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The question about what it means to 
live as a Christian has been rolling 
around in my head the past few weeks. 
One of the answers, I believe, lies in 
the centrality of the gospel in our lives. 
What has been done for us (salvation, 
eternal life) means that we can do for 
others. We are blessed to do for others. 
And we are called to do for others. Not 
to achieve anything for ourselves– but 
simply because we are who we are in 
our baptism– called by Christ to serve 
him and the world.  
 
So with that in mind- and the economy 
and the rising costs of food and fuel, I 
was interested in learning about how 
we can help others in the world, and 
even here at home.  
 
A large ministry of the ELCA is the 
World Hunger Appeal. They provide 
some interesting and very disturbing 
statistics that I share with you here. 
Being informed and acting on that in-
formation is one way we can serve. For 
more information: www.elca.org 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Kathleen �  

Vacation Bible School 
will be August 13th, 
14th, and 15th this 
year.  These are Wed., 
Thu., and Fri., eve-
nings from 6 pm to 9 
pm.  The reason that it 

is being held later in the year is that 
many of the teenage youth will be away 
at various camps for the summer, and 
we want them to enjoy the lessons also.   

There will be dinner, snacks, crafts, 
games, and lessons.  The theme this year 
is Friendship Trek, where you learn to 
walk with Jesus as your friend.  I am 
looking for volunteers to help with 
classes, cooking, and providing sup-
plies.   If anyone is interested in helping 
in anyway, please contact Georgette 
Clark or Lynn Sowders. A meeting will 
be held Sunday, June 8 after church. 
Please attend! 
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Hunger in the United States  
· 35.5 million people (including 12.6 million 
children) experience hunger or the risk of 
hunger. 
o This is roughly 10.9 percent of the 301 
million people (July 2007 estimate) in the 
U.S.   
o 4.0 percent of households (11.1 million 
people, including 0.43 million children) ex-
perience hunger.  Some families skip meals, 
eat too little, or go a whole day without food. 
o 1 out of every 8 households in the United 
States has reduced the quality of its diet to 
utilize money elsewhere (rent, clothing, day 
care). 
o 6.9 percent of households (24.4 million 
people, including 12.2 million children) are at 
risk of hunger. 
o In 2007, an average of 26.5 million peo-
ple participated in the Food Stamp Program 
each month (8.8 percent of the U.S. popula-
tion). 
o In 2006, requests for emergency food 
assistance increased 7 percent. Of those 
requesting emergency food assistance, 48 
percent were members of families with chil-
dren, and 37 percent of adults requesting 
assistance were employed.    
 
America’s Second Harvest, the nation’s larg-
est network of food banks, reported that an 
estimated 24 to 27 million people turned to its 
agencies in 2006.  
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The Briarwood Vine 
Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retrea t programs 
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   WOMEN OF HOPE  
June 2008 

Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry: 
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and wholeness, 

provide service and means to  
act on needed projects for our congregation and community, 

share our blessings and 
thanksgivings, with all glory to God our Father, through the 

power of the Holy Spirit and in 
 the name of our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ. 
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MEETING DATE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be 
on Sunday, July 20, 2008  after worship service in the 
Adult Classroom.  We need your participation and su p-
port.  Please join us.    
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PRAYER QUOTE:  The more praying there is in the 
world, the better the world will be, the mightier the 
forces against evil everywhere. Prayer, in one 
phase of its operation, is a disinfectant and a pre-

ventive. It purifies the air; it destroys the contagion of evil. 
Prayer is no fitful, short-lived thing. It is no voice crying 
unheard and unheeded in the silence. It is a voice which 
goes into God’s ear, and it lives as long as God’s ear is 
open to holy pleas, as long as God’s heart is alive to holy 
things. God shapes the world by prayer.   
E.M. Bounds, 19th century minister and prayer author 
 
 
Check Out:  http://www.presidentialprayerteam.org  for 
prayer concerns around our nation and around the world. 
The Presidential Prayer Team is not a political organization. We 
pray for our national leaders in accordance with biblical principles, 
regardless of political persuasion. PPT exists in perpetuity to 
stimulate prayer for whoever occupies the Oval Office. We pro-
vide prayer resources and helpful materials to help our members 
pray more effectively. We also provide inspiration to pray, includ-
ing informative articles and quotes about America's godly heritage 
established by our Founding Fathers.  
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HAPPY FATHER’S DAY:    
 

 

God, bless all the fathers in the world.  
Guide them to be good role models  

and loving to all their children.  
Help them to be a father like You are.  

