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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
"Marked with the cross of Christ forever, 
we are claimed, gathered, and sent for the 
sake of the world." We are an evangelizing 
church, and this mission flows out of a life 
attentive to God’s Word and rooted in 
unceasing prayer for the Spirit's life-giving 
work with the Word. In the seven weeks 
leading to the start of the ELCA Church-
wide Assembly on August 17, I invite you 
to join in 50 days of renewed and focused 
prayer around the Scriptures that will be 
used at the assembly, when your co-
workers in the Gospel are daily gathered, 
centered and sent into mission. 
 
The accompanying Scriptures, prayers and 
songs are a resource you can use in small 
groups, in individual devotions or as a con-
gregation-wide initiative. As you gather 
around God's Word, I ask you to pray 
especially for the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, for those who will 
gather in Minneapolis, for decisions to be 
made, and for faithfulness in discerning 
those directions to which God is calling 
this evangelizing church in mission and 
service for the sake of the world. 
 
In God's grace, 
Mark S. Hanson  
Presiding Bishop      

Vacation Bible School 
will be July 29-31 this 
year.  These are Wed., 
Thu., and Fri., eve-
nings from 6 pm to 9 
pm.   
 

There will be dinner, snacks, crafts, 
games, and lessons.  The theme this year 
is Rome: Paul and the Underground 
Church, where we’ll travel back to an-

cient Rome and meet some of the earli-
est Christians and learn about God’s 
love for us.   
 
We are in need of volunteers to be heads 
of “families” and people to donate food 
and supplies.   If anyone is interested in 
helping in anyway, please contact Lynn 
Sowders or come to the weekly plan-
ning meetings held on Monday evenings 
at 7 PM.  
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Each Day 
One of the following prayers or another 
prayer might be prayed for this church on 
each of the 50 days leading up to the assem-
bly, beginning on June 29, 2009: 
O God, you open the hearts of your faithful 
people by sending into us the light of the 
Holy Spirit. Direct the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America by the light of that 
Spirit, that we might have a right judgment 
in all things and rejoice at all times in your 
peace; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord.  
(Adapted from ELW Occasional Services 
for the Assembly, Opening of an Assem-
bly.) 
Or 
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy 
catholic church. Fill it with all truth and 
peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it 
is in error, direct it; where in anything it is 
amiss, reform it; where it is right, strengthen 
it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake 
of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship) 
Or 
Almighty God, grant to your Church your 
Holy Spirit and the wisdom which comes 
down from heaven, that your Word may not 
be bound but have free course and be 
preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s 
holy people, that in steadfast faith we may 
serve you and in the confession of your 
name may abide to the end; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
(Lutheran Book of Worship) 
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The Briarwood Vine 
Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retrea t programs 
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A Summer Prayer 

from Appleseeds.org  
Long warm days... 

The pace of life slows... 
A time for picnics and rest in the shade... 

Lord, 
help me to rest awhile in the cooling shade of your  presence. 

Slow down my restless heart and fill me with gentle  compassion for all your 
people. 
Amen  

    WOMEN OF 
HOPE    

July and August 
2009 

Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry: 
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and wholeness, 
provide service and means to  act on needed projects for our 
congregation and community, share our blessings and 
thanksgivings, with all glory to God our Father, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit and in  the name of our Lord and sav-
ior, Jesus Christ. 
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MEETING DATE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be 
on Sunday, July 19th  after worship.   
 
WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO??    
 
