to
the work of the church.
We reflect our faith and our love
of God through our lives. Share
the gifts that you have been
given!

In Christ, Pastor Kathleen

mouthwash.

with various items each month. The box

with the most items ,wins!

People cannot buy these supplies with
food stamps, so they are very good

If you are not sure which shepherding items to donate to the Community
group you are a part of, please contactCaring Center and Neighbor to

Shirley Propp or Connie Morrow.

Neighbor!

Thanks for you help!

%



The Briarwood Vine

Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retrea t programs
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WOMEN OF HOPE
May 2009

Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry
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2009 Women of Hope Ladies’ Brunch, Sunday, May
17™ at 1:00 pm. Our theme has changed and it will be

Uplift and support each other, promote healing and
wholeness, provide service and means to act on needed
projects for our congregation and community, share our
blessings and thanksgivings, with all glory to God our
Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit and in the
name of our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ.
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MEETING DATE: Our next bi-monthly meeting will be
on Sunday, July 19th after worship.

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO?? - At our March meet-
ing, we voted to:

Provide a Saturday lunch at the Azle Habitat for
Humanity build — May 16 at 8:30 am
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Center in Fort Worth. She will show us how to do
“Laughter Yoga. Laughter Yoga combines uncondi-

381 $ -+ & ti@p | laughter with yogic breathing
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2009 Scheduled Events

“BEE HAPPY”. The cost will be $5 per person.
Make checks out to the Women of Hope. Be
sure to sign up on so that we know how much
food to reserve for you and your family/
guests. Our guest speaker is Linda Davis, an

\ assistant professor at UNT Health Science

. Come and join us
wonderful fellowship of fun, food and belly
hs.

Please check out the Women of Hope Bulletin
Board for updates. Here are some of projects
and events planned for the 2009. Mark your
calendars!

~

May 3rd - Rachel’'s Sunday — First Sunday in May

May 7thth — National Day of Prayer — First Thursitayay
May 16th - Habitat for Humanity Lunch Assembly :3@
am

May 17th — Ladies Luncheon (Sunday after Mothery)D
Theme: Under “BEE HAPPY”

September — December Fundraiser for 2009 Projeay¢e
Serenity Garden)

October 18th — Teddy Bear Sunday

@%% 2009 Easter Lily Memory and Celebration Garden
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Kitchen Angel
Flight Update
May 2009

P

Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran
Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian
comfort and assistance in the form of meals
during difficult times of illness and mourning for
church family members.

NOTE: Our next bi-monthly meeting willbe on  Sun-

day, July 19 at 11:00 am after service.

We usually meet after service on the third Sunday of each
“odd” numbered month (January, March, May, July, Sep-
tember and November)

Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our church
secretary if you or a church member may be in need of
meals due to illness. Please remember we can't provide

our ministry unless we know there is a need and we need
your help to direct these needs to our point persons.
Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board for up-
dated information and new team assignments.
WANTED: We always need more angels so consider this
our official invitation to join our ministry. We believe that
God is speaking to your heart as you read this appeal.
Come and join us.
Mark your calendars :

Our 2009 meetings and activities/projects: Sunday, July

19th after service — Meeting
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by Beth Moore, Honorary Chairman

The 58th Annual National Day of Prayer will take place Thursday, May 7, 2009. Millions will unite in prayer as thou-

sands of events will take place from coast to coast. The theme for this year is "Prayer... America's Hope"

and is

based on the verse from Psalm 33:22 which states:

"May your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord, even as we put our hope in you."
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Synod News Briefing

F 9
Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus

TLU CHOICE: An Innovative Offer

Texas Lutheran University has announced a new scholarship program to help respend to t
rising costs of a college education in tough economic times. Students who haveapéeh g

regular admission to either UT Austin or Texas A&M

TLU

College Station amdwauld prefer the

benefits of a private liberal arts education are being offered a TLUasshid that will make

the costs of attending TLU the same as UT or A&M. “The CHOICE scholarshippsoup-
portunity for even more students to experience the vibrant community ofrdeglieEngagement and personal at-
tention that makes TLU distinctive” said TLU President Ann Svennungsemikasoffer exists for transfer stu-
dents. Texas Lutheran University, annually cited as one of the best univéngise®gion and classification, is
affiliated with the ELCA and is an exclusively undergraduate universityediberal arts, sciences and profes-
sional studies. Founded in 1891, TLU is located in Seguin less than an hour from San Antonidiandfeus

university has an enrollment of approximately 1400.

Hunger Goal Achieved - Thanks to You

One of theDiscipleLifegoals adopted in 2007 was to have every congregation participate in the ELGRANMDnder
Appeal. Our “Public Witness” goal team set a target of $6.00 per baptizatlene a substantial increase over previ-

ous years. In 2008 the NT-NL Synod surpassed that goal by giving more

than $158,000 — nearly doubling our giving in 2005 ($87,000)! Thank yoj

New Call Process Web Site

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has launched a new wédb $ikg,

help congregations, church-related organizations and rostered leadees |
with synods to engage the Call Process. The site provides a means to (
available positions, receive helpful information and submit mghititms.
The new site has been under development for two years; the Project Di
is Pastor Stan Meyer of the NT-NL Synod.

