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The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love. The
Lord is good to all, and his compassion is
over all that he has made.

- Psalm 145:8-9

Sisters and brothers in Christ,

The oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico is both
heartbreaking and infuriating. It causes
deep sorrow, both for the initial loss of hu-
man life and for the deep and lasting dam-
age to an ecology that provides life and
livelihoods for so many of God's creatures.
At the same time we grieve that the natural
beauty of this region, a sign of God's mar-
velous creativity, has been defiled.

Moving to indignation and anger over the
neglect and carelessness that led to this
disaster, both in private industry and in
government regulation, is understandable.
However, to do so without recognizing the
responsibility we all share -- as consumers
of petroleum products, as investors in an
economy that makes intensive and insistent
energy demands, and as citizens responsi-
ble for the care of creation -- lacks credibil-
ity and integrity. An honest accounting of
what happened (and what failed to happen)
must include our own repentance.
Nonetheless, God remains faithful in restor-
ing the creation and human community.
Among the voices that despair and con-
demn, we have a witness of hope to pro-
claim.

First, God, who made the creation and
made it good, has not abandoned it. Day
after day God sustains life in this world, and
the powerful vitality of God's creation,
though defiled, is not destroyed. The life-
giving power of God's creative goodness
remains at work, even in the Gulf of Mex-
ico. The Spirit will continue to renew the
face of the earth (Psalm 104:30, as we just

sang at Pentecost). All who care for the
earth and work for the restoration of its vital-
ity can be confident that they are not pursu-
ing a lost cause. They serve in concert with
God's own creative and renewing power.
Moreover, the human family need not drown
in a flood of suspicion and recrimination that
is more toxic and more lasting than the oil
that floods the Gulf can ever be. The clean-
sing waters of baptism in Christ -- who died
not for the righteous, but for the unrighte-
ous -- bring forgiveness and reconciliation
with God. In this reconciled life with God we
have the freedom to move beyond mutual
condemnations and hostility to give a power-
ful witness of a reconciled community that
lives in service of the creation and the
neighbor. By refusing to surrender to the
toxicity of recrimination, we can convince
others that they can join us safely in the life
and service of this community.

Responding to a challenge of this size and
complexity will call upon countless insights
and skills, embodied in hundreds of occupa-
tions and trades, and upon the collective
strength and will of us all. God's Holy Spirit
has abundantly blessed the human commu-
nity with the gifts needed to do this work. We
can do it with sober confidence, good will

and even joy.

There are times for mourning and for repen-
tance, as well as for reconciliation and com-
mitment to the creation's care. They come at
different moments for different people. As
you serve in your communities, | commend
to you resources

for worship, study and action that express
the hope of Christians who see God's crea-
tive goodness, Jesus' forgiving reconciliation
and the Spirit's abundant gifts for service.
This is a moment when the human commu-
nity needs to hear a word of true hope, and
we have one to speak.

In God's grace,

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America
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The Briarwood Vine

Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retreat programs
BriarWOODSTOCK Space Still Available at Summer Camp

You are invited to the FIRST EVER Bti&not too late!! There are still some openings in our
WOODSTOCK. Coming to Briarwoodsummer camp program. The summer camp schedule, bro-
on Sunday, August 1st, for "3, er, 1 daghure, and registration forms are « GQ

of Peace and Music" (well, you get thgosted on our web site
idea). (www.briarwoodretreat.org. Sum- t g
mer camp began June 13th and 1M %q
runs through July 30th. Camp is e s
The day will start at 11:00 a.m. with a "camp style" wor-open for kids who have completec : &
ship service. Come and experience the enjoyment that 2nd grade through 12th grade PLL no
campers and counselors have in a-filled time of praise younger kids (with their parents)
and worship. A variety of delicious food will be availablere invited to be part of our new "Family Camp.” We also
for sale in our dining hall starting at 12:00 noon. Bandshave "onsite” day camp (for local youngsters ages 4 to 12)
will start performing at 1:00 p.m. We have a great variegnd don't forget the grandparents program (see our web
of bands (see the list to the left) who will entertain and site for more information about all the summer programs).
inspire everyone.

