
A LETTER FROM THE SYNOD 

CONT INUAL CALL FOR NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ in 

the NT-NL Synod:  

+ Grace and peace be unto you from 

God our heavenly Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. +  

 

At the 2010 Synod Assembly in Ama-

rillo last month we celebrated that we 

are Living DiscipleLife and we made 

commitments to bring about some much 

needed changes in the way we do minis-

try together as congregations of this 

synod, focusing on Leadership Forma-

tion for DiscipleLife. Some of those 

changes are beginning to unfold even 

now as we move into the summer. 

Watch for upcoming opportunities to 

get involved.  

 

In the meantime, we feel constrained to 

update you on our financial status after 

three months of this fiscal year, starting 

Feb. 1, 2010. The Synod Council 

adopted what they hoped would be a 

balanced spending plan for 2010 that 

included a reduction of $ 54,400 over 

the Synod Assembly approved Mission 

Strategy. Those reductions included, 

among other things:  

Å $ 21,228 to ELCA Churchwide 

Support (keeping our giving 

Neighbor to Neighbors and Azle 

Community Care Center continually 

need items to stock their shelves for 

the needy in our community. 

 

The baskets in the narthex have been 

noticeably empty! Please take every 

opportunity to bring a canned item or 

boxed good so people in our commu-

nity will not go hungry! 

 

Every little bit helps! 

 

Household and personal care items 

are also welcome as folks cannot 

purchase these items in stores with 

food stamps. 

 

Thanks for you help! 
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percentage at 47 %)  

 

Å $ 10,000 in Seminary support  

 

Å $ 10,000 in support to Briarwood  

 

Å $ 10,000 in support to Lutheran 

Campus Ministry  

 

Å $ 2,500 in support to Parish Lay 

Ministry Academy  

 

Å $ 19,000 in Salaries and Benefits  

 

Through the first three months of this 

fiscal year, however, we have received 

Current Fund income of $ 316,298 on 

our reduced projected income of $ 

352,999, leaving us $ 36,700 behind 

our projected reduced Spending Plan. 

Michael Weir, our Treasurer noted, in 

presenting the 2011 proposed Mission 

Strategy to the Assembly, that we ex-

pected to make additional cuts for 

2010, primarily in the areas of staff, 

including salaries and benefits, in the 

amount of about $ 39,000. We would 

like to let you know that those changes 

have been enacted and they include:  

 

(Continued on page 2) 

 



¶ Eliminating the position of Receptionist/Office worker completely (Debi Gebhardtôs position was eliminated 

effective May 20)  

 
¶ Changing the Youth and Family Ministry Position from 10 hours per week to Consultant for Synod Youth 

Events for which she will be paid per event she helps plan (Pr. Jamie Bruning may serve in this role effective 

June 15)  

 

¶ Reducing the Hispanic/Latino Mission Coordinatorôs Position to half time from full time (Irma Banales, effec-

tive immediately)  

 

¶  Reassigning administrative responsibilities previously covered by Debi Gebhardt to Judy Rommel and Irma Ba-

nales with the need to hire a part time bookkeeper.  

 

We are likely to make additional staff reductions as the year progresses  

if income continues to fall short of our renewed expectations. Please keep in mind that these staff changes are in addition 

to those made more than a year ago when Pr. Stan Meyerôs position was decreased to 85 % time and Pr. Jane Mar was 

called at 85 % time as well. Both work full time for less than full time pay. Clergy staff have not received pay increases 

since 2008.  

 

As you can see the shortfall in giving to the work of the wider church has had profound effect on our ability to do minis-

try and on the personal lives of those who have served us faithfully for many years. We grieve these changes in program-

ming and staff. For those who wanted to express their anger about the Churchwide Assembly decisions through reduced 

giving to the church, perhaps these dramatic changes to our ability to carry out our mission will provide some consola-

tion.  

 

We know that many of our congregations continue to suffer financially as much as the synod. We grieve with you and 

pray for you. Thank you for taking your financial stewardship seriously. We hold you all in prayer for your ministry and 

your steadfastness in faith and ask you to do the same for us. In addition, please discern within your leadership ways you 

can grow in your own congregational giving and in support of our joint ministries through the work of the Northern 

Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod. Thank you!  

