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AMMAN, Jordan (ELCA) -- Despite the 
continued conflict in Gaza, bishops of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada (ELCIC) are  
proceeding with plans to travel Jan. 6 to 
the Middle East.  A smaller group of 
seven ELCA bishops, including the 
ELCA presiding bishop and the national 
bishop of the ELCIC, spouses and staff 
arrived here for a series of meetings Jan. 
3-5 with religious, community and  
political leaders. 
    The Lutheran leaders are here to  
provide support for the Evangelical  
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy 
Land (ELCJHL), to learn more about the 
realities of living in the Middle East and 
to advocate for peace. 
    Leading the bishops are the Rev. Mark 
S. Hanson, ELCA presiding bishop, other 
leaders of the ELCA Conference of  
Bishops, and the Rev. Susan C.  
Johnson, ELCIC national bishop. The 
Rev. Munib A. Younan, bishop, ELCJHL, 
leads the host church. 
    Hanson, Younan and six ELCA  
bishops participated in worship services 
Jan. 4 at the Lutheran Church of the 
Good Shepherd, an ELCJHL  
congregation here. Hanson and Younan 
joined the Rev. Samer Azar, the  
congregation's pastor, in the Christian 
rite of confirmation for six young people. 
    "Tonight we come as leaders from the 
United States and Canada to publicly 
commit ourselves to pray for peace in the 
Middle East," Hanson told the  
congregation.  He said he fears people in 
the United States view the Middle East in 
its complexity, which prevents speaking 
clearly for an end to violence, for the 

Sunday School has resumed for  
children and adults at 9 AM on  
Sunday mornings! 
Join the adult class to learn about world 
religions with Pastor Kathleen. 

On Wednesday evenings, Bible Study will 
resume at 7 PM. We will be exploring the 
book of Genesis. Come and join us! All are 
welcome! 
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withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza, for 
a return to negotiations, for a  
reestablishment of human rights, and for 
an opening of borders so that medicine 
and basic necessities can get to the  
people of Gaza. 
    Hanson said his denomination will  
advocate for peace with political leaders 
and will pray for peace.  He expressed 
appreciation for Jordan's King Abdullah II 
for his efforts to stop the violence in Gaza, 
for sending humanitarian relief to people 
in Gaza, and for the king's respect for 
deeper relationships between Muslims 
and Christians. 
    While in Jordan, the ELCA bishops, 
spouses and staff toured the ruins and 
excavation at Petra. 
    The North American bishops are here 
as part of their 2009 Academy, an annual 
time for theological reflection and study. 
Though planned for months, the visit is 
especially timely given the current conflict 
in Gaza between Hamas and  
Israel.  Israel's decision to send ground 
forces into Gaza has heightened concerns 
throughout the region. 
    Throughout the weekend, ELCA  
bishops and staff monitored the situation 
in Israel and Gaza. They met by  
conference call to discuss concerns with 
bishops and staff in the United States. 
Options included reducing the size of the 
bishops' delegation because of security 
concerns. Leaders determined that the 
visit should proceed as planned, with as 
many bishops from both churches  
participating as possible.     
     Following their itinerary here, the  
bishops plan to travel Jan. 6 to Jerusalem. 
They will be joined by about 29 more  
bishops from the ELCA and four more 
bishops of the ELCIC. That group will 
meet with religious, community and  
political leaders in Israel and the West 
Bank through Jan. 13.  
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The Briarwood Vine 
Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retrea t programs 
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Sunday Brunch at 
Briarwood 

First Sunday of the 
Month 

Starting January 4th 
10:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. 



