
A SPIR ITUAL SA INT PATRICK’S DAY  

LOOKING AHEAD TO HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

 St. Patrick’s Day falls smack dab in 

the middle of Lent and, for many, is 

seen as a “day off” from Lent.  In-

stead, we can look it as a day to 

strengthen our Lenten disciplines. 

 

A Spiritual St. Patrick’s Day 

 St. Patrick, who was not Irish, 

was held as a slave in Ireland for 

6 years. Upon gaining his free-

dom, he entered the Church and 

then decided to return to Ireland, 

holding no grudge. St. Patrick’s 

Day, therefore, is a good opportu-

nity to focus on the idea of for-

giveness and letting go of 

grudges. 

 St. Patrick is responsible for the 

conversion of countless numbers 

of people. Lent, of course, is a 

time of conversion for all of us. 

St. Patrick’s Day is a good oppor-

tunity to focus on our own call to 

conversion. 

 St. Patrick is known for his fa-

On Sunday, March 28, Palm/Passion 

Sunday, we will be holding the Last Sup-

per Play in conjunction with Poolville 

Methodist Church. It will be at Hope at 3 

PM. The play will be followed by coffee 

and desserts.  Please bring something to 

share. 

 

On Thursday, April 1 at 7 PM, we will 

have Maundy Thursday services. We will 

share in scripture reading, foot washing 

and Holy Communion. We will celebrate 

the first communion of Sam Graeber. 

A Good Friday service of Light and 

Darkness will be April 2 at 7 PM. If you 

would like to sing or be a reader, please 

sign up on the sheet posted on the door to 

the church. 

 

Easter services will be April 4 at 7:30 

AM followed by Easter Egg Hunt at 9 

AM and Breakfast provided by the men 

at 9:30! We will welcome new members 

on Easter Sunday. To help with the 

breakfast, please sign-up on the sheet 

posted on the door to the church. 
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mous prayer: the Breastplate of 

St. Patrick. St. Patrick’s Day is a 

great opportunity to introduce 

young people to this prayer and 

to invite them to take it to heart 

(memorize it). You can find it in 

ELW 450. 

 St. Patrick was a missionary and 

St. Patrick’s Day is a perfect day 

for us to pray for missionar-

ies and to learn about  Lutheran 

missionaries in the world. 

 St. Patrick is known for using a 3-

leaf clover to explain the Trinity…

use this day as an opportunity  to 

understand the Mystery of the 

Trinity: Three Persons in One 

God – a loving community of Fa-

ther, Son, and Holy Spirit 

 On St. Patrick’s Day, we celebrate 

all things Irish. One popular sym-

bol of Irish heritage is the Celtic 

Cross. 
Adapted from Catechistôs Journey, a blog by 

Loyola Press, catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com 

 



SAVE THE DATE - May 7, 2010  

GALA DINNER AND AUCTION  

LENTEN RETREAT - He 

Took Bread ...  

Now for 4th Grade  

THROUGH Middle 

School  

Your child is invited to Briarwood on March 13th and 14th 
as we sit with Jesus as "He Took Bread ..."  We will explore 
several times of Jesus' ministry - from His temptation in 
the wilderness to the Last Supper.  Our time this year will 
include worship and singing, Bible study and small group 
discussion, games, campfire, bread making, an arts and 
crafts project, and all the enjoyment of a great camping 
experience.  This is a wonderful time of year to be at Briar-
wood.  For more information and a brochure/registration 
form, go to our web site at www.briarwoodretreat.org or 
contact Jon Thompson, Program Director, at 940-241-2099 
(or by email at jon@briarwoodretreat.org.) 

 

SENIORS RETREAT  

The Art of Living  

Yesterday, Today, and  

Tomorrow  

 
You are invited to join us for the annual Seniors Retreat at 
Briarwood. Designed for the retired, semi-retired, or still 
working - there is no age limit.  Our time this year will in-
clude worship, Bible study (led by Pastor Jane Mar, Bishop 
Assistant), interesting workshops, and opportunities for 
horseshoes, card and board games, bird watching with 
Stephanie Varnum, hiking, and much more.  
 

For more information and a brochure/registration form, go 
to our web site at www.briarwoodretreat.org or contact  
Jean Oswald, Ambassador, at 940-241-2099 (or by email at 
jean@briarwoodretreat.org.)  

The Briarwood Vine  
Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retreat programs  
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An elegant evening ... 

