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EPIPHANY CELEBRANUARY 6

January 6 is the twelfth day of Christmashim homage." Is this is a public or pri-
and the culmination of the Christmas seavate act? The immediate setting seems
son as the feast day of Epiphany. Epiph-to imply private action, for the magi

any is the day we celebrate the arrival offollow the rising star to a nondescript
the wise men at Bethlehem. Epiphany house in Bethlehem. Behind the con-
celebrations are very popular around thecealed comfort of these house walls, the
world and actually older than Christmas! magi take to their knees before the in-
Because Epiphany falls on a Wednesdayfant Jesus as a gesture of humble obedi-
this year, we will be having our own ence; yet, what appears to be private is
Epiphany celebration. Please join us on in fact front and center for the world to
Wednesday, January 6 at 7 PM for a shooehold. Indeed, the bright starlight re-

service and fun! veals to us that this commonplace home
has become the stage for the entire cos-
A |little bit more mdsout Epiphanyé

Paying Homage: A Public Matter

As the magi enter the place housing the
What does it mean to pay homage to  Christchild, they take us with them.
someone? The word "homage" was The star serves as the spotlight for us to
birthed in the fourteenth century to de- see and to experience the fléaking
scribe a feudal ceremony whereby someGod who enters humanity for the salva-
one acknowledged themselves as subordien of all creation. When these foreign-
nate to anothér a peasant publicly pay- ers fall before Jesus, our knees also be-
ing homage to a local lord, for example. gin to buckle as we too are over-
As the European feudal system dissolvedyhelmed by the revelation of God's Inside this issue:
the meaning of "homage" evolved into a work. And on our knees we have no
general expression of respect or act of choice but to pay homage to Jesus, for

obeisance. Though paying homage to  only there "you shall see and be radiant; Briarwood Vine 2
someone has its roots in a public cere- your heart shall thrill and re-
mony, the vernacular use of "hnomage" joice" (Isaiah 60:5). Such joy, such Women of Hope 3
does not inherently imply a practiced  grace, such radiance, and such an epiph-
) ) |
communal rite. any cannot be a private matter! Lector/Assistant 4
., From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Schedule

So _hOW shall we unde'rStand the magi's Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. .
actions before Jesus in Matthew 2:117? Weprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Kitchen Angels 4
are told that "they knelt down and paid Liturgies Annual License #33164.
WATER TO THRIVE Synod News >

We continue to have coffee available for trests $14. Checks may be mad Prayer List 6

organization Water to Thrive, a ngmofit ~ Water to Thrive and will be

that helps build wells for clean drinking  mailed to their offices in Austin,

water in Africa. The coffee is fatrade and TX. Coffee makes a great gift! Calendar 7
50% of proceeds go to building the well.

The other half is for the coffee growers. We also have a limited number eshirts

Coffee is available in regular or decaf, and necklaces. Support access to clean wa-

whole bean or ground. One pound of coffeer! See Pastor Kathleen for more info.
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The Briarwood Vine

Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retreat programs o =

OUR "THANK YOU" GIFT TO YOU FOR A we can say thank you for your partnership and support.

WONDERFUL YEAR - A FREE BRUNCH!
Sunday January 3rd + Peace +

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. W
; ‘4}"

We have had a great year at Briarwood. Because of ot
partnership with you, we have grown in our summer car®astor Rob Moore

attendance, our Briarwood Executive Director, Briarwood Lutheran Ministries
sponsored retreats, our genera )&wfj
retreat business, and maybe _1 g‘(;@‘

LOOKING AHEAD

most important- in our relation-
ships with congregations and Senior Citizen's Retreat
congregational members. We

have been able to improve our March 1214, 2010

facilities and have even remod Designed for the retired, semétired,
eled and rebuilt three new cab- or still working- there is no age limit. If you want to join
ins in our Oak Grove village (they look brand new!!). s you are invited to be here!! Our journey this year will

One of our most enjoyable new events during this past include worship, Bible study, interesting workshops, and
year has been our monthly Sunday brunches. The first OPPortunities for horseshoes, card and board games, hik-
Sunday of each month, many of you have joined us for g, and much more. This is a wonderful time of year to be
wonderful time of food and fellowship. And as our way &f Briarwood.