Confirmation Retreat

Cost is ONLY $5.00 in advance (or $10.00 at the gate). The new confirmation class in your
Space is limited!! (Yes, even at camp space is limited). congregation will be starting in a few

get your tickets today by calling 9431-2099 or emailing months. Do you remember in previ-
Briarwood atbw@briarwood.org ous years how long it took to move

C@[,\_Q\/ma'ﬁ()h from a bunch of individuals to a co-

hesive group that works well to-
Bands and individuals who will be performing include gether? The Briarwood Confirmation
Rachelle Fletcher, Planning Yesterday, My Hearts Cry, Batreat is a great way to move through that process.
side the Camp, Scattered Seed, Someday Sondoamq 3,
Floodgate(go towww.briarwoodretreat.orgfor more in-
formation about these bands).

By bringing your confirmation class to Briarwood Septem-
ber 10 to 11, you can have a great start this year. Your
confirmation students will have a great time, see confir-
This will be a GREAT event for youth groups, families, aidtion as something that is fun and important, and begin
people of all generations! So make your reservations ngyd confirmation journey with a good first step. The con-

firmation retreat will provide plenty of opportunity for

+ Peace + your confirmation class to meet on its own as well as lots
of fun time with the whole group. More information will
W appear in the August edition of tHriarwood Vinend on
2/*‘ our web site atvww.briarwoodretreat.org

Pastor Rob Moore

Executive Director, Briarwood Retreat Center and Church
Camp


mailto:bw@briarwood.org
http://www.briarwoodretreat.org
http://www.briarwoodretreat.org
http://www.briarwoodretreat.org
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WOMEN OF Springtown. We will be organizing fundraisers and
HOPE projects to help and serve these women. We welcome
July 2010 Jomen o ielugial - @ny an all ideas and participation.

Mission Statement for the
Women of Hope Ministry

s , TENDER TOUCH PRAYER SHAWL MINIS-

M\ TRY 6 Our Tender Touch Prayer Shawl Minis-
Pt : .

provide service and means to act on needed projects for out ,,..-W try will be reorganizing. Shawls and blankets

congregation and community, share our blessings and v ¥ are still being produced as this loving ministry

thanksgivings, with all glory to God our Father, through the continues forward. Please watch for more info

power of the I—_|0Iy Spiritand in the name of our Lord and savip the future. See Lynn Sowders if you have any
ior, Jesus Christ. .
questions.

MEETING SCHEDULE: Our meetings are held after worship service on the
third Sunday of each “odd” numbered month (January, March, May, July,

£ 2 Please check out the Women of Hope Bulletin
September and November). @

Board for updates. Here are some of projects

) and events planned for the 2010. Mark your
MEETING DATE: Our next bi -monthly meet- calendars!

ing will be on Sunday, July 18th after wor-
ship. Please join us.

_ o 2010 Scheduled Events:Year Long Continuing 2010
e 2010 Projectd Our 2010 project is to pro- Project activities

vide prayers and sponsorship of the local July 18 after service & Meeting

~ 1 1]
womends shelter, Libgerotyheliz@grbdy sedrSurddy

‘B'” Kitchen Angel Flight Update
&«w‘% July 2010

Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian
comfort and assistance in the form of meals during difficult times of illness and mourning for church
family members.

(L3

NOTE: Our next bi -monthly meeting will be on ~ Sunday, July 18 ™ at 11:00 am after service.

We usually meet after service on the third Sunday of
July, September and November)

Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our church secretary if you or a church member may be in need

of meals due to illness. Pl ease remember we canét p
we need your help to direct these needs to our point persons. Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board

for updated information and new team assignments.

WANTED: We always need more angels so consider this our official invitation to join our ministry. We be-
lieve that God is speaking to your heart as you read this appeal. Come and join us.

Mark your calendars :

9 Our 2010 meetings and activities/projects:
Sunday, July 18" after service i Meeting
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Operation Christmas Stocking 2010

?LN{#
This year, one of our service projects will be to provide Christmas stockings to two troops who will be deployed during the
holidays. We're aiming for over 200 stockings! So— we need to plan ahead and we need your help!

You can make your own stockings, buy stockings, create gift bags or decorate boxes.
You can also find additional ideas below.