 

Grace and Peace in Christ,  

 

Kevin S. Kanouse,    Stephanie Varnum,  

Bishop      Vice-President  

(Continued from page 1) 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWSLETTER  

June 20, 2010 ï Fatherôs Day 
 
 

After my father gave me his blessing  
For the first time, saying, "God bless you"  
As I left him to the darkness,  
He held me there and kissed my hand.  
 
For the first time saying, "God bless you"  
In all the years that I had loved him,  
He held me there and kissed my hand,  
And the child shivered with delight.  

 

Happy Fatherôs Day to all Fathers (Step-, 
Grandfathers, -in-Law, Godfathers etc)  

 
In all the years that I had loved him,  
We understood no need to speak.  
The child shivered with delight;  
The man in silence turned away.  
 
We understood no need to speak  
As I left him to the darkness.  
The man in silence turned away  
After my father gave me his blessing.  
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It's Time!!  

It's not too late to send your 
child or grandchild to Briar-
wood for a great summer 
camp experience (or come 
YOURSELF to our Family 
Camp).  We still have some 
openings in every week 
(although some of the age groups are almost full). 

 

Our theme this year is "How Great Thou Art."  Chil-
dren, youth, young adults, and adults will be explor-
ing the wonder of our God.  The summer camp sched-
ule, brochure, and registration forms are posted on 
our web site (www.briarwoodretreat.org).  Summer 
camp begins June 13th and runs through July 30th.  
Camp is open for kids who have completed 2nd grade 
through 12th grade PLUS younger kids (with their par-
ents) are invited to be part of our new "Family 
Camp."  We also have "on-site" day camp (for local 
youngsters) and don't forget the grandparents pro-
gram (see our web site for more information about all 
the summer programs) 

 

So come see all the wonderful improvements at 
YOUR summer camp. 

 

See you this summer at Briarwood!! 

+ Peace + 

 

 

Pastor Rob Moore 

Executive Director, Briarwood Retreat Center and 
Church Camp 

BriarWOODSTOCK  

 

Mark your calendars and make 
plans to attend. BriarWOOD-
STOCK is on its way!  On Sunday 
afternoon and evening, August 
1st, Briarwood will hold its first 
Christian music festival.  An all 
day event of good music from local Christian groups, 
good food, and fun times. 
 
Information will be posted on our web site 
(www.briarwoodretreat.org) and emailed to every-
one on our email list (and you can sign up for our 
email list at our web site too!!) 

 

Gala a Wonderful Success!  

 

Our first gala auction - held on May 7th - was a fun-
filled and successful event.  With over 120 people in 
attendance, over 

$22,000  

was raised for the ministry of Briarwood through the 
silent and live auctions, dinner, donations, and spon-
sorships. 

 

It's not too late to donate to Briarwood.  Every gift - 
large and small - is used to continue the great ways 

Briarwood has been growing and 
changing.  Call us now at 940-
241-2099 (or email us at 
bw@briarwoodretreat.org) to 
find out ways you can support 
this vital, life changing ministry. 

The Briarwood Vine  
Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retreat programs  
to serve, nurture and equip the people of God for Godôs work in the world.  
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Food for Thought    

My Cup Runs Over   

by Max Lucado , excerpted from the  devotional Safe in the Shepherd's Arms  
 
Have you ever wondered why God gives so much?  We could exist on far less. He could have 
left the world flat and gray; we wouldn't have known the difference. But he didn't.   
 
He splashed orange in the sunrise 
and cast the sky in blue. 
And if you love to see geese as they gather, 
chances are you'll see that too. 
Did he have to make the squirrel's tail furry?  
Was he obliged to make the birds sings? 
And the funny way that chickens scurry 
or the majesty of thunder when it rings?  
Why give a flower fragrance? 
Why give food its taste? 
Could it be he loves to see  
that look upon your face?  
 
If we give gifts to show our love, how much more would he? If we - speckled with foibles and greed 
- love to give gifts, how much more does God, pure and perfect God, enjoy giving gifts to us?  

Kitchen Angel Flight 
Update  

June 2010   

 
Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran 
Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian 
comfort and assistance in the form of meals dur-
ing difficult times of illness and mourning for 
church family members.  
 
NOTE:  Our next bi -monthly meeting will be on 
Sunday, July 18 th at 11:00 am  after service.  
 