    WOMEN OF HOPE    
January 2008 

 
Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry: 
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and wholeness, 
provide service and means to  act on needed projects for our 
congregation and community, share our blessings and 
thanksgivings, with all glory to God our Father, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit and in  the name of our Lord and sav-
ior, Jesus Christ. 
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MEETING DATE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be 
on Sunday, January 18th  after worship.  We will be 
planning our 2009 year activities.  Please join us.     
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January 18th – Scheduled meeting after worship 
service 
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Since the end of the Middle Ages, families and communities have 
gathered at the main entrances of homes and dwelling places for 
a blessing on the Day of Epiphany with readings, prayers and by 
inscribing the door lintel with the year and the letters, C, M, and B 
(20 + C + M + B + 08). The letters represent the names of the 
magi whose visit to the child Jesus is recalled on the festival of the 
Epiphany of our Lord. Church tradition since the seventh century 
names the magi Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar even though the 
narrative of Matthew chapter 2 does not dictate the number of 
magi or their names. This yearly ritual reminds the inhabitants of a 
home that their lives reflect the light of Christ and seeks the reve-
lation of the blessing of God in their lives. You can find a version 
of this ritual in the Sundays and Seasons online or in print or at 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada’s worship website. 

Stars are a traditional symbol of the festival of Epiphany. Make 
stars to decorate above the crèche. Bake star cookies. Use the 
opportunity to talk about how we seek Christ in the world. 
 
Encourage all family members, even the youngest and the oldest, 
to use the gifts God has given them in service that reveals the 
light of Christ in the world.�
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Kitchen Angel Flight 
Update  

  
January 2008    

 
Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran 
Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian 
comfort and assistance in the form of meals    
during difficult times of illness and mourning for 
church family members. 
 
NOTE:  Our next bi-monthly meeting will be on      
Sunday, January 18 at 11:00 am  after service.  
 
We usually meet after service on the third Sunday of each 
“odd” numbered month (January, March, May, July,    
September and November) 
 
Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our church 
secretary  if you or a church member may be in need of 
meals due to illness.  Please remember we can’t provide 
our ministry unless we know there is a need and we need 
your help to direct these needs to our point persons.  
Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board for        
updated information and new team assignments. 
 
 
 

WANTED: ��We always need more angels so consider this 
our official invitation to join our ministry.  We believe that 
God is speaking to your heart as you read this appeal.  
Come and join us. 
 
 
Mark your calendars :   
Our 2009 meetings and activities/projects: 
· Sunday, January 18th  after service – Meeting 
· Sunday, February 8th  - Kitchen Angel Sunday Brunch 

– Chinese New Year theme 
�
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Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus 

 

NT-NL Missionary Leaves for Africa in February  
Pastor Kate Warn of Lancaster, PA, has accepted the call to work for two years among the peo-
ple of Sierra Leone as our synodical missionary. Her work will include preaching, teaching, and 
outreach ministries, especially related to the establishment of a Medical Clinic and the final 
stages of construction of the Jubilee Centre. Her ministry is being supported by gifts from con-
gregations and individuals in the NT-NL Synod who want to expand and personalize the long-
standing ministry partnership that exists between us and the ELCSL. Bishop Tom Barnett ea-
gerly awaits Pastor Warn’s arrival, “Your being here enhances and reinforces our oneness in 
many minds and proves to our people that the church indeed is one in Christ.” How can you get 

involved? Pray. Encourage. Read about Pastor Warn and the project. Contact Bishop Kevin Kanouse or the chair 
of the Companion Synod Committee, Deb Lemon. And look for opportunities to meet Pastor Warn when she re-
turns to the U.S. on periodic visits.  
 
Lutheran Study Bible  
As the ELCA embarks on the Book of Faith Initiative (an invitation into the 
study and re-engagement of the Bible), Augsburg Fortress is releasing a Lu-
theran Study Bible full of helpful resources for understanding the Bible’s 
history, context and meaning. It’s due to be released on March 1, and dis-
counts are available now for bulk orders. The book will be an important ad-
dition to anyone’s home and library.  
 
An End to the Reign of Trailer  
Our mission church in the Roanoke area, Church of the Resurrection, con-
ducts worship in a Keller ISD school building, moving their furnishings in 
and out each Sunday on a trailer. They have an opportunity to relocate to a 
more permanent building in the area, but the facility needs renovation. They 
seek your prayers, energies, and financial support for this move. Learn more 
about the Reign of Trailer and contact Pastor Douglas Schoelles 
(817.491.3590).  
 