Saturday lunch at the Azle Habitat for Humanity bui ld 
was rescheduled for June 27.  Thank you to Georgett e 
and Carl Clark, Mollie White and those who helped a s-
semble sandwiches and take lunch and beverages to 
the build site.  It reminded us that Jesus was also  a 
carpenter from a small town.  
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Please check out the Women of Hope Bulletin 
Board for updates.  Here are some of projects 
and events planned for the 2009.  Mark your 
calendars!  
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· �q�œ�“� �G�X�`�q�œ�“� �G�X�`�q�œ�“� �G�X�`�q�œ�“� �G�X�`�›�•�›�•�›�•�›�•�G�G�G�G�À�À�À�À�G�G�G�G�t�Œ�Œ�›�•�•�Ž�G�ˆ�•�›�Œ�™�G�z�œ�•�‹�ˆ� �G�”�–�™�•�•�•�Ž�G�š�Œ�™�•�•�Š�Œ�G�t�Œ�Œ�›�•�•�Ž�G�ˆ�•�›�Œ�™�G�z�œ�•�‹�ˆ� �G�”�–�™�•�•�•�Ž�G�š�Œ�™�•�•�Š�Œ�G�t�Œ�Œ�›�•�•�Ž�G�ˆ�•�›�Œ�™�G�z�œ�•�‹�ˆ� �G�”�–�™�•�•�•�Ž�G�š�Œ�™�•�•�Š�Œ�G�t�Œ�Œ�›�•�•�Ž�G�ˆ�•�›�Œ�™�G�z�œ�•�‹�ˆ� �G�”�–�™�•�•�•�Ž�G�š�Œ�™�•�•�Š�Œ�G�À�À�À�À�G�G�G�G

�X�X�a�W�W�G�ˆ�”�X�X�a�W�W�G�ˆ�”�X�X�a�W�W�G�ˆ�”�X�X�a�W�W�G�ˆ�”�G

· �z�Œ�—�›�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�G�z�Œ�—�›�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�G�z�Œ�—�›�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�G�z�Œ�—�›�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�G�À�À�À�À�G�G�G�G�k�Œ�Š�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�G�m�œ�•�‹�™�ˆ�•�š�Œ�™�G�•�–�™�G�Y�W�W�`�G�w�™�–�‘�Œ�Š�›�G�k�Œ�Š�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�G�m�œ�•�‹�™�ˆ�•�š�Œ�™�G�•�–�™�G�Y�W�W�`�G�w�™�–�‘�Œ�Š�›�G�k�Œ�Š�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�G�m�œ�•�‹�™�ˆ�•�š�Œ�™�G�•�–�™�G�Y�W�W�`�G�w�™�–�‘�Œ�Š�›�G�k�Œ�Š�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�G�m�œ�•�‹�™�ˆ�•�š�Œ�™�G�•�–�™�G�Y�W�W�`�G�w�™�–�‘�Œ�Š�›�G
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· �v�Š�›�–�‰�Œ�™�G�X�_�v�Š�›�–�‰�Œ�™�G�X�_�v�Š�›�–�‰�Œ�™�G�X�_�v�Š�›�–�‰�Œ�™�G�X�_�›�•�›�•�›�•�›�•�G�G�G�G�À�À�À�À�G�G�G�G�{�Œ�‹�‹� �G�i�Œ�ˆ�™�G�z�œ�•�‹�ˆ� �{�Œ�‹�‹� �G�i�Œ�ˆ�™�G�z�œ�•�‹�ˆ� �{�Œ�‹�‹� �G�i�Œ�ˆ�™�G�z�œ�•�‹�ˆ� �{�Œ�‹�‹� �G�i�Œ�ˆ�™�G�z�œ�•�‹�ˆ� �G
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Pastor Kathleen’s  
Summer Travel 

 
 

  
  
 From July 22 to July 26 Pastor Kathleen will 
be traveling to New Orleans, Louisiana with Geoffrey 
Sowders and Nathan Propp to attend the ELCA       
National Youth Gathering along with 36,000 people! 
 From August 10 to August 20 Pastor Kathleen 
will be traveling to Minneapolis, Minnesota to visit 
her future in-laws and to attend the ELCA Churchwide 
Gathering. 
 If you have a pastoral emergency or need  
pastoral care, please contact Lynn Sowders.  
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Kitchen Angel 
Flight Update  

  
July and August 2009    

 
Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran 
Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian 
comfort and assistance in the form of meals dur-
ing difficult times of illness and mourning for 
church family members. 
 