... for the love of camp  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are cordially invited to join the 

Briarwood Retreat Center 

celebrate its 

15th anniversary of Ministry and Service 

to the Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod and the 
thousands of children, youth, young adults, and adults 

whose lives have been blessed through our summer camp 
and retreat ministries with 

a three course dinner, drinks, 

silent and live auction, dancing 

Date: Friday, May 7, 2010 

Time: 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

Location: Canyon Creek Country Club 

625 West Lookout Drive 

Richardson, TX  75234 

Business or Formal Attire is suggested 

For more information, go to our web site at 
www.briarwoodretreat.org 

http://www.briarwoodretreat.org
mailto:jon@briarwoodretreat.org
http://www.briarwoodretreat.org
mailto:jean@briarwoodretreat.org
http://www.briarwoodretreat.org
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2010 EASTER LILY GARDEN ORDER FORM  

Easter Lilies are $12.50 each and will be placed in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday.  You may pick up your plant(s) after Easter Sunday service.   The 

order and payment deadline is Sunday, March 21st (Make check out to Women of Hope).  Please check “In loving memory of”, “In celebration of” or both, 

along with the name(s) of those you are honoring by sharing your flowers with the entire congregation.  Thank you for helping us to make our church 

beautiful while we joyously celebrate our dear Savior’s Resurrection. 

 

Name:  _______________________________________  Telephone:  ________________________ 

 

___   In loving memory of: __________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________ 

___   In celebration of: __________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________ 

 

___  Number of plants @ $12.50 each = $___________  Total Due (checks to be made out to Women of Hope)   

 

Paid:  ____ 

    WOMEN OF HOPE    
MARCH 2010 

 

 

 

Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry: 
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and 

wholeness, provide service and means to  act on 

needed projects for our congregation and commu-

nity, share our blessings and thanksgivings, with all 

glory to God our Father, through the power of the 

Holy Spirit and in  the name of our Lord and savior, 

Jesus Christ. 

 

MEETING SCHEDULE:  Our meetings are held after worship service on the 

third Sunday of each “odd” numbered month (January, March, May, July, 

September and November). 

 

MEETING DATE:  Our next bi -monthly meet-
ing will be on Sunday, March 14

th
 after wor-

ship.   Please join us.    
 
2010 Project – Our 2010 project is to provide prayers and 

sponsorship of the local women’s shelter.  We will be orga-

nizing fundraisers and projects to help and serve these 

women.  We welcome any an all ideas and participation. 

 

TENDER TOUCH PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY ï Our Ten-

der Touch Prayer Shawl Ministry will be reorganiz-

ing.  Shawls and blankets are still being produced as this 

loving ministry continues forward.  Please watch for more info in the 

future.  See Lynn Sowders if you have any questions.  

 

Please check out the Women of Hope Bulletin Board for up-

dates.  Here are some of projects and events planned for the 

2010.  Mark your calendars!  

 

2010 Scheduled Events: 

 Year Long Continuing 2010 Project activities 

 March 14th after service – Meeting 

 Easter Lilies – Order Deadline is March 21.  Order form and de-

tails will be in the March Newsletter 

 May 2nd   - Rachel’s Sunday – First Sunday in May 

 May 6th – National Day of Prayer – First Thursday in May 

 May 16th – Ladies Luncheon (Sunday after Mother’s Day) Theme:  

Mad Hatter Tea Party 

 October 17th – Teddy Bear Sunday  
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Kitchen Angel     
 Flight Update 

March 2010  
 

Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran 
Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian com-
fort and assistance in the form of meals during diffi-
cult times of illness and mourning for church family 
members.  
 
NOTE:  Our next bi -monthly meeting will be on Sun-
day, March 14

th
 at 11:00 am  after service.  

 
We usually meet after service on the third Sunday of each 
ñoddò numbered month (January, March, May, July, Sep-
tember and November) 
 
Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our church 
secretary  if you or a church member may be in need of 
meals due to illness.  Please remember we canôt provide 
our ministry unless we know there is a need and we need 
your help to direct these needs to our point persons.  
Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board for up-
dated information and new team assignments. 
 

WANTED:   We always need more angels so consider this 
our official invitation to join our ministry.  We believe that 
God is speaking to your heart as you read this appeal.  
Come and join us. 

 

 

Worship Assistants and Lectors for  
March and April 

Worship Assistants: 
March 7: Nancy Batig 
March 14: Carol Bottke 
March 21: Lynn Sowders 
March 28: Fred McGilvray 
April 4: Georgette Clark 
April 11: Nancy Batig 
April 18: Carol Bottke 
April 25: Lynn Sowders 
 
Lectors: 
March 7: Norma Hulsey 
March 14: Kelly Riddle 
March 21: Carol Bottke 
March 28: Colwyn Power 
April 4: Cheryl Watkins 
April 11: Lynn Sowders 
April 18: Fred McGilvray 
April 25: Georgette Clark 
 
 
If you would like to serve, contact Pastor Kathleen or Lynn Sowders. 