We usually meet after service on the third Sunday of 
each ñoddò numbered month (January, March, May, 
July, September and November) 
 
Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our 
church secretary  if you or a church member may be 
in need of meals due to illness.  Please remember 

we canôt provide our ministry unless we know there is 
a need and we need your help to direct these needs 
to our point persons.  Check it out the Women of 
Hope bulletin board for updated information and new 
team assignments. 
 

WANTED:   We always need more angels so con-
sider this our official invitation to join our ministry.  
We believe that God is speaking to your heart as you 
read this appeal.  Come and join us. 
 
Mark your calendars :   
 

¶ Our 2010 meetings and activities/projects:  

Sunday, July 18th  after service ï Meeting  

http://mail01.dayspring.com/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTM3Mjc4Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD0yNDgxMyZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTIxNzYmc2VyaWFsPTEyMTcyNTU5ODQmZW1haWxpZD1jbV9tb3Jyb3dAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD0xMTk5MTcmZXh0cmE9JiYm&&&2009&&&http://store.dayspring.com/safeshepherd.htm


Lector Schedule 

 

June 6: Kelly Riddle 
June 13: Carol Bottke 
June 20: Colwyn Power 
June 27: Cheryl Watkins 
July 4: Lynn Sowders 
July 11: Fred McGilvray 
July 18: Georgette Clark 
July 25: Karen Propp 
 

 

Worship Assistant Schedule 

 

June 6: Fred McGilvray 
June 13: Georgette Clark 
June 20: Nancy Batig 
June 27: Carol Bottke 
July 4: Lynn Sowders 
July 11: Fred McGilvray 
July 18: Georgette Clark 
July 25: Nancy Batig 

    WOMEN OF HOPE    
June 2010  

 

 

Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry: 
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and 

wholeness, provide service and means to  act on 

needed projects for our congregation and commu-

nity, share our blessings and thanksgivings, with all 

glory to God our Father, through the power of the 

Holy Spirit and in  the name of our Lord and savior, 

Jesus Christ. 
 

MEETING SCHEDULE:  Our meetings are held after worship service on the 

third Sunday of each òoddó numbered month (January, March, May, July, 

September and November). 

 

MEETING DATE:  Our next bi -monthly meet-
ing will be on Sunday, July 18th after wor-
ship.   Please join us.    

 
2010 Project ð Our 2010 project is to pro-
vide prayers and sponsorship of the local 
womenõs shelter, Liberty Lighthouse in 
Springtown.  We will be organizing fund-

raisers and projects to help and serve these women.  
We welcome any an all ideas and participation. 

 
TENDER TOUCH PRAYER SHAWL 
MINISTRY ð Our Tender Touch Prayer 
Shawl Ministry will be reorganizing.  
Shawls and blankets are still being pro-

duced as this loving ministry continues forward.  
Please watch for more info in the future.  See Lynn 

Sowders if you have any questions.  
 

Our Mad Hatter Tea Party on May 16 th 
was insanely successful.  Janny Zas-
koda, from Sassy Cup, taught us so 
much about the history of tea; the types 
of teas and their characteristics and 
benefits, how to brew and serve and so 

much more.  She and her products, including custom 
blends are available.  We had some very creative hats 
for our Mad Hatter Hat Contest.  Congratulations all 
winners.  Pastor Kathleen, our 2009 Potscrubber 
Awardee, presented our beloved Potscrubber Award 
for 2010 to Nancy Batig.  Congratulations Nancy and 
thank you for all you do.  Also, a big tea party hug 
and many thanks to all Women who bought such de-
licious food and decorations, and fun spirit to a great 
afternoon.  And to those who helped setup, including 
our Girls of Hope and cleanup afterwards was so ap-
preciated.  What on earth will our theme be next 
year?  Hmmmé. Got Ideas?  

 
Please check out the Women of Hope Bulle-
tin Board for updates.  Here are some of 
projects and events planned for the 2010.  
Mark your calendars!  

 

 

2010 Scheduled Events:Year Long Continuing 2010 

Project activities 

¶ July 18th after service ð Meeting  
¶ October 17th ð Teddy Bear Sunday  
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Synod News Briefing  

Stewardship Academy  
What does the word ñstewardshipò bring to mind? If you said 

ñmoneyò, you have more to learn!  

Really, the word is about everything that God has entrusted to 

us ï talents, time, treasure, to be sure ï but also care of crea-

tion, personal giftedness, faith expression and empowerment. 