NOTE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be 
on Sunday, July 19 at 11:00 am  after service.  
 
We usually meet after service on the third Sun-
day of each “odd” numbered month (January, 
March, May, July, September and November) 
 
Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our 
church secretary  if you or a church member 
may be in need of meals due to illness.  Please 
remember we can’t provide our ministry unless 
we know there is a need and we need your help 
to direct these needs to our point persons.   
 

Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board 
for updated information and new team assign-
ments. 
 
 
 
 
 
WANTED: ��We always need more angels so 
consider this our official invitation to join our min-
istry.  We believe that God is speaking to your 
heart as you read this appeal.  Come and join 
us. 
 
Mark your calendars :   
Our 2009 meetings and activities/projects:  Sun-
day, July 19th after service – Meeting 
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Synod News Briefing  
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Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus 

A Living Ministry On May 15, St. John Lutheran Church in Grand Prairie 
held a final worship service to celebrate 55 years of ministry. It was aday of thanks-
giving and remembrance. They had previously voted to close their doors effective 
May 31 and to sell their facility to DFW Ghanaian Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
The end of St. John’s fruitful and active ministry, however, is only part of the story, 
for their ministry will now live on in a great number of new and powerful ways. The 

congregation has given furnishings and furniture to several NT-NL mission starts and congregations andthe assets 
from the sale of the facility have been shared among a dozen ministries. Briarwood Retreat Ministries, the 
synod’s Mission Endowment Fund, the synod’s Fund for Leaders in Mission, and two othe synod’s mission starts 
(San Gabriel, Alvarado, and Church of the Resurrection, Keller) received the largest part of the congregation’s 
benevolence. There were also gifts to the Lutheran Youth Organization and Lutheran Sunset Ministries (Clifton). 
And some gifts for local ministries (the local food pantry, Boy Scouts, Children First Counseling Center and oth-
ers). The congregation lives on! Thanks be to God for the years of faithful 
mission and ministry at St. John Lutheran Church.  
 
Announcing the 2009-10 Stewardship Academy  
Those who have attended the Academy in the past will tell you that they gained 
thoughtful and practical insights into stewardship for themselves and for their 
congregation. The Academy teaches about the stewardship of time, relation-
ships, money, spiritual gifts and all that God’s abundant life gives. There are 
two opportunities to participate: at Grace, Abilene, and at Our Savior, Mesquite. 
Each group meets three times during the coming year and graduates are Steward 
Leaders in the synod.  
 
And the Parish Lay Ministry Academy also  
Looking for a deeper level of understanding and service? Want to study as 
seminarians study? The Fall session of the Parish Lay Ministry Academy is 
scheduled for Sept. 19, Oct. 24 and Nov. 21 with studies in Old Testament, 
Leadership and Prayer & Spirituality. It’s time for you to do this; wait no 
longer.  
 
FYI… July Emphasis: ELCA Vision for Mission 
· Pray for the National Youth Gathering (Jesus, Justice & Jazz) taking place July 22-26 in New Orleans. May the youth have 

their minds, hearts and spirits quickened by all they hear and do.  
 
· Learn about the important and missional work of our synod’s Mission Endowment Fund by going to their brand new web site: 

MissionEndowmentFund.org. MEF actively supports mission outreach all across the NT-NL Synod.  
 
· Get some new and helpful resources for congregational stewardship work online at ELCA.org/MakeItSimple.  
 
· Bishop Kanouse made Fort Worth’s evening news on May 13 -- interviewed at the Habitat Build with the Bishop Day.  
 
· The Evangelical Lutheran Education Association is a national organization of ELCA congregations who sponsor weekday 

schools and early childhood programs. Learn more about them on the ELEA web site.  
 
· You’ve heard about DiscipleLife, but have you heard about DiscipleLife Alive! ? It’s coming this fall.  
 
· The ELCA has scheduled a Global Formation Event for Katy, Texas, on Oct. 2-3. The event is a stimulating way to experi-

ence in person the global work of ELCA missions.  