    Food for thought 
Counting:  

A little history of how '40 Days of Lent' came to be  
By Pastor Robert A Rimbo  
 

Hereôs a timely ñworship whyò: ñIf Lent is 40 days, why are there 46 days between Ash Wednesday and 
Easter?ò 
 

The idea of ñthe 40 days of Lentò has always been more of a metaphor than a literal count. The season of 
preparation for Easter Sunday has ranged from one day (first century) to 40 (today in the Western church be-
cause we donôt include Sundays). Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at sunset on Maundy Thursday. 
 

ñLentò is from the Old English word for spring and basically refers to the lengthening of days in the Northern 
Hemisphere this time of year. Lent has historically been a time of repentance and forgiveness, prayer, prepa-
ration for or recollection of baptism, and preparation for celebrating the Three Days and the Easter season. Its 
observance is as old as the fourth century.  
 

At the Council of Nicea in 325, the bishops spoke of the quadragesima paschae (Latin for ñ40 days before 
Easterò) as the well-established custom. At that time Lent began on the sixth Sunday before Easter and ended 
at dusk on Holy Thursday ð40 days. But the council also forbade fasting, kneeling and any other acts of sor-
row and penance on Sundays, even in Lent. So only 34 of the 40 days were for fasting, which apparently was a 
problem for some.  
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Synod News Briefing  
A DISCIPLELIFE SYNOD: NORTHERN TEXAS – NORTHERN LOUIS IANA SYNOD, ELCA 

Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus  

Help Stuff a Shipping Container  
Congregations across the NT-NL Synod are invited to send medical supplies 

with their voting members to the 2010 Synod Assembly in Amarillo. A shipping 

container bound for our friends in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra 

Leone will await them ï already half full of dehydrated food supplies. The other 

half will be filled with the medical supplies that we collect ï like microscopes, 

thermometers, blood pressure cuffs, glucometers, scales, bandages, scissors, 

cloth diapers, bar soap and layettes (no medications as they might spoil en 

route). And there is room for school supplies, carpenter tools, liturgical supplies and two Honda motor cycles. 

Please, no LBWs, clothes, American textbooks or anything rusty or broken. The link to the complete list of 

needed items can be found on the homepage of www.NTNL.org. Visitors 

and voting members at this assembly will hear from Pastor Kate Warn, 

our synodôs Pastor-in-Residence in Sierra Leone. She will speak of the 

great needs that are present among the people and the powerful way our 

financial and material support is a blessing to them.  

 

Remember the People of Haiti  
NT-NL Synod congregations observed a synodwide day of prayer for Hai-

tians on Feb. 14, but a single prayer or a single donation is never fully 

enough. Continue to pray for the ongoing rebuilding work there and to stay 

informed by logging on to www.ELCA.org/disaster. If you wish to make a 

donation, you may place it in the offering plate clearly marked Haitian Re-

lief (which the synod will channel to Lutheran World Relief) or you may 

donate directly online at www.LWR.org.  

 

Psalms: Book of Praises  
Professor Chip Bouzard of Wartburg College ï a specialist on the Psalms ï 

will be teaching about the types of psalms and the ways they can be used in 

our worship and spiritual life. Special attention will be given to the psalms of 

lament. You are invited! The class is offered on April 17 (9 a.m. ï 3 p.m.) as 

a part of the Parish Lay Ministry gathering held at Calvary, Richland Hills. 

Cost, $35. RSVP to Dean Russell Vardell (dean@plmacademy.org).  

 

FYIé March Emphasis: Pray for Theological Education and our Journey to Easter  

 

× SeniorFest 2010 features Tom McDermott ï a storyteller and musician ï on March 6 at King of Glory, Dallas, 9 

a.m. ï 4 p.m. The event is sponsored by the Association of Lutheran Older Adults.  

 

× A Seniors Retreat: The Art of Living, will be offered at Briarwood on March 12-14 with workshops on fitness, 

genealogy, travel and others. Info contact www.BriarwoodRetreat.org.  

 

× A seminar on The Ethics of Food takes place at Walnut Hill, Dallas, on March 20 beginning at 9:45 a.m. Info 

contact www.NTNL.org ï ñUpcoming Eventsò list on the homepage.  

