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     As many of you know, in the middle of 
June I traveled to the Holy Land. Our basic 
itinerary included Jerusalem, Nazareth and 
the Galilee, Bethlehem and Hebron. The 
majority of our time was spent in  
Bethlehem, where we stayed for five 
nights. If you are not aware, Bethlehem is 
in the West Bank, land that was designated 
for the Palestinians in 1967. However, the 
Israelis control all the boundaries and wa-
ter for Bethlehem and the West Bank. Part 
of the way that they are controlling these 
boundaries and areas inside the West Bank 
is through a separation wall. This wall is 
twice as high as the Berlin Wall and the 
Israeli government has built it on territory 
within the West Bank. In addition, the wall 
is built around Israeli settlements (some 
that look like Dallas suburbs!) within the 
West Bank. These settlements are con-
nected to Jerusalem and Israel by roads 
that Palestinians are not allowed to drive 
on. It was an eye opening experience for 
me, one that I hope to share in more depth 
with you on an evening in August or early 
September where I would like to show you 
my pictures and have some Mediterranean 
food!  
     The ELCA is against the separation 
barrier and the occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza by the Israeli government. 
Their  occupation is a direct violation of 
human rights.   

Vacation Bible School 
will be August 13th, 
14th, and 15th this 
year.  These are Wed., 
Thu., and Fri., eve-
nings from 6 pm to 9 
pm.  The reason that it 

is being held later in the year is that 
many of the teenage youth will be away 
at various camps for the summer, and 
we want them to enjoy the lessons also.   

There will be dinner, snacks, crafts, 
games, and lessons.  The theme this year 
is Friendship Trek, where you learn to 
walk with Jesus as your friend.  I am 
looking for volunteers to help with 
classes, cooking, and providing sup-
plies.   If anyone is interested in helping 
in anyway, please contact Georgette 
Clark or Lynn Sowders.  
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Peace Not Walls is  an ELCA campaign to raise 
awareness, to call for prayer and to promote  
advocacy. http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-
Action/Justice/Peace-Not-Walls.aspx 
 
Arab-Israeli-Palestinian conflict  
long history of European persecution of Jews; late 
1800s Zionism  
· 1917 British Balfour Declaration  
· 1947-49 UN partitioning, war, armistice  
· 1967 Six Day war; Three No's of Khartoum; 

UN resolution 242  
· 1970 Jordan renounces Palestinians (Black 

September)  
· 1973 Yom Kippur War  
· 1978 Camp David Peace Treaty and return of 

Sinai Peninsula (land for peace)  
· 1987 first Intifada  
· 1993 Declaration of Principles/ Oslo (land for 

peace plan)  
· 1994 Palestinian authority; Gaza, Jericho; 

Peace Treaty with Jordan  
· 1995 Rabin assassinated (Netanyahu, Barak 

and Arafat)  
· 2000 Camp David II; second Intifada begins  
· to 2007 “road map”; security barrier; Arafat, 

Sharon gone as leaders; Hamas; Israeli unilat-
eralism  

 
Jerusalem’s Religious Significance  
· holy to Jews as David’s city and Temple 

Mount  
· holy to Christians as site of Jesus’ death and 

birth of Christianity  
· holy to Muslims as city of prophets Abraham 

and David, first qibla, and site of Muham-
mad’s night journey (Dome of the Rock)  
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The Briarwood Vine 
Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retrea t programs 
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    WOMEN OF HOPE    
July and August 2008 

Mission Statement for the Women of 
Hope Ministry: 
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and wholeness, 
provide service and means to  act on needed projects for our 
congregation and community, share our blessings and 
thanksgivings, with all glory to God our Father, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit and in  the name of our Lord and sav-
ior, Jesus Christ. 
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MEETING DATE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be 
on Sunday, July 20, 2008  after worship service in the 
Adult Classroom.  We need your participation and su p-
port.  Please join us.    
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Pastor Kathleen’s  
Summer Travel 

 
 

  
  
 From July 9 to July 16 Pastor Kathleen will be 
traveling to Maine to be with her family and have a 
vacation. 
 If you have a pastoral emergency or need  
pastoral care, please contact Lynn Sowders or Pastor 
Ryan Mills at 651-353-1843. 
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Kitchen Angel 
Flight Update  

  
July and August 2008    

 
Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran 
Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian 
comfort and assistance in the form of meals dur-
ing difficult times of illness and mourning for 
church family members. 
 