NT-NL Disciplelife 
Joy, Rockwall, made dental hygiene 
kits and hosted a demonstration for 150 
African refugees in their area. �  Trinity, 
Fort Worth, made 500 sandwiches for 
one of their outreach ministries: the 
Presbyterian Night Shelter. �  Hope, 
Springtown, collected items for the 
Community Caring Center and 
Neighbor to Neighbor. �  Zion, Priddy, 
has plans this summer for a VBS, Day 
Camp and the Big Country Lutheran 
Summer Camp. �  Holy Trinity, 
Shreveport, joined in the NW Louisiana 
Food Bank Empty Bowl Fund Raiser. �  
Our Saviour’s, Durant, hosted the 
Wesley Student Lunches. �  Redeemer, 
Greenville, offers its VBS jointly with 
the Presbyterian church next door.�



8/8   Dominic, founder of the  
        Order of Preachers  
        (Dominicans), 1221 
 
8/10 Lawrence, deacon,  
        martyr, 258 
 
8/11 Clare, renewer of the  
        church, 1253 
 
8/13 Florence Nightingale,  
        1910; Clara Maass,  
        1901; renewers of  
        society 
 
8/14 Maximilian Kilbe, 1941;  
        Kaj Munk, 1944; martyrs 
 
8/20 Bernard, abbot of  
       Clairvaux, 1153 
 
8/24 Bartholomew, Apostle 
 
8/28 Augustine, bishop of  
        Hippo, 430; Moses the     
        Black, monk, martyr, c.  
       400 
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Please pray this month especially for the ELCA Vision 
for Mission. 
 
Please pray each week for the congregations and        
ministries of our synod: 
 
7/5  St. Paul, Shive; Lord of Life, Glenn Heights;  
       Synodical Women’s Organization 
 
7/12 Calvary, San Angelo; First, Shreveport; Grace  
         Slaton  
 
7/19 Faith, Spearman; Our Savior’s, Tyler; Rolling Plains  
       Conference  
 
7/26 First, Waco; St. John, Wilson; Salem, Rosebud 
 
8/2 San Miguel, Fort Worth; Ascension, Garland; Texas  
       Impact 
 
8/9 Hope, Comanche; Santa Maria, Irving; St. Peter,  
      Malone 
 
8/16 Grace, Fort Worth; St. Matthew’s, Fort Worth; DL  
        Goal D: Lutheran Identity 
 
8/23 Faith, Wichita Falls; Christ the Servant, Allen;  
        Central, Dallas 
 
8/30 Emanuel, Dallas; King of Glory, Dallas; North  
        Central East Conference  
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Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Brennan 
215-280-4638 (mobile) 
k.brennan77@gmail.com 
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Church Council, 2009 
 
President: Cheryl Watkins 
Vice-President: Connie Morrow 
Secretary: Julie Morton 
Treasurer: Cheri Gobel 
Financial Secretary: Sylvia Cone 
 
Deacons: Thea Askew, Colwyn Power, Shirley Propp 
 
Trustees: Vacant, Sam Rutherford, David Utech 
 
Board of Education: Cindy Claussen, Christy Power, Lynn Sowders 

7/11 Benedict of Nursia,  
        abbot of Monte Cassino,  
        c. 540 
 
7/12 Nathan Soderblom,  
        bishop of Uppsala, 1931 
 
7/17 Bartolome de Las Casas,  
        missionary to the Indies,  
        1566 
 
7/22 Mary Magdalene,  
       Apostle 
 
7/23 Birgitta of Sweden,  
        renewer of the Church,  
        1373 
 
7/25 James, Apostle 
 
7/28 Johann Sebastian Bach,  
        1750; Heinrich Schutz,  
        1672; George Frederick  
        Handel, 1759; musicians 
 
7/29 Mary, Martha, and  
        Lazarus of Bethany;    
        Olaf, King of Norway,  
        martyr, 1030 
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