Give them grace and patience  
to handle situations in a loving way.    

Amen! 

�� ��������	���
�

We thank thee, Lord, for happy hearts, 
For rain and sunny weather. 

We thank thee, Lord, for this food, 
And that today we are together. 
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Pastor Kathleen’s  
Summer Travel 

 
 

  
 From June 9 to June 18 Pastor Kathleen will be 
traveling with a group led by Pastor Franz Schemmel 
and Ann Hafften to the Holy Land. They will be 
spending the majority of their time in Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem. In addition to visiting holy sites, they will 
also be meeting Palestinian Lutherans in the West 
Bank. Please hold the whole group in your prayers. 
 From July 9 to July 16 Pastor Kathleen will be 
traveling to Maine to be with her family and have a 
vacation. 
 If you have a pastoral emergency or need  
pastoral care, please contact Lynn Sowders or Pastor 
Ryan Mills at 651-353-1843. 
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Kitchen Angel 
Flight  Kitchen  

 
Angel Flight Update – June 2008    

 
Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran 
Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian com -
fort and assistance in the form of meals during dif fi-
cult times of illness and mourning for church famil y 
members. 
 
NOTE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be on Sun-
day, July 20 at 11:00 am  in the Adult Classroom.  
 
We usually meet after service on the third Sunday of each 
“odd” numbered month (January, March, May, July, Sep-
tember and November) 
 
Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our church 
secretary  if you or a church member may be in need of 
meals due to illness.  Please remember we can’t provide 
our ministry unless we know there is a need and we need 
your help to direct these needs to our point persons.  
Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board for up-
dated information and new team assignments. 
 
WANTED: � �New Angels for Kitchen Angels Flight Crew.  
No previous angel/flying experience required.  Will train.  
Short and flexible schedule.  Be part of a high-flying team 

with blessings galore.  Interested parties, please see 
Cheryl Watkins (Angel Flight Engineer) or one of the 
Squadron captains (Shirley Propp or Connie Talbot) or 
any Kitchen Angel.  Flight benefits available.  Come and 
join us “A few, the blessed, the Kitchen Angels.” 
We always need more angels so consider this our official 
invitation to join our ministry.  We believe that God is 
speaking to your heart as you read this appeal.  Come 
and join us. 
 
Mark your calendars :   
Our 2008 meetings and activities/projects: 

Sunday, July 20th  after service – Meeting 
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
<"!/' #�
#$ (�� &� ��,!&!",#�
��# �&#)���(0��&�/'������@�� &����@�
,##" ��&(3,!�

�$�%!�&#)�� -! �3 �������@�� &��
�@��'"�( 0�	�,--�
�/!,3 ��&#)��,. �3 �������@�� &����@�
,##" ��&(3,!�
� / �3 �������&#)��&#�&�0����D�@�� &��
�@��'"�( 0�	�,--�

�



� � � � � � � �

%����"�

Synod News Briefing  

� �� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 �� � 
 	 ���� ��� �� � �E
��@���� � ��� ��� ���� �
 �
 �� � ���5��� 

�
Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus 
 
The 2008 Synod Assembly was an exciting experience in worship (four diverse and joyful worship opportu-
nities, complete with ribbons, bubbles, a splash of baptismal water, and a new song, Call to DiscipleLife), in inspiration (four in-
formative addresses by two people with expertise in youth and young adult ministry), in fellowship (imagine 20,000 square feet of 
display tables, and then a street party on Saturday night in downtown Longview), in friendship (as we greeted Bishop Tom Barnett 
and our friends from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone, and heard from the fourteen young adults who traveled to 
Sierra Leone in March), and in DiscipleLife (as we celebrated all the activities that are springing up around the synod to help eve-
ryone embrace the call to discipleship).  “Business” sessions were reduced to three hours of the three days, allowing time to be 
spent as the gathered family of God being empowered to grow and serve in faith, heeding Bishop Kevin Kanouse’s call that we 
live the DiscipleLife in word and deed.   
   

Telling the Story of being “Formed in Faith”  
At five different points during the assembly, Bishop Kevin Kanouse called upon members of synod to tell the story of those peo-
ple, events, moments, or insights that formed each person for DiscipleLife.  Each of the five had powerful events within their life’s 
journey that they recalled with thanksgiving.  Their stories were a personal reminder of the opportunity all Christians have to help 
shape and mentor others.  “People don’t choose their mentors; their mentors choose them,” Noralyn Carpenter (Advent, Arlington) 
said in her reflection.   
 