FYI... May Emphasis: Briarwood Lutheran Ministries

From May 11-31 the ELCA will broadcast nationallgexies of televisions ads
on CNN, CNN Headline News, Fox News, HGTV and DI¥tNork, supported by
print, outdoor and online advertising.

<

around the synod
Shepherd King, Lubbock,invited Pr.
eve Kanouse to lead a visioning exerci
alKing of Glory, Dallas, sponsored asi
Q§inual Crockpot Cookoff. ~ Pastor Russ
Vardell, First United, Dallas, has begun a
@rynet blog. Living Word, Grapevine,
sponsors a support/networking group cal
The Corporate Connectipthey meet for
breakfast at a local restauraniGrace,
Abilene, is helping two refugee families,
and the youth are preparing packages fo
our troops. Gloria Dei, Lubbock, offers
aWeb of Creatiommphasis noting ecolog
cal resources. €alvary, Richland Hills,
offered aHealing Prayemworkshop

Briarwood Retreat Center has a full summer of caamukactivities planned

beginning June 14 and continuing through July. &la@e camps for groups ranging fromtBrough 12 grade. Some camps fo-
cus on confirmation classes others on leadershipldement. All are terrific. Support Briarwood, aaynod’s retreat and camp

center.

The ELCA Churchwide Assembly is August 17-23 in Reapolis. These assemblies are extravaganzas shipactivity,
learning, community and deliberation. Visitors alcome — just register as a “Congregation Obsérver

The Lutheran Study Bible is now available for pash from Augsburg Fortress. This version of thgokames reads
smoothly and contains a lot of helpful informatimmthe scripture as seen from a Lutheran perspgectiv

Cheryl Walenta, a member of First, Longview, arddualent at the Lutheran Seminary Program in thef8ast was one of
three seminarians to receive fkilip L. Wahlberg Scholarshjpecognizing strong talent and leadership.

Is your congregation planning a mission trip in 200/any NT-NL congregatio

ns do impressive and guasiwork on behalf

of others who need our love and effort. Let us kmmdwour mission trip by contacting Pastor Stan ktey



HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

| have c:]ffered the services of Hope Lutheran Church to provide lunch for the Habitatsnork8aturday
May 16",

| hope you will join me, in providing a good Lutheran lunch for these hard working volunteersvil\Mdeed
to provide food and paper products for 32 people. The Habitat people will provide at leastatie & will
be holding meetings after Sunday services to plan the menu, and coordinate the workedunested that
the April and May funds from the Pickle Jar be used towards purchasing supplies.

Anyone wanting to help can contact Georgette Clark at church, or at 817 270-3616.

The address for the house is 510 Alameda Rd., Azle, TX. The location is off 199, between Sea@tland A
Wells Burnett Rd. | have some information on the family, if anyone is intdre$tee construction takes
place on Fridays and Saturdays, starting M&y IByou are interested in doing construction work on this
home, it has been requested that you first contact Trinity Habitat for Hymianfiind out if any help is
needed on the day that you want to work. You have to be at least 16 yrs old to work on a house.

Their web site iswww.trintyhabitat.organd phone number is 817 926-9219

Trinity

:-f“- Habitat

for Humanity”

Building homes and hope in
partnership with God's people.
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Church Council, 2009

President: Cheryl Watkins

Vice-President: Connie Morrow

Secretary: Julie Morton

Treasurer: Cheri Gobel

Financial Secretary: Sylvia Cone

Deacons: Colwyn Power, Shirley Propp, Thea Askew
Trustees: Sam Rutherford, David Utech, vacant

Board of Education: Christy Power, Lynn Sowders)dyiRamon

Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Brennan

215-280-4638 (mobile)
k.brennan77@gmail.com

Secretary: Colwyn Power
817-221-4673

5/1 Phillip and James,
Apostles

5/2 Athanasius, Bishop of
Alexandria, 373

5/4 Monica, mother of
Augustine, 387

5/8 Julian of Norwich,
renewer of the church,
1416; Victor the Moor,
martyr, 303

5/9 Nicholas Ludwig von

Zinzendorf, renewer of the
church, hymnwriter, 1760

5/14 Matthias, Apostle

5/18 Erik, King of Sweden,
martyr, 1160

Q@

5/21 Helena, mother of Please pray this month for
Constantine, 330 Briarwood Lutheran Ministries

5/24 Nicolaus Copernicus, 5/3 St. John, Bartlett; Sagrada

1543; Leonhard Euler, Familia Mission, Garland;
1783, scientists ELCA Mission Investment
Fund

5/27 John Calvin, renewer 1
the church, 1564 5/10 St. Paul, Farmers Branch;
Trinity, Sherman; South
5/29 Jiri Tranovsky, Dallas Confernce
hymnwriter, 1637
5/17 Immanuel, Posey; First,
5/31 Visit of Mary to Longview; Midland,
Elizabeth Midland

T

5/25 Holy Trinity, Shreveport;
Christ, Dallas; Greater Fort
Worth Conference

5/31 St. Olaf, Cranfills Gap;
Advent, Arlington; Fund for
Leaders in Mission
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