It is about your value system, priorities and choices. It is how 

you live out your response to the grace of God found in Jesus 

Christ. The NT-NL Stewardship Academy helps participants 

explore themselves in relationship to these critical topics. Dis-

cussion, reflection, projects and Bible study all provide help-

ful insights. Participants get to reflect on their own history 

and experience of stewardship, on their giftedness and on 

their faith practices. Now in its fourth year, the Academy has 

been a blessing to many who have attended. The Academy 

consists of three weekend gatherings ï Oct. 29-30, Jan. 21-22, 

and Mar. 25-26 at Briarwood Retreat Center. Participants at-

tend all three and engage in reading and projects in between 

gatherings. Tuition for the Academy is $175 (deadline Sept. 

15). For more information, look for the link to the brochure 

on the homepage of www.ntnl.org or contact Pr. Steve Ka-

nouse, Director for Evangelical Mission (214.637.6865).  

 

MISSION PARTNERS: Congregations 

Helping Congregations  
Mr. Ed Halter (Good Shepherd, Irving) was 

honored recently by the NT-NL Synod Council for his 22 years as coordinator of the synodôs Mission 

Partners program. His tireless efforts resulted in many thousands of dollars and thousands of hours of 

love and labor being poured into various ministries in the synod by congregations and members of the 

synod. Thank you Ed!  

 

FYIé June Emphasis: Please pray for Briarwood and our Hispanic/Latino Ministries  
× So what happened at the 2010 Synod Assembly in April in Amarillo? Look for a summary of some of the activities and ac-

tions ï including videos ï at www.ntnl.org and click on ñassembly recapò.  

 

× The Parish Lay Ministry Academy is hosting their annual reunion on June 12 (9 a.m. ï 3 p.m.) at Calvary, Richland Hills. 

The theme is Moving Forward and offers presentations by Bishop Assistant Jane Mar, Pr. Chuck Hubbard, and Pr. Norma Cooper. 

Info contact Dean Russell Vardell (dean@plmacademy.org).  

 

× Sunday Brunch at Briarwood is fun and FULL-FILLing ï the quantity and quality of the food is marvelous. Plus you run 

into some of the nicest NT-NL folks. The brunch is offered quarterly. Reserve June 6, Sept. 5 and Dec. 5.  

 

× DiscipleLife Idea Bank ï Did you know that the list of interesting and innovative ministries that NT-NL congregations pur-

sue (originally noted here in News Briefing) is compiled for your reference at www.ntnl.org (click on ñdisciplelifeò)?  

 

× The ELCA offers Domestic Hunger Grants to congregations and organizations working to combat the ravages of hunger in 

America. Applications are due by June 30. Go to www.elca.org/DomesticHungerGrants.  

 

× The Nelson Childrenôs Center in Denton (Lutheran Social Services) has helped almost 2,000 children to overcome the ef-

fects of extreme abuse and neglect. 70% of them are able to transition successfully into a loving foster home.  

 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWSLETTER  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Book of Faith Congregations  
Thirteen NT-NL congregations have signed the 
covenant to be ñBook of Faithò congregations ï 
pledging renewed efforts to reinvest in the ñfirst lan-
guage of faithò ï the Bible. Resources abound for 
those interested in learning more about what the 
Scripture says and how the Scriptures have come to 
us (go to BookOfFaith.org).  

St. John, Bartlett  
Christ the Servant, Denton  
Christ the King, Fort Worth  

Emmanuel, Granbury  
Our Redeemer, Grand Prairie  

Trinity, Haskell  
Good Shepherd, Irving  

Holy Trinity, Irving  
Calvary, Richland Hills  

Salem, Rosebud  
First, Shreveport  
Hope, Springtown  

Trinity, Wichita Falls.  
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SAVE THE DATES: 
 

JUNE 2010 
What: Economic Update Workshop presented by Deb Krause & Karen Danner,  
 Thrivent Financial  
Where Hope Lutheran Church, 4795 E, Highway 199, Springtown, TX  76092 -817-
221-HOPE 
When: Monday, June 21, 2010 
Time:  7:00pm-9:00pm 
Details:  Will the new law changes affect you? Attend this workshop to learn whether  
 consumer credit card protection regulations, various tax credits and Roth 
 IRA eligibility changes could have an impact on your financial situation  in 
 2010. You will also gain and understanding of how Roth IRAs differ from tra
 ditional IRAs. Tea, coffee and dessert provided. 
Cost: At least one can or non-perishable food item, which will be given to local 

food pantries. 
 