NOTE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be on  
Sunday, July 20 at 11:00 am  in the Adult  
Classroom.  
 
We usually meet after service on the third Sunday of 
each “odd” numbered month (January, March, May, 
July, September and November) 
 
Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our 
church secretary  if you or a church member may be 
in need of meals due to illness.  Please remember 
we can’t provide our ministry unless we know there is 
a need and we need your help to direct these needs 
to our point persons.  Check it out the Women of 
Hope bulletin board for updated information and new 

team assignments. 
 
WANTED: ��We always need more angels so con-
sider this our official invitation to join our ministry.  
We believe that God is speaking to your heart as you 
read this appeal.  Come and join us. 
 
Mark your calendars :   
Our 2008 meetings and activities/projects: 
Sunday, July 20th  after service – Meeting 
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Synod News Briefing  
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Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus 
 
Stewardship  Academy 
Would you like to be able to better see the abundance of God…to change the culture of stewardship in your con-
gregation…to think about stewardship in a year-round, holistic way…and to grow personally in your understand-
ing of stewardship?  
Plan to attend the Stewardship Academy to learn about Biblical foundations for stewardship, spiritual giftedness, 
and the stewardship of time, relationships, family, health, creation and resources. The purpose of the Academy is 
to equip and support faithful leaders to confidently model and implement year-round stewardship ministries. Con-
gregations are encouraged to be represented by 2 or 3 members, including the pastor. Two academies are offered 
in 2008-09 and each requires attendance at all three sessions: one at St. Matthew, Waco (Oct. 3-4, Feb. 6-7, and 
Mar. 27-28) and the other at Trinity, Fort Worth (Sept. 5-6, Nov. 14-15, and Mar. 6-7). The cost to attend the 
academy is $200.  
 
Upcoming Latino Ministry Retreats  
Several retreats are planned for Latino youth leadership development and adult 
spiritual formation: the Hispanic Theological Encounter in Weslaco (July 24-
26); Youth Multi-Cultural camping, grades 8-12 at Briarwood (August 3-8); 
Children’s Retreat, ages 8-12 at Briarwood (August 23); Latino Youth Retreat 
for TLGC & NTNL synods (September 19-20); Stewardship Workshop 
(October 3-4); the Second Christian Education Workshop at San Miguel, Fort 
Worth (October 10-11); and the Tri-Synodical Second Annual Spiritual Retreat 
for pastors and lay leaders (November 13-15). Info contact Ms. Irma Godinez.  
 
Texas Louisiana Seminary Appeal  
For over 30 years the Lutheran Seminary Program in the Southwest has pro-
vided theological education for those preparing for ordained ministry. Bi-lingual 
and bicultural studies have greatly enriched studies at LSPS as have newer pro-
grams for lay ministers who provide pastoral leadership in congregations. Theo-
logical education is expensive and yet invaluable to the church. The Seminary 
Appeal is an opportunity to provide support. Info contact Pastor Gordon 
Roesch.  
 
FYI… July Emphasis: ELCA’s Vision for Mission Appeal  
August Emphasis: NT-NL Synod Campus Ministry Fund 
 
�� Rebecca Mehl, New Hope, Keller, will serve a year-long volunteer position in India as a part of the ELCA’s Young Adults in 
Global Mission program. Read what she has written about the Mission Trip at NTNL.org.  
 
�� In April the United Methodist Church, meeting in Fort Worth, voted to enter into full communion with the ELCA – thereby 
recognizing the ELCA’s ministry and sacraments. The ELCA will vote on the proposal next year.  
 