 

× Dig deeper! Dig deeper into scripture; be reminded of its power and message for life. Learn more about the Book 

of Faith Initiative at www.NTNL.org / Congregations / Lutheran Identity.  

 

DiscipleLife  
around the synod  

New Hope, Keller, has given generous 

help to a family from Liberia trying to get 

started here in the U.S. å Holy Trinity, 

Shreveport, had its Annual Chili Cookoff 

in February. å Advent, Arlington, is plan-

ning a Mexico Mission Trip in March. å 

Rejoice, Coppell, took a special ñnoisy 

offeringò for Campus Ministry. å A num-

ber of NT-NL congregations sponsored a 

Souper Bowl of Caring to raise money for 

the hungry. å St. Matthew, Waco, plans a 

special Lenten Cantata, Colors of Grace: 

Lessons for Lent. å King of Glory, Dallas, 

participates in In the City for Good ï to 

support ministries within urban environ-

ments. å New Life in Christ, Duncanville, 

has a Alzheimerôs Care-givers Support 

Group. å Trinity, Fort Worth, offers a 

yearlong Bible study online. å Midland, 

Midland, supports Casa de Amigos, Family 

Promise of Midland, Dreamcatchers Minis-

try and ELCA World Hunger.  
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A Weekend Of Discovery... é A Life Time Of Love! 

April 30 ɀ May 2, 2010 
(Tentative future Weekends: July and November, 2010) 

 

Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends are for husbands & wives who are in love and want to make 

that love even stronger.  The Weekend is an opportunity for husbands & wives to get away from the every day 

hassles.  It is a time to focus on their lives together.  The Weekend improves communication between hus-

bands and wives.  Three Lutheran lay couples and a Lutheran clergy couple lead the Weekend.  They help the 

husbands & wives become more sensitive to the needs of each other.  The Weekend is a rich experience that 

touches those married 5 years or long enough to be grandparents.  It is a very private experience.  Husbands & 

wives practice the communication skills in the privacy of their own rooms.  The Weekend is not group ori-

ented.  There are no group discussions.  It is for any couple that is in love and wants to continue living together 

in the vows they made on their wedding day. 

Marriage Encounter is the worldôs largest pro-marriage organization.  Over 2 million couples have at-

tended weekends in over 65 countries.  Over 80,000 couples have attended Lutheran Marriage Encounter 

Weekends.  Over 2000 Lutheran clergy couples have attended. 

 The Weekend is not just an educational event.  Couples will hear about the life experiences of the cou-

ples leading the weekend.  After each presentation couples will reflect on how the topic has been part of their 

lives.  After individual reflection, couples return to the privacy of their hotel rooms to communicate together.   

What makes the weekend a powerful experience is the openness of the presentations and the universality of the 

topics.  This environment encourages couples to be lovingly open with each other.  During the course of the 

weekend the husbands & wives practice using techniques for individual reflection and couple communications.  

Because there are no group discussions, each couple starts communicating at the level they are currently com-

fortable and works to become more open.   The weekend is a very personal and private experience. 

 The Weekend begins on Friday at 7:30 pm and ends on Sunday evening at about 5 pm.  The application 

fee is $45.  During the Weekend there is an opportunity to make an anonymous contribution to cover the 

Weekend expenses.   Applications under 30 days prior to the weekend are as space is available.  For more in-

formation talk to Pastor, call Herb & Betty Doller (972-780-0920, HerbDoller@sbcglobal.net, info@LME-

dfw.org) or Allen & Jeannine Gray (817-913-3615), allenandjeanninegray@yahoo.com.  To apply call Chris & 

Roger Williams (972-530-1218), Application@lme-dfw.org). More info at: http://www.LME-dfw.org.  

The NT-b[ {ȅƴƻŘ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ[ƛŦŜ tǳōƭƛŎ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎ ¢ŜŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴ ά9ǘƘƛŎǎ ƻŦ CƻƻŘέ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ 
at Walnut Hill Lutheran Church, 3202 Royal Lane, Dallas, on Saturday, March 20, 9:30 a.m. 
to 3:45 p.m.  The seminar will explore how public policy and personal food choices impact 
those who are poor and hungry, and will help participants examine these issues from a 
Christian perspective.  

This seminar will be helpful to anyone who is interested in the issues related to hunger 
and good nutrition.  It will especially benefit congregational world hunger relief advocates and those in-
volved in the social ministries of the church.   One of the purposes of the Public Witness Team in offering this 
seminar is to equip participants with tools that can be used to explore issues related to food ethics in their 
congregations. 