 

October 

What: Church Rain or Shine Garage Sale 
Where Hope Lutheran Church, 4795 E, Highway 199, Springtown, TX  76092 -817-
221-HOPE 
When: Saturday, October 2, 2010 
Time:  7:00am-5pm 
Details:  More details to come 
Cost: Your time and enthusiasm 
 

 

November ï 

What: Hopeôs Holiday Shine Bazaar and Flea 
Where Hope Lutheran Church, 4795 E, Highway 199, Springtown, TX  76092 -817-
221-HOPE 
When: Saturday, November 13, 2010 
Time:  7:00am-5pm 
Details:  Open to the public.  More details to come 
Cost: TBA 



       Bishop of  Constantin- 

      ople, 389, Macrina,  

      theologian, 379 

 

6/21 Onesimos Nesib,  

         translator, evangelist,  

         1931 

 

6/24 John the Baptist 

 

6/25 Philipp Melanchthon,  

        renewer of the church,  

        1560; Presentation of the  

        Augsburg Confession,  

        1530 

 

6/27 Cyril, Bishop of  

        Alexandria, 444 

 

6/28 Irenaeus, Bishop of  

        Lyons, 202 

 

6/29 Peter and Paul, Apostles 

4795 E. Hwy. 199 

Springtown, TX 76082 

Phone: 817-221-4673 

E-mail: info@hopelutherantx.org 

H O P E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

 

Hope Lutheran Church is a people created by God in Christ and  

empowered by the Holy Spirit. Recognizing that we are a community 

of Christõs people seeking to involve all people in Christ seek to proclaim 

the word of God. We wish to embrace one another as members of 

Godõs family with Christ as the head. We endeavor to accomplish this 

by youth and family ministry and outreach to the community. 

Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Mills 

215-280-4638 (mobile) 

k.brennan77@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: Colwyn Power 

817-221-4673 

Weõre on the web!  
www.hopelutherantx.org 

Church Council, 2010 

 

President: Georgette Clark 

Vice-President: Cheryl Watkins 

Secretary: VACANT 

Treasurer: Cheri Gobel 

Financial Secretary: Carl Clark 

 

Deacons: Shirley Propp, Thea Askew, Barbara Claussen 

 

Trustees: Sam Rutherford, Connie Morrow, VACANT 

 

Board of Education: Lynn Sowders, Cindy Ramon, Carol Bottke 

6/1   Justin, martyr at Rome, 165 

 

6/3   John XXIII, Bishop of   

        Rome, 1963; the Martyrs of  

        Uganda, 1886 

 

6/5   Boniface, Bishop of  Mainz,  

        missionary to Germany,  

        martyr, 754 

 

6/7   Seattle, chief of  Duwamish  

        Confederacy, 1866 

 

6/9   Columba, 597; Aidan, 651;  

        Bede, 735 renewers of the  

        church 

 

6/11 Barnabas, Apostle 

 

6/14 Basil the Great, Bishop of  

        Caesarea, 379; Gregory,     

        Bishop of Nyssa, 385;  

        Gregory of Nazianzus,  

 COMMEMORATIONS                 
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JUNE 2010 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 6:30 PM Weight 

Watchers 

2 6:00 PM Group 

Exercise 

7:00 PM Bible 

Study 

3 7 PM School 

Board 

4 5 

6 10 AM Contem-

porary Worship 

7 6:30 PM Keno 8 6:30 PM Weight 

Watchers 

9 6:00 PM Group 

Exercise 

7:00 PM Bible 

Study 

10 7 PM Church 

Council 

11 12 

13 10 AM Tradi-

tional Worship 

14 7:00 PM 4-H 15 6:30 PM 

Weight Watchers 

16 6:00 PM 

Group Exercise 

7:00 PM Bible 

Study 

17 18 19 

20 10 AM Con-

temporary Wor-

ship 

21 6:30 PM 

Bunko 

22 6:30 PM 

Weight Watchers 

23 6:00 PM 

Group Exercise 

7:00 PM Bible 

Study 

24 6:30 PM Keno 25 26 

27 10 AM Tradi-

tional Worship 

28 29 6:30 PM 

Weight Watchers 

30 6:00 PM 

Group Exercise 

7:00 PM Bible 

Study 

   


