Must one be repentant to be forgiven, or
can one go on intentionally continuing to
live in sin and still be forgiven?

In Romans 6:1-2, Paul hits the nail on the
head: "Should we continue in sin in order
that grace may abound? By no means!
How can we who died to sin go on living in
it?"

Repentance is the gift of dying to sin, and
it is the gracious work of God the Spirit who
opens us up to this new life when before
there was only death. It means to turn or
return to God because we recognize we're
living in some form of sin that has enslaved
us. This sin has blocked our life-giving rela-
tionship with God. When God forgives us
for Jesus' sake, God restores this relation-
ship through the gift of faith in Christ al-
though we still remain sinners until the res-
urrection. As believers we have been
placed in a community where forgiveness
of sins is a way of life.

True repentance and forgiveness help us
recognize that the sin which held us captive
was destroying us and was a bad thing for
us and others. Part of this recognition is the
strong desire not to go back into this bond-
age that blocks the gracious presence of
God in our lives. God is jealous. God wants
only the best for us.

Sometimes we confuse forgiveness with
permission to go on doing what we still

want to do. There is no life in this. Forgive-
ness of sins is not a bookkeeping event
where our account is "zeroed out" so we
can incur more debt. God wants more for
us than that. God wants unhindered access
to our life. Would we want to choose sin
over God? Maybe we don't really see sin
for what it is. It is God's business to help us
recognize the destructive nature of sin in
general and our sin in particular. The prob-
lem is that it is much easier to confess
someone else's sin rather than our own.

The horrendous terrorist attack of Sept. 11
confronts us again with the fact that sin is
not merely a private matter but is also the
work of demonic, destructive powers which
capture the wills of whole groups of people
-- not just individuals acting alone. It's not
easy to sort out the meaning of repentance
and forgiveness in the context of terrorism
and war, but we must struggle with this if
we are to stay centered in Jesus Christ and
not in some lesser ideology.

It is both helpful and hopeful to remember
that repentance and forgiveness are the
open door for the coming of the Spirit. Only
if the Spirit is at work within us do we have
a hope that will endure.

The Lutheran | November 2001 | Since You
Asked By Wayne Weissenbuehler

Wednesdays during Lent we will gather 8ethodist Church located at 230 North

6 PM for a dinner of soup and sides fol-

lowed by Holden
Evening Prayer at 7 PM.

Church Street, Poolville, Texas 76487

Maundy Thursday services will be April 9 at

Please sign up to contribute soup or a sliEM. We will also celebrate first Holy
if you have not already done so. The sign-@ommunion.

is located on the door to the sanctuary.
Good Friday services will be April 10 at 7
Looking ahead to Holy Week and Easter: PM. % &

On Thursday, April 2, we are invited to parEaster services will be April 12 at 8:30 AM
ticipate in a Seder Supper with Poolville followed by Easter Egg Hunt and Breakfast!



The Briarwood Vine

Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retrea t programs
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WOMEN OF HOPE
MARCH 2009

Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry C
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and \ ql/ag,n _ ay
wholeness, provide service and means to act on needed . Nancy Batig for the beautiful job
projects for our congregation and community, share our _they have done with our Women
blessings and thanksgivings, with all glory to God our ©f Hope Bulletin Board. We are so blessed to
Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit and in the h@ve so many creative and “BOLD WOMEN
name of our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ.

(1 A Special Women of Hope Thank
Thank You to Barbara Claussen and
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MEETING DATE: Our next bi-monthly meeting 2009 Scheduled Events
will be on  Sunday, March 16th after worship. We - March 15" after service — Meeting
will be planning our 2009 year activities. Please - Easter Lilies — Order Deadline isMarch 29. Order
join us. form and details in the March Newsletter
May 3 - Rachel's Sunday — First Sunday in May
o )6, 7 )6, "$ )& 8 ! May 7th™ — National Day of Prayer — First Thurs-
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)6 (Prayer/Serenity Garden)
October 18" — Teddy Bear Sunday
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Kitchen Angel Maich
Flight Update S e
March 2009

Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran
Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian
comfort and assistance in the form of meals
during difficult times of illness and mourning for
church family members.

NOTE: Our next bi-monthly meeting will be on
Sunday, March 15 at 11:00 am after service.