�� Texas Impact, our church’s voice in Austin advocating for issues of justice, has received a $4,000 World Hunger grant from 
the ELCA to enable them to work on issues of economic and environmental justice in Texas.  
 
�� Matthew Cleaver, the young adult elected at the Synod Assembly to be a Voting Member at the Churchwide Assembly next 
year, is a member of Hope, Cedar Hill, not St. Matthew, Waco, as previously reported.  
 
�� Teams of people from congregations are encouraged to sign up for the Passing on the Faith Conference in the NT-NL Synod, 
February 20-21, to learn more about youth and family ministry .  

Why I love being Lutheran:  
Comments at the 2008 Assembly 

  
Because I am so in need of grace.  

Liturgical worship.  
Beer, brats and bible.  
The church is family.  

Martin Luther rocks my world.  
Freedom, responsibility, grace.  

Sacrificial love.  
Lutefisk and potlucks.  
Theology of the cross.  

Great hymns and anthems.  
Women are active as leaders.  

Strong coffee.  
The great vision of the ELCA.  

Justification by faith.  
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8/8   Dominic, founder of the  
        Order of Preachers  
        (Dominicans), 1221 
 
8/10 Lawrence, deacon,  
        martyr, 258 
 
8/11 Clare, renewer of the  
        church, 1253 
 
8/13 Florence Nightingale,  
        1910; Clara Maass,  
        1901; renewers of  
        society 
 
8/14 Maximilian Kilbe, 1941;  
        Kaj Munk, 1944; martyrs 
 
8/20 Bernard, abbot of  
       Clairvaux, 1153 
 
8/24 Bartholomew, Apostle 
 
8/28 Augustine, bishop of  
        Hippo, 430; Moses the     
        Black, monk, martyr, c.  
       400 
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Please pray this month  
especially for the Texas Conf. of Churches 
and Louisiana Interchurch Conf. 
 
Please pray each week for the  
congregations and ministries of our synod: 
 
7/13 Calvary, San Angelo; First,  
        Shreveport; Grace Slaton 
 
7/20 Faith, Spearman; Our Savior’s, Tyler;  
        Rolling Plains Conference 
 
7/27 First, Waco; St. John, Wilson; Salem,  
        Rosebud 
 
8/3   San Miguel, Fort Worth; Ascension,  
        Garland; Texas Impact 
 
8/10 Hope, Comanche; Santa Maria, Irving;  
        St. Peter, Malone 
 
8/17 Grace, Fort Worth; St. Matthew’s, Fort  
        Worth; DL Goal D: Lutheran Identity 
 
8/24 Faith, Wichita Falls; Christ the Servant,  
       Allen; Central, Dallas 
 
8/31 Emanuel, Dallas; King of Glory, Dallas;  
        North Central East Conference 
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Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Brennan 
215-280-4638 (mobile) 
k.brennan77@gmail.com 
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Church Council, 2008 
 
President: Cheryl Watkins 
Vice-President: Mollie White 
Secretary: Julie Morton 
Treasurer: Vacant 
Financial Secretary: Sylvia Cone 
 
Deacons: Carl Clark, Betty Leonard, Colwyn Power 
 
Trustees: Joe Morton, Sam Rutherford, David Utech 
 
Board of Education: Georgette Clark, Christy Power, Lynn Sowders 

7/11 Benedict of Nursia,  
        abbot of Monte Cassino,  
        c. 540 
 
7/12 Nathan Soderblom,  
        bishop of Uppsala, 1931 
 
7/17 Bartolome de Las Casas,  
        missionary to the Indies,  
        1566 
 
7/22 Mary Magdalene,  
       Apostle 
 
7/23 Birgitta of Sweden,  
        renewer of the Church,  
        1373 
 
7/25 James, Apostle 
 
7/28 Johann Sebastian Bach,  
        1750; Heinrich Schutz,  
        1672; George Frederick  
        Handel, 1759; musicians 
 
7/29 Mary, Martha, and  
        Lazarus of Bethany;    
        Olaf, King of Norway,  
        martyr, 1030 
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