A Clear Partnership with the ELCA  
Ms. Myrna Sheie, assistant to the ELCA’s Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson, was an active presenter within the NT-NL Synod 
Assembly.  As she brought the ELCA’s report, she skillfully linked the DiscipleLife work in the NT-NL Synod to the ELCA’s ef-
forts.  Later, because she also serves as an advisor to the ELCA’s Task Force on the Statement on Human Sexuality, she was the 
official listener at the Open Hearing held on Saturday.  Finally, on Sunday, Ms. Sheie introduced the assembly to the Book of Faith 
Initiative.   She is a valued leader in the ELCA! 
  

DiscipleLife 
Newly-Elected Leaders 
 

Officers       Churchwide Voting Members 
Stephanie Varnum – Vice President    Matthew Cleaver, St. Matthew, Waco 
Dr. Ann Kirch – Secretary     Bethany Dietrich, First, Temple 
       Debi Gebhardt, Good Shepherd, Irving 
Synod Council Members    Caleb Geleske, Rejoice, Coppell 
Pr. Patricia Dietrich, First, Temple    Owen Lokken, Ascension, Garland 
Pr. Pam Dorman, First Salem, Roscoe   Pr. Jane Mar, Emmanuel, Granbury 
Jesús Escamilla, San Gabriel, Alvarado   Pr. Ryan Mills, Our Redeemer, Grand Prairie 
Christian Marbach, First, Temple 
Tim Mast, Four Mile, Mabank 
Esther Wooten, Christ, San Angelo 
 
   

FYI… June Emphasis: Our Ecumenical Involvements  
 

The Assembly also adopted…  
�          A resolution declaring NT-NL to be a Book of Faith Synod, committing ourselves to the study of Scripture and participa-

tion in the ELCA’s upcoming initiative, Book of Faith: Lutherans Read the Bible. 
�          A resolution inviting congregations and the entire synod to support Earthkeeping activities, using the resources of the Lu-

theran Earthkeeping Network (LENS) and observing Creation and Rogation Sundays. 
�          A resolution in support of the ELCA World Hunger Appeal,  asking 100% of synod congregations to support the Appeal, 

to appoint a World Hunger advocate, and to increase our synod-wide giving to $6.00 per capita. 
�          A resolution urging congregations to support the ELCA Youth Ministry Network  by prayer and by participation in YMN 

educational opportunities for training adult youth ministry leaders, especially at the annual Extravaganza event. 
�          A resolution to place $6,000 into the 2010 Mission Strategy in support of congregations with seminary interns. 
�          A resolution to adopt the document Care and Compensation – 2009 regarding support for rostered leaders. 
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We celebrate our youth!!! 
 
· Congratulations to Becky Propp who is  
      graduating from Azle High School and will be   
      attending West Texas A&M University in  
      Canyon, Texas to study education. 
 
· Congratulations to Mariah Sowders who is 

graduating from Springtown High School and 
will be attending Weatherford College to study 
nursing. She is also the recipient of many first
-place rabbits and one second-place goat at 
the Parker County Project Show. 

 
· Congratulations to Geoff Sowders for his  
      election to the LYO Board of the NT-NL  
      Synod. Geoff will also be attending Briarwood  
      Camp in the Lutheran Youth Leadership  
      Experience (LYLE). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
· Congratulations to Nic Utech for winning with 

his chicken at the Parker County Project 
Show. 

 
· Congratulations to Brooke Utech and Linnea 

Taylor for competing at the County Horse 
Show. 

 
· Congratulations to Carson Power for  
      competing in the Clover Kids Rabbit Show  at  
      Parker County. 
 
· Congratulations to Jennifer Watkins for  
      winning third-place with her Satin Rabbit at  
      the Parker County Project Show. 
  
Many of our youth will be competing at the Parker 
County Livestock Improvement Association 
Youth Livestock Show at the Weatherford Posse 
Grounds June 16-21 during the day. Come out 
and show your support for our youth! 