We usually meet after service on the third Sunday of
each “odd” numbered month (January, March, May,
July, September and November)

Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our

church secretary if you or a church member may be
in need of meals due to illness. Please remember
we can’t provide our ministry unless we know there is
a need and we need your help to direct these needs
to our point persons. Check it out the Women of
Hope bulletin board for updated information and new
team assignments.

WANTED: We always need more angels so con-
sider this our official invitation to join our ministry.
We believe that God is speaking to your heart as you
read this appeal. Come and join us.

Our Kitchen Angel Chinese

New Year Sunday brunch on

February 8, 2009 was a deli-

cious success. The food, the

decorations and the fellowship

was truly great. Thanks to all the
Kitchen Angels and their helpers for the wonderful
meal you so generously share with the entire congre-
gation.

Mark your calendars :
Our 2009 meetings and activities/projects: Sunday,
March 15th after service — Meeting
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Synod News Briefing

cC 7 < 3
Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus

It's back to school for all who are eager to sharpen their skills and undergtaasithey
seek to live out theDiscipleLife Imagine a full day of courses — taught by expert and prac-
ticed instructors — covering critical topics for the church today. Tha'sipcoming

. Course topics will include growing your church, web essentials, tools
for mission, world hunger awareness, growing generosity, understanding Muslinfis, yout
and family ministry, Lutheran basics (taught in English and in Spanish), theutbaran
Study Bible, and much, much more. You can pick three from the 30+ possibilities listed in
our DLU Catelog. Your registration will include lunch and all materials.

But the learning opportunities won't end there. All university particgaiit be treated to a presen-
tation (DL-400) byKelly Fryer, well-known author (Reclaiming the “L” Word and others), speaker,
and inspiration behind Renewal Enterprisé&nown for her creative insights into the challenges for
transformation and renewal in the church today, Kelly will help us foauBiscipleLifeenergies on
all our opportunities for mission. Her presentations are offered witgg and vision and are sure to
encourage us all in our discipleship.

And there’s still more: like the opportunity to join in a massiveasgrgvent experience as
participants take time before dinner to help pack 20,000 hygiene kitsittoerian Disaster Response to use in their
ministry to those displaced by disasters of every kind.

!_QST AND FQUND — a nationally known singing duo — will around the synod

join us and will offer a cqncert as a conclusion to tbeg._ Hope, Cedar Hill & Shepherd King,

They he_lve a fun, interactive style as th_ey present theirimus| | ,pbock & St. Olaf, Cranfills Gap are all

and their message using piano and guitar, singing ballads |engaged in visioning processeCalvary,

reminiscent of John Denver or the Ramones. Richland Hills, was one of the congrega-

The takes place on Saturday, April 25, beginning withtions involved in theSouper Bowl of Car-

registration at 8 a.m. Voting members to the annual Synod fisg. ~Trinity, Fort Worth, had a panel
sembly will set aside their regular agenda in order to attend the sitjiver |discussion oiGod’s Economyvith Bishop
Registration for the university and for the Synod Assembly can be found 6anouse. -Hope, Spring-town, WELCA
the synod’s web site. Discounts are provided for registrations completeq °ffered a prayer/serenity gardenOur

online rather than by mail. Redeemer, Grand Prairie,began a kid's
2009 NT-NL SYNOD ASSEMBLY Liturgy of the Wordas a breakout time duy-
April 24-26, 2009 ing worship. ~Central, Dallasis preparing
The Plano Centre, Plano layettes for Lutheran World Relief.

FYI... March Emphasis: Lutheran Sunset Ministries and Mosaic

This year’s Synod Assembly bookstore will featuoeks written by local ELCA members. Let us know wiow are by con-
tacting the bookstore manager, Sandy Sharp.

A Task Group is being formed to address creatioa aad eco-justice within the synod. Its purpode iselp us fulfill the
2008 Synod Assembly’s resolution to join the LuttreEarthkeeping Network. Info contact Pastor Chdokbard.

Former Treasurer of Synod, Deb Koplen of St. Johtinéran Church, Grand Prairie, died of cancer onaky 23 Blessed
are they who die in the Lord

Bishop Kevin Kanouse will host a gathering of mdirostered leaders, spouses and widows at Briahwdarch 27.

A Lenten devotional study resource produced bySthethwestern Texas SynodPgeace Not Wall§ask Force and based on
the Sermon on the Mount is available for downloadteir web site.

The Nordic Choir of Luther College presents a conae7:30 p.m. on March 26 at First PresbyteriaRart Worth.



