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June 8-10, 6:15-9:00PM  
(every evening) 

Hope Lutheran Church, Cedar Hill 
 
YOU are custom designed and custom 
called for a custom designed life!  God 
does not only call pastors and   profes-
sional church staff. Rather, God calls 
everyone. More importantly, God is 
CALLING YOU. God’s unique   vision 
for you will shape all aspects of life—
from work, church, and community to 
family and friends. 
 
Perhaps you are in transition?  College
-age, newly married, 40+ and restless, 
retirement is upon you, a life-changing 
event, or the economic crisis is a con-
cern to you. 
 
Give your self a gift! Energetic and fun, 
this seminar will provide  valuable 
scriptural insight, practical wisdom, and 
more importantly time for understand-
ing your unique individuality, recogniz-
ing God’s guiding hand, and even grap-
pling with two of life’s more practical 
yet significant questions: Who am I? & 
What am I to do? 
 
 

As part of our service to the community, 
each shepherding group and the school 
has a box at church in which we will be 
filling with various items each month. 
The box with the most items wins! 
 
We had a great response for May! Let’s 
keep up the good work! 
 

This month’s items are all items for hair 
care: shampoo, conditioner, brushes, 
combs, etc. 
 
People cannot buy these supplies with 
food stamps, so they are very good 
items to donate to the Community    
Caring Center and Neighbor to 
Neighbor! 
 
Thanks for you help! 
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The presenters are Pastor Wendy A.W. 
Berthelsen and Steve Harr.  Wendy is 
pastor of ministry in daily life at Hope 
Lutheran.  Previously she was a bio-
medical engineer, receiving three US 
Patents.  Steve is a business attorney 
and founding partner of Munsch Hardt 
Kopf & Harr, P.C. The presenters have 
nearly thirty years of combined experi-
ence teaching and helping others     
discover God’s unique call. 
 
Together with their spouses, they are 
co-founders of Call Inc. 
(www.callinc.org), a non-profit     
Christian teaching mission dedicated to 
helping individuals discover God’s 
unique call by providing seminars and 
resources to assist in custom designing 
a life, family, church, 
or organization around God's call. 
Cost: $25 ($10 if you already own a 
reflection guide) 
 
RSVP by calling Pastor Wendy (972-
291-7902) .  You may also pre-register 
by mailing the registration fee with 
your name, phone number and email 
to: Call inc., 5321 Joe Wilson Road, 
Midlothian, TX  76065 
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The Briarwood Vine 
Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retrea t programs 
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The Briarwood Vine 
Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retrea t programs 
to serve, nurture and equip the people of God for G od’s work in the world.  
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The Lilacs Mother Planted - __Ed Blair  ��

I listened by the doorstep as the evening shadows fell,  
While from the distance floated the faint tinklings of a bell,  

The night hawk circled overhead then dropped straight down below,  
The same as when I first lived there, in childhood, long ago.  

The trees have grown much taller in the yard where once I played,  
And now looked so majestic in their summer robes  arrayed;  
And near the walk the lilacs flung their fragrance   to the air  

The lilacs that my darling mother planted for us there.  
   

Ah, yes, what tender memories are forced on us again,  
Who leave our home in boyhood days and then return grown men;  

To seek again the playgrounds which in youth we loved so well,  
The shade beneath the apple tree, the old pump at the well,  

The woodpile, and the cellar door, the dear old blacksmith shop,  
The granary that held the corn with martin box on top.  

But dearer than the playgrounds was the perfume in the air,  
From those dear lilac bushes that my mother planted there.  

   
Oh, sweet and fragrant lilac, the one she loved so well,  

Thy fragrance brings to memory sad thoughts I cannot tell;  
Sweet lullabies of childhood sung at the evening rest,  

By mother clasping closely the one she loved the best.  
A voice that gently whispered sweet words of  love to me,  

A face so kind and gentle, a heart with love so free;  
Still yet my heart throbs feel them, still yet I see  them there,  

When lilacs that she planted with fragrance fill  the air.  

Kitchen Angel 
Flight Update  

June 2009   
 

Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran 
Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian 
comfort and assistance in the form of meals    
during difficult times of illness and mourning for 
church family members. 
 
 
NOTE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be on Sun-
day, July 19 at 11:00 am  after service.  
 
We usually meet after service on the third Sunday of each 
“odd” numbered month (January, March, May, July, Sep-
tember and November) 
 
Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our church 
secretary  if you or a church member may be in need of 
meals due to illness.  Please remember we can’t provide 

our ministry unless we know there is a need and we need 
your help to direct these needs to our point persons.  
Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board for up-
dated information and new team assignments. 
 