Christmas Cards Guitar picks Harmonica Socks

CDs/DVDs Games Yo-yo Travel clock

Hand sanitizer Deodorant Playing cards Lotion

Wet ones Sunglasses Chapsticks Eye Drops

Shampoo and conditioner  Bug spray Calendar Shaving cream
Disposable razors Small flashlight Sunscreen Lip balm

Small multitool Clip on lights AT&T Calling cards Dominos

Tiny personal fan Pen/Mechanical penciSmall picture frames Toothbrush and paste
Dental floss Individual package of tissue Baseballs

Non-perishable food items: cookies, candies, gum, granola bars, hard candy, etc.
Send small treewith Christmas decorations (paper and plastic)
Disposable cameratake a photo of yourself with it before sending!

Also you can send toys for the troops to give out to the children, which will bring smiles to both
the children and our Troop heroes. Please include your name and address or email address in
the stockings!

For more information, please speak with Lynn Sowders or Shirley Propp.

Worship Assistants and Lectors for July aggesaseme s o
Vacatlon Bible School

}J/\lljcl);sdfhl Ar\]snsiéséwé%:rs G P B \\ill be July 2831 this

|/ (
July 11: Fred McGilvray = I year. These are Wed.,
July 18: Georgette Clark & Tishjoirag E( Thu., and Fri., evenings
July 25: Nancy Bati Josep ok '1 % from 6 pm to 9 pm and
August 1: Barbara Claussen from prison o palace i Saturday from 9 AM to

August 8: Nancy Batig ; B | P 0 el G 1R 4 12 PM.

August 15: Julie Morton

August 22: Norma Hulsey h , .

August 29: Kelly Riddle There will be dlnner, snhacks, crafts, games, and les- i
Lectors: sons.The theme thisyearEgy pt : Josephos
July 4: Lynn Sowders from Prisonto Palce, wher e wedl |l trave
July 11: Fred McGilvray Egypt and meet Joseph and Ph
July 18: Georgette Clark love for us

July 25: Karen Propp '

August 1: Carol Bottke

August 8: Lynn Sowders We are in need of volunteers
August 15: Fred McGilvray people to donate food and supplie§.anyone is interested
August 22: Georgette Clark in helping in anyway, please contact Lynn Sowders or
August 29: Nancy Batig come to the planning meetings held on Wednesday eve-

If you would like to serve, contact Pastor Kathleen or Lynn SoWBgsat 7 PM, July 7 and July 21.
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A DISCIPLELIFE SYORTIERN TEXAS — NORTHERN LOUISIANA SYNOD, ELCA

Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus
St. Matthew, Waco, started a Cancer sup-
port g Midlang Midlédnd, adults stud-
ied the book Once and Future Church. &
First United, Dallas, hosted a Midsummer
Night Festivalof art and mus
St. Paul, Crawford, participated in the third
annual Festival of Faiths. Ténity, Fort
Worth, host ed a Jdammmnudlla s
Killeen, helped build a house in Juarez,
Me x i cFirst, Téinple, has organized a

ife

Pr ai se Mrationgview, putsfamily
devotions and the pas
we b s iCdlvary, Riéhland Hills, held a

teacher appreciation
gregations are encouraging tithing in their
stewardship education Advent, Arling-
ton,host s a Commu nFoury
Mile, Mabank, has put together a profile for
publicity pur po 3riaity,.
Sherman, spend 30 minutes each day during
the summer in prayer and Bible study.

q

Qo

St. Paul, Farmers Branch

Blessed and a Blessing
On May 28 the congregation concluded 53 years of dedicated ministry
in their community.
The service was one of praise and new life, as the congregation gathered
with many friends and former members to remember, to celebrate and to
|l ook forward é for this was more
ning. St. Paul was determined to bless others even as they had been
plessed. J'I'Dqlsealezo; the property will be used to strengthen the ministries
offered by Briarwood, in Sierra Leone, through the Mission Endowment
Fund, in the NINL DiscipleLife Initiative, ELCA World Hunger and
P Wortd Relief as well as a host of local charities.

Tribute by Bishop Kanous&he
tPggple of St Bauklytheyan,
Church in Farmers Branch com-
I pleted theair eniistrydn thadlaca-
tion; they have been scattered t

| the four winds both in the

b MetfoplBx andifar beyond. Yet
their mi istry will coptinue to live for generations because God has been faithful in
us r?g”éﬁoesensdiné)t em, because they have been faithful to the end, and because in
their final act, they have a continuing vision of mission in Jesus' name. They will

live. A resurrection indeed.