Passing on the Faith Conference: Most parents want to pass on their faith, but 
are not sure where to begin. Passing on the Faith is a two-day conference that offers 
tools to engage entire families in faith-driven conversations, devotions, service, ritu-
als and traditions that can be passed on for generations to come. The event is set for 
Preston Meadow Lutheran Church in Plano on Feb. 20-21. Info contact Tom Schwolert (972.539.1031).  
 

FYI… January Emphasis: Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone  
 
�� The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is January 18-25. Pray that we be one in witness and service.  
 
�� Lutheran Ministry and Social Services of Waco (254.757.3401) provides legal assistance to those in need. Begun by First, 
Waco, LMSS has now been named an affiliated Social Ministry Organization of the ELCA. Congratulations!  
 
�� Care for Returning Veterans: Congregations and leaders are urged to know the needs of returning military personnel and to 
know the resources available to them. Info contact Pastor Mike Masterson (817.292.1338).  
 
�� Walter Wangerin, Jr., pastor, author, professor and speaker for Lutheran Vespers will speak at Texas Lutheran University in 
Seguin on January 21.  
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around the synod  

 
As part of their Advent observances, 
Emmanuel, Granbury, hosted a LSS  
Christmas Party; Trinity, Fort Worth , 
undertook to Build-A-Bear for Cook’s  
Childrens Hospital; youth from Gloria Dei, 
Garland, wrapped gifts at Barnes and  
Noble; Our Redeemer, Grand Prairie, 
gave a community outreach party; and 
youth from Hope, Springtown, hosted a 
Christmas Ball. ~ Trinity, Clovis ,  
celebrated having paid off its mortgage. 
First, Temple, is hosting both an End of 
Life Seminar and a marriage seminar, 
Twogether. Christ, Dallas, will dedicate 
new facilities on January 11. ~ Faith, 
Wichita Falls, had a Silent Art and Crafts 
Auction for the ELCA World Hunger  
Appeal. Blake Hobratschle of St. Matthew, 
Waco, will enter Candidacy to begin  
studies for the ministry.  



1/25 Conversion of Paul 
 
1/26 Timothy, Titus, and  
        Silas, missionaries 
 
1/27 Lydia, Dorcas, and  
        Phoebe, witnesses to the  
        faith 
 
1/28 Thomas Aquinas,  
         teacher, 1274 
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Please pray this month  
especially for the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Sierra 
Leone 
 
1/4   Calvary, Richland Hills;  
        Our Redeemer, Grand  
        Prairie; Pastors & Lay  
        Rostered Leaders 
 
1/11 St. John, Coryell City;  
        Our Savior, Clifton/ 
        Norse; Mid-Cities  
        Conference 
 
1/18 First Salem, Roscoe; St.  
        Stephen, Shreveport; DL  
        Goal A 
  
1/25 Covenant, Temple;  
        Shepherd of Life,  
        Arlington; Parish Lay  
        Academy 
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Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Brennan 
215-280-4638 (mobile) 
k.brennan77@gmail.com 
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Church Council, 2009 
 
President: Cheryl Watkins 
Vice-President: Connie Morrow 
Secretary: Julie Morton 
Treasurer: Cheri Gobel 
Financial Secretary: Sylvia Cone 
 
Deacons: Colwyn Power, Shirley Propp, Thea Askew 
 
Trustees: Sam Rutherford, David Utech, vacant 
 
Board of Education: Christy Power, Lynn Sowders, Cindy Ramon 

1/1   Name of Jesus 
 
1/2   Johann Konrad Wilhelm  
        Loehe, renewer of the  
        church, 1872 
 
1/6   Epiphany 
 
1/9   Adrian of Canterbury,  
        teacher, c. 710 
 
1/15 Martin Luther King, Jr.,  
        renewer of society,  
        martyr, 1968 
 
1/17 Antony of Egypt, c. 356;  
        Pachomius, 346,  
        renewers of the church 
 
1/18 Confession of Peter 
 
1/19 Henry, Bishop of  
        Uppsala, martyr, 1156 
 
1/21 Agnes, martyr, c. 304 
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