For more information, contact Ginger Georgulas at 972-462-8351.To register, send $20 (checks payable 
to NT-NL Synod) to Tyna Oslie, NT-NL Synod, 1230 Riverbend, Suite 105, Dallas, TX 75356-0587.  

mailto:HerbDoller@sbcglobal.net
mailto:info@LME-dfw.org
mailto:info@LME-dfw.org
mailto:allenandjeanninegray@yahoo.com
mailto:HerbDoller@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Application@lme-dfw.org
http://www.lme-dfw.org/


        Jesus 

 

3/21 Thomas Cranmer,  

        Bishop of Canterbury,  

        martyr, 1556 

 

3/22 Jonathan Edward,  

         teacher, missionary to  

        American Indians, 1758 

 

3/24 Oscar Arnulfo Romero,  

        Bishop of El Salvador,  

        martyr, 1980 

 

3/25 Annunciation of our  

        Lord 

 

3/29 Hans Nielsen Hauge,  

        renewer of the church,  

        1824 

 

3/31 John Donne, poet, 1631 

 

4795 E. Hwy. 199 

Springtown, TX 76082 

Phone: 817-221-4673 

E-mail: info@hopelutherantx.org 

H O P E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

 

Hope Lutheran Church is a people created by God in Christ and  

empowered by the Holy Spirit. Recognizing that we are a community 

of Christ’s people seeking to involve all people in Christ seek to proclaim 

the word of God. We wish to embrace one another as members of 

God’s family with Christ as the head. We endeavor to accomplish this 

by youth and family ministry and outreach to the community. 

Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Mills 

215-280-4638 (mobile) 

k.brennan77@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: Colwyn Power 

817-221-4673 

Weõre on the web!  
www.hopelutherantx.org 

Church Council, 2010 

 

President: Georgette Clark 

Vice-President: Cheryl Watkins 

Secretary: VACANT 

Treasurer: Cheri Gobel 

Financial Secretary: Carl Clark 

 

Deacons:  Shirley Propp, Thea Askew, VACANT 

 

Trustees: Sam Rutherford, Connie Morrow, VACANT 

 

Board of Education: Carol Bottke, Lynn Sowders, Cindy Ramon 

3/1    George Herbert, hymn     

         writer, 1633 

 

3/2   John Wesley, 1791,  

        Charles Wesley, 1788,   

        renewers of the church 
 

3/7   Perpetua and Felicity  

        and companions, martyrs  

        at Carthage, 202 

 

3/10 Harriet Tubman, 1913,  

        Sojourner Truth, 1883,  

        renewers of society 

 

3/12 Gregory the Great,   

        Bishop of Rome, 604 

 

3/17 Patrick, bishop,  

        missionary to Ireland,      

        461 

 

3/19 Joseph, Guardian of           

 COMMEMORATIONS                

mailto:k.brennan77@gmail.com
mailto:k.brennan77@gmail.com
mailto:k.brennan77@gmail.com
mailto:k.brennan77@gmail.com


MARCH 2010  
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 6:30 PM Keno 2 6:30 PM Weight 

Watchers 

3 6:15 PM Soup 

Supper 

7 PM Evening 

Prayer 

4 7 PM School 

Board 

5 7:30 PM Dance 

Lessons 

6 

7 Third Sunday in 

Lent 

9 AM Sunday 

School 

10 AM Traditional 

Worship 

8 7 PM 4-H 9 6:30 PM Weight 

Watchers 

10 6:15 PM Soup 

Supper 

7 PM Evening 

Prayer 

11 7 PM Church 

Council 

12 7:30 PM 

Dance Lessons 

13 

14 Fourth Sunday 

in Lent 

9 AM Sunday 

School 

10 AM Contem-

porary Worship 

11 AM Kitchen 

Angels/Potluck 

15 6:30 PM 

Bunko 

16 6:30 PM 

Weight Watchers 

17 6:15 PM Soup 

Supper 

7 PM Evening 

Prayer 

18 19 7:30 PM 

Dance Lessons 

20 

21 Fifth Sunday in 

Lent 

9 AM Sunday 

School 

10 AM Traditional 

Worship 

22 23 6:30 PM 

Weight Watchers 

24 6:15 PM Soup 

Supper 

7 PM Evening 

Prayer 

25 6:30 PM Keno 26 7:30 PM 

Dance Lessons 

27 

28 Palm/Passion 

Sunday 

9 AM Sunday 

School 

10 AM Contem-

porary Worship 

3 PM Last Supper 

Play 

29 30 6:30 PM 

Weight Watchers 

31    