WANTED: ��We always need more angels so consider this 
our official invitation to join our ministry.  We believe that 
God is speaking to your heart as you read this appeal.  
Come and join us. 
 
Mark your calendars :   
Our 2009 meetings and activities/projects:  Sunday, July 
19th after service – Meeting 
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    WOMEN OF 
HOPE    

June 2009 
 

 
Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry: 
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and 
wholeness, provide service and means to  act on needed 
projects for our congregation and community, share our 
blessings and thanksgivings, with all glory to God our 
Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit and in  the 
name of our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ. 
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MEETING DATE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be 
on Sunday, July 19th  after worship.   
 
WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO??   

· Saturday lunch at the Azle Habitat for Humanity 
build – To be rescheduled due to weather 

· Our 7 th Annual 2009 Women of Hope “Bee 
Happy” Ladies’ Brunch was held on Sunday, 
May 17th.  Although our group was smaller than 
usual, it was a wonderful time of fun, food and 
fellowship.  Our guest speaker, Linda Davis-
Eden, showed that happiness is truly found in 
the Joy that is Christ Jesus.  Cheryl Watkins 
presented our 2009 Potscrubber Award to Pas-
tor Kathleen.  A new award was created by 
Lynn Sowders, as we have misplaced our origi-
nal.  We inducted, in absentia, our two high 
school graduates:  Matisse Maugh and Jennifer 
Watkins into the Women of Hope.  We also 
made two of our special friends, Stephanie 

Wyatt and Luz Huertas-Castillo, honorary 
Women of Hope.  A special thank you to all 
who made this a very special day and blessing 
to all who attended.  The food, the decoration 
and sisterhood was such a true Joy. 
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Please check out the Women of Hope Bulletin 
Board for updates.  Here are some of projects 
and events planned for the 2009.  Mark your 
calendars!  

 
2009 Scheduled Events: 
· July 19th – Meeting after Sunday morning service – 
11:00 am 
· September – December Fundraiser for 2009 Project 
(Prayer/Serenity Garden) 
· October 18th – Teddy Bear Sunday 
 
  
Summer Musings: 
 
“It is better to be a young June-bug than an old bi rd of 
paradise” -   Mark Twain 
"I wonder what it would be like to live in a world where 
it was always June." -   L. M. Montgomery   

#������
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Lector Schedule 
 
June 7: Doris Edmunds 
June 14: Lynn Sowders 
Jun 21: Georgette Clark 
June 28: Kelly Riddle 
July 5: Nancy Batig 
July 12: Fred McGilvray 
July 19: Julie Morton 
July 26: Cheryl Watkins 
 
 
 

Worship Assistant Schedule 
 
June 7: Dave Utech 
June 14: Fred McGilvray 
Jun 21: Georgette Clark 
June 28: Lynn Sowders 
July 5: Dave Utech 
July 12: Fred McGilvray 
July 19: Georgette Clark 
July 26: Lynn Sowders 
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Synod News Briefing  
�� �� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
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Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus 

 

Positive Energy! That’s one very good way to describe the 2009 NT-NL Synod Assem-
bly in Plano: Gifted for DiscipleLife. The entire event stayed focused on a celebration of our 
DiscipleLife in Christ. Kelly Fryer (author of Reclaiming the L Word) reminded everyone that 
we are called and gifted to go beyond the walls of the church and be what we are – God’s plan 

for reaching and healing the world. The worship events were joyful and reverent. The business 
sessions and debates were respectful and earnest. The gift of music from Lost and Found was re-

freshing and animated. But perhaps the event that truly captured the spirit of being God’s gifted people was the 
day spent learning and growing at the DiscipleLife University. Presenters came from beyond and within the 
synod, prepared with thoughtful and helpful materials and insights. The discussions were lively; the exchanges of 
good humor and ideas were invigorating. For more details about the events and actions of the assembly, be sure to 
read Bishop Kanouse’ summary. Next year (April 23-25, 2010) we are headed to Amarillo as we focus on Living 
the DiscipleLife!  
 
On the Journey to the Churchwide Assembly  
An invitation: “Beginning Monday, June 29, and for the 50 days leading up 
to the Churchwide Assembly, I invite the people of the ELCA to…focus on 
prayer and scriptural study…I encourage you as congregations, groups, and 
individuals to study and pray for – and along with – the assembly by using 
prayers, Scripture, and song drawn from the [assembly’s] daily worship. 
Resources to guide individuals and groups…may be found at 
elca.org/50days” (Bishop Mark Hanson, April 27, 2009).  
 
Domestic Hunger Grants  
Do you help support a food pantry? Are you involved in hunger-related or-
ganizations or advocacy? The ELCA has Domestic Hunger Grants to help 
support your work. Grant criteria and application materials are available 
online. Last year two grants were made to groups in the NT-NL Synod, total-
ing $6,000.  
 