Alms or Aims - A question of Giving
by Pastor Kerry Nelson

“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, so that
they may be praised by others. Truly | tell you, they have
received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so
that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.” Matthew 6:2-4

N o~

“Alms” means giving financial gifts to alleviate the suffer-
ing of the poor. Every religion encourages such giv-

ing. Certainly the recipient would appreciate the

gift. Jesus obviously encourages such generosity. At
the same time, there is something in such giving that
Jesus clearly discourages. | think it safe to say that we
have all given alms. We have donated to worthy institu-
tions that seek to provide direct support to the poor —
food for the hungry, shelter for the homeless, services to
those who suffer. We have (albeit with mixed feelings)
handed money to people on the street or out of our car
windows at intersections. We have probably helped out
relatives in difficult times. We have given generously to
our congregations and beyond our congregations. We
have given to camps and colleges and hospitals and
schools. A portion of our taxes goes to care for the poor
where we live and around the world.

| think it is also safe to say that such giving feels

good. Even if we wonder what that guy is going to do
with the $5 we just gave him...it still felt good to

give. When we wrote checks and sent them off to help

the survivors of disasters it helped us the next time we
heard a news story about how bad people were hurt-
ing. It feels good to be helpful, to be generous, to share
out of what we have been given. The reason it feels
good is because God created us that way. Generosity is
a gift of the Spirit built into us. When we give, we make
a difference. It feels good. That is the Father’s reward.

It is one thing to give to the poor, it is quite another to
use the poor. Itis one thing to be generous, it is quite
another to use our giving as a stepping stone to per-
sonal honor and glory or as blood money to cover up our
guilt over how we obtained the money in the first

place. At some point the need for charity needs to give
way to the pursuit of justice.

We know there is a fine line in there. Jesus does too
and he calls us on it. His concern is for our hearts, our
souls, just as much as for the needs of the poor.

The invitation he offers here is to give for the sake of
giving, not for the sake of what we hope to receive in
return. There isn’t anything wrong with your name on a
donor’s list or a plaque on the wall or your name in the
paper...unless the pursuit of such recognition robs you
of the reward of doing the right thing.

Let us pray: Gracious Lord, our world is filled with need
and our world is filled with the resources to meet those
needs. You have graciously provided all that is

needed. Help us discern how to give help that is truly
helpful and fill us with selfless generosity, especially to-
ward the poor and the suffering. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

EASTER LILY GARDEN ORDER FORM
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Church Council, 2009

President: Cheryl Watkins

Vice-President: Connie Morrow

Secretary: Julie Morton

Treasurer: Cheri Gobel

Financial Secretary: Sylvia Cone

Deacons: Colwyn Power, Shirley Propp, Thea Askew
Trustees: Sam Rutherford, David Utech, vacant

Board of Education: Christy Power, Lynn Sowders)dyiRamon

Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Brennan
215-280-4638 (mobile)
k.brennan77@gmail.com

Secretary: Colwyn Power
817-221-4673

3/1 George Herbert, hymn Jesus

writer, 1633

3/21 Thomas Cranmer,
Bishop of Canterbury,
martyr, 1556

3/2 John Wesley, 1791,
Charles Wesley, 1788,
renewers of the church

3/22 Jonathan Edward,
teacher, missionary tc
American Indians, 17&

3/7 Perpetua and Felicity
and companions, martyrs

at Carthage, 202

3/24 Oscar Arnulfo Romerc
Bishop of El Salvador,
martyr, 1980

3/10 Harriet Tubman, 1913,
Sojourner Truth, 1883,
renewers of society

3/25 Annunciation of our

3/12 Gregory the Great, Lord

Bishop of Rome, 604

3/29 Hans Nielsen Hauge,
renewer of the church
1824

3/17 Patrick, bishop,
missionary to Ireland,
461

3/31 John Donne, poet, 16:
3/19 Joseph, Guardian of P

<

Please pray this month
especially for Lutheran Sunset
Ministries and Mosaic

3/1 Rejoice, Frisco; Community
of Hope, Fort Worth;
Mission Partners

3/8 Trinity, Haskell; Holy

Trinity, Irving; NT-NL

Synod Staff

3/15 Four Mile, Mabank; Good
Shepherd, Marshall; King of
Glory, Fort Worth

3/22 Faith, Meridian; Christ’s,
Odessa; St. Paul, Levelland

3/29 Trinity, Pottsville; St.
Luke’s, Richardson; West
Texas Conference
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