JOIN THE TOWN HALL FORUM with Bishop Mark S. Hanson

will take questions at the

are available.

F Y | &ly Emphasis:theWo me

The NT-NL Mission Endowment Fund
meets at Preston Meadow Lutheran C

The next online Town Hall forum will take place on Saturday, August 14, at 10:30 a.m. Bishop Hanson

live webcast which will be broadcast from Chicago as a parffatidieMe:

Sharing the Gospel in a 2.0 Wokdent. Learn more at ELCA.org/townhall. The previous Town Hall
forum (March 7) is also posted for-aemand viewing and download. Transcripts in English and Spanish

nds and MandLatseraM$unset dinistriee s
awarded $2000 to the hmelenesian Lutheran Missionin north Dallas. The group
hurch in Plano and is served by Rev. Alexander Lumingkewas.

Ann Svennungserresigned as president of Texas Lutheran University citing professional and personal considerations. Her
dedication to the growth of TLU, her vision for higher education and her contributions to the development of a Strafiegic Plan

Boldly Investing in Lives of Purpose ec ei v e d

Want to recommend a college student tolth#heran Campus Ministry pr ogr a m

praise from the wuniversityoés Bo:

cl osest NawmeQGath-e m? T

ering Projectmakes it easy. Just fill out the online form foundvatw.divein.lcmut.org

Go in Peace; Serve the LordAs of June 3, 140 congregations have voted to terminate their relationship with the ELCA ac-
cording to the ELCA Office of Secretary. The decision to terminate requires two separate and successful votes.

The nextDinner Fund Raiser for the Mission Endowment Fund is Oct. 9 at King of Glory, Dallas. Mark it down!

News Briefingnow available in three formats: in a print version (PDF), in Spanish (PDF), and electronically (HTML). It is

designed to be reprinted in congregati

onal newsletters and/or shared electronically with members and friends.



Hope Lutheran Church is a people created by God in Christ and
empowered by the Holy Spirit. Recognizing that we are a community
of Christ’s people seeking to involve all people in Christ seek to proclaim
the word of God. We wish to embrace one another as members of
God’s family with Christ as the head. We endeavor to accomplish this
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH by youth and family ministry and outreach to the community.

4795 E. Hwy. 199 Church Council, 2010

Springtown, TX 76082 X
President: Georgette Clark

Phone: 817221-4673 Vice-President: Cheryl Watkins

E-mail: info@hopelutherantx.org Secretary: VACANT
Treasurer: Cheri Gobel
Financial Secretary: Carl Clark

Wedre on t e webl! Deacons: Shirley Propp, Barbara Claussen, VACANT
Trustees: Sam Rutherford, Connie Morrow, VACANT
. Board of Education: Cindy Ramon, Carol Bottke, Lynn Sowders
Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Mills

215280-4638 (mobile)
k.brennan77@gmail.com

COMMEMORATIONS

7/11 Benedict of Nursia,
abbot of Monte Cassino,
c. 540

7/12 Nathan Soderblom,
bishop of Uppsala, 1931

7/17 Bartolome de Las Casas,
missionary to the Indies,
1566

7/22 Mary Magdalene,
Apostle

7/23 Birgitta of Sweden,
renewer of the Church,
1373

7125 James, Apostle

7/28 Johann Sebastian Bach,
1750; Heinrich Schutz,
1672; George Frederick
Handel, 1759; musicians

7/29 Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus of Bethany;
Olaf, King of Norway,
martyr, 1030
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
17 PM School 2 3
Board

410 AM 56:30 PM Keno 6 6:30 PM Weigh7 7 PM VBS 87 PM Church 9 10

Contemporary Watchers Planning MeetingCouncil

Worship

1110 AM 127 PM 4H 13 6:30 PM 147 PM Hope 15 16 17

Traditional Weight Watchers Praise rehearsal

Worship

11 AM Potluck

18 10 AM 19 6:30 PM 20 6:30 PM 217PMVBS  226:30 PM Ken®3 24
Contemporary  Bunko Weight Watchers Planning Meeting

Worship

2510 AM 26 27 6:30 PM 286 PMVBS 296PMVBS 306PMVBS 319AMVBS
Traditional Weight Watchers

Worship