 
What is the Book of Faith?  
The Book of Faith is an initiative of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. The Book of Faith initiative invites the 
whole church to become more fluent in the first language of 
faith, the language of Scripture, in order that we might live into 
our calling as a people renewed, enlivened, and empowered by 
the Word.  
The Bible is a book of faith 
The Bible is the written Word of God that creates and nurtures 
faith through the work of the Holy Spirit and points us to Christ, 
the incarnate Word and center of our faith. The Bible invites us 
into a relationship with God, making demands on our lives and 
promising us life in Christ. The Bible tells the stories of people 
living their faith over the centuries and, through its demands and 
promises, forms us as a people of faith.  
The language of Scripture is our first language of faith 
The Bible teaches us about God, about the world, and about  
ourselves. We become renewed, enlivened, and empowered as 

the language of Scripture forms our hearts, our minds,  
our community conversation, and our commitments. 
We have a calling as the people of God 
Part of our calling is to know, hear, share, and be rooted in  
Scripture. We are renewed, enlivened, and empowered by the 
Word As we live into our calling as people who are formed by 
Scripture, we become renewed in our faith, enlivened through the 
Spirit, and empowered through the cross of Christ to serve God 
and neighbor. 
The first year of the Book of Faith initiative centers on inviting 
everyone to join the conversation, to make a commitment, and to 
become part of the initiative.  A helpful introduction to the Book 
of Faith initiative, Opening the Book of Faith: Lutheran  
Insights for Bible Study explores Lutheran perspectives on 
Scripture and applies these insights in practical ways. Perfect for 
leaders, Bible study groups, and individuals that want to renew 
their relationship to God's Word. 
 
Join us Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM for evening prayer  
followed by Bible Study at 7 PM beginning June 25 where we 
will begin the Book of Faith Initiative. Book cost is $12.99. 



�&)"�*+��� +�,))�
����
����
-�./�&$0(��

%��
�1�(,&2��,2�$&��
*2����1��
��3�����������
�4+����

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

        Macrina, theologian, c.  
        379 
 
6/21 Onesimos Nesib,  
         translator, evangelist,  
         1931 
 
6/24 John the Baptist 
 
6/25 Presentation of the  
       Augsburg Confession,  
       1530; Philipp  
        Melanchthon, renewer  
        of the church, 1560 
 
6/27 Cyril, bishop of  
        Alexandria, theologian,  
        444 
 
6/28 Irenaeus, bishop of  
        Lynos, c. 202 
 
6/29 Peter and Paul, Apostles 
 
 
 
 

6/1   Justin, martyr of Rome,  
        c. 165 
 
6/3   The Martyrs of Uganda,  
        1886; John XXIII,  
        bishop of Rome, 1963 
 
6/5   Boniface, archbishop of  
        Mainz, missionary to  
        Germany, martyr, 754 
 
6/7   Seattle, chief of the  
        Duwamish Confederacy,  
       1866 
 
6/9   Columba, 597; Aidan,  
        651; Bede, 735;  
        renewers of the church 
 
6/11 Barnabas, Apostle 
 
6/14 Basil the Great, bishop  
        of Caesarea, 379;  
        Gregory, bishop of  
        Nyssa, c. 385; Gregory    
        of Nazianzus, bishop of  
        Constantinople, c. 389;  

Please pray this month  
especially for the Texas Conf. of Churches 
and Louisiana Interchurch Conf. 
 
Please pray each week for the  
congregations and ministries of our synod: 
 
6/1   St. Olaf, Cranfills Gap;  
        Advent, Arlington; Fund for  
        Leaders in Mission 
 
6/8   Our Saviour’s, Durant; Faith,  
        Flower Mound; Oromo  
        Mission, Richardson 
 
6/15 Immanuel, Killeen; Trinity,  
        Lockney; DL Goal C: Peace &  
        Justice 
 
6/22 Shepherd King, Lubbock;  
        Christ the King, Fort Worth;  
        Messiah, Monroe 
 
6/29 Hope, Midland; Church of the Way,  
         Richardson; Waco Conference 
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Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Brennan 
215-280-4638 (mobile) 
k.brennan77@gmail.com 
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Church Council, 2008 
 
President: Cheryl Watkins 
Vice-President: Mollie White 
Secretary: Julie Morton 
Treasurer: Vacant 
Financial Secretary: Sylvia Cone 
 
Deacons: Carl Clark, Betty Leonard, Colwyn Power 
 
Trustees: Joe Morton, Sam Rutherford, David Utech 
 
Board of Education: Georgette Clark, Christy Power, Lynn Sowders 
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