FYI… June Emphasis: Our Ecumenical Ministries  
 
�� The 2009 NT-NL Synod Assembly adopted four resolutions: (1) calling on the ELCA to launch a Suicide Prevention Task 
Force; (2) asking for worship resources that are diverse, including the option for materials that make appropriate use of military 
language and images; (3) urging the Churchwide Assembly to change its procedures so that any change to ELCA policy regarding 
sexuality would require a 2/3 vote; and (4) urging adoption of Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust.  
 
�� The Leadership Program for Musicians – Texas is sponsoring courses to support church musicians and worship leaders. An 
open house is scheduled for First, Temple, on Sept. 26. Info contact Marsha Seale (713.562.6972).  
 
�� Mosaic-Dallas is starting a Bell Choir for its residents using the expertise of a Music Therapist. But it has no bells or chimes. 
If you have a set to loan or donate, please contact Beth Sabella, Community Relations, 972.866.9989 x321.  
 
�� Make the ELCA Mission Investment Fund a part of your financial planning. The Fund offers attractive investment options 
which are, in turn, used to make loans to ELCA congregations and related ministries. Info contact Pastor Carol Spencer 
(817.927.3239).  
 
�� The Name Gathering Project seeks to gather the names of all students headed to college for the coming fall. It’s easy, and it 
helps connect them to their campus ministry program. Just fill out the form at http://divein.lcmut.org. And while you are at it, sub-
mit their email address to SynodOffice@ntnl.org so we can add them to our “Friends” mailing list.  
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around the synod  

St. John, Coryell City, collects food for 
the local care center and tabs for the Ronald 
McDonald House. ~ Midland, Midland is 
opening a Community Harvest Garden ~ 
Trinity, Wichita Falls, will offer a Briar-
wood Day Camp thanks to a grant from the 
Mission Endowment Fund. ~ Calvary, 
Richland Hills, had a “Teddy Bear Sun-
day” and gave new ones to Children’s Alli-
ance. ~ Zion, Priddy & St. John, Bartlett, 
give scholarships to their college-bound 
students. ~ Bethel, Avoca, had a Soil Stew-
ardship Sunday (jars of soil from members’ 
farms were blessed). ~ Emmanuel, Gran-
bury , Pastor Jane Mar was available for 
private confession on Holy Saturday.  

Gifted !  



       Bishop of  Constantin- 
      ople, 389, Macrina,  
      theologian, 379 
 
6/21 Onesimos Nesib,  
         translator, evangelist,  
         1931 
 
6/24 John the Baptist 
 
6/25 Philipp Melanchthon,  
        renewer of the church,  
        1560; Presentation of the  
        Augsburg Confession,  
        1530 
 
6/27 Cyril, Bishop of  
        Alexandria, 444 
 
6/28 Irenaeus, Bishop of  
        Lyons, 202 
 
6/29 Peter and Paul, Apostles 
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Please pray this month for our 
Ecumenical partners 
 
6/7   Our Saviour’s, Durant; Faith,  
        Flower Mound; Oromo  
        Mission, Richardson 
 
6/14 Immanuel, Killeen; Trinity,  
        Lockney; DL Goal C: Peace  
        and Justice 
 
6/21 Shepherd King, Lubbock;  
        Christ the King, Fort Worth;  
        Messiah, Monroe 
 
6/28 Hope Midland; Chuch of the  
        Way, Plano; Waco  
        Conference  
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Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Brennan 
215-280-4638 (mobile) 
k.brennan77@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Colwyn Power 
817-221-4673 
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Church Council, 2009 
 
President: Cheryl Watkins 
Vice-President: Connie Morrow 
Secretary: Julie Morton 
Treasurer: Cheri Gobel 
Financial Secretary: Sylvia Cone 
 
Deacons: Colwyn Power, Shirley Propp, Thea Askew 
 
Trustees: Sam Rutherford, David Utech, vacant 
 
Board of Education: Christy Power, Lynn Sowders, Cindy Ramon 

6/1   Justin, martyr at Rome, 165 
 
6/3   John XXIII, Bishop of   
        Rome, 1963; the Martyrs of  
        Uganda, 1886 
 
6/5   Boniface, Bishop of  Mainz,  
        missionary to Germany,  
        martyr, 754 
 
6/7   Seattle, chief of  Duwamish  
        Confederacy, 1866 
 
6/9   Columba, 597; Aidan, 651;  
        Bede, 735 renewers of the  
        church 
 
6/11 Barnabas, Apostle 
 
6/14 Basil the Great, Bishop of  
        Caesarea, 379; Gregory,     
        Bishop of Nyssa, 385;  
        Gregory of Nazianzus,  
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