saying THANK YOUb you-we are inviting you to b®UR | anten Retreat

GUEST#& a very special brunch on Sunday, January 3rd

from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. March 1314, 2010

Yes-you read that right! We are inviting you to be OURYOU are invited to bring your 4th through 6th graders to
GUEST. This brunch is free to you as a way of saying tR&gkwood on March 13th through 14th for this year's
you for all that you and others have done in partnership Lenten Retreat Our journey this year will include worship
with us over the last year. The only requirement we hav&"d singing, Bible study and small group discussion, and all
is that you must make a reservatieand you can do that the enjoyment of a wonderful camping experience. This is
by emailing Jean Oswaldjaan@briarwoodretreat.orgr & wonderful tl_me of year for your child to be at Briarwood
calling her at 94@41-2099. (Please note: reservations af@nd you too if you are one of the adult sponsors!).
REQUIRED for this free brunch._ We need to ha\_/e an ag4t more information on all of our retreats for 2010 go to
rate count to plan for a group this size. Those without res- : .

. ) our web site- www.briarwoodretreat.org
ervations will be charged the regular Sunday brunch rate.'f

Norm and Jeramy (our two skilled chefs) will be presenting

a feast that tastes as good as it looks (and it looks great!!).
SO COME JOIN US FOR A FREE BRUNCH Sunday January
3rd from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

REMEMBERreservations are required for this free
brunch so make your reservations nowCome join us so



mailto:jean@briarwoodretreat.org
http://www.briarwoodretreat.org
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WOMEN OF HOPE
January 2010

An Epiphany Prayer

Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and
wholeness, provide service and means to act on Father, we thank you for revealing yourself to us in Je-

needed projects for our congregation and commu- sus the Christ, we who once were not your people but
nity, share our blessings and whom you chose to adopt as your people. As ancient Israel

thanksgivings, with all glory to God our Father confessed long ago, we realize that it was not because of

. . our own righteousness, or our own superior wisdom, or
through the power of the Holy Spirit and in the strength, or power, or numbers. It was simply because you

name of our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ. loved us, and chose to show us that love in Jesus.
As you have accepted us when we did not deserve your

MEETING SCHEDUidetings are held after Worshlp'@@r\)'l’d@/%'tﬁé us to accept those whom we find 't hard

third Sunday of each 0?1 ? éﬁ;r%/?ﬂsmgLé)fﬂ\%g&ggfﬁédg}tﬁ]at r|g rbj)r :

September and November). eous than others. Will you help us to remove the barriers
of prejudice and to tear down the walls of bigotry, religious

NEXT MEETING DATE: Our next bi -monthly or social? O Lord, help us realize that the walls that we

. . erect for others only form our own prisons!
meeting will be on  Sunday, January 17 after Will you fill us so full of your love that there is no more

worship. Please plan on attending as we will room for intolerance. As you have forgiven us much, will
be planning our 2010 activities and projects. you enable us with your strength to forgive others even
more? Will you enable us through your abiding Presence
TENDER TOUCH PRAYERISGWEMMISWQ us, communally and individually, to live our lives in
er warthy of the Name we bear?
g rough your guidance and our faithful obedi-
each month at 4 pm at the church. Pleasecgeatae haBvenues in ways that we have not imagined
Sowders or Molly White if you have someonefiwidimadiyenéghd ayour love so that it may be a Light of

Wr in a warm kni | in .revelation for all people.
be wrapped in a wa tted blessing We thank you for your love, praise you for your Gift, ask

for your continued Presence with us, and bring these peti-

-

© ., Please check out the Women of Hope tions in the name of your Son, who has truly revealed your
é}»” Bulletin Board for updates. heart. Amen.

Tnank “fadat Thank you all for participating Thank you Shirley Propp and all your elves for
vn“ {1198 in the 2009 Church Challenge coordinating our Christmas Family projects. For
Grazie L and all the cans of cranberriesall who contributed, you truly gave a wonderful
(/m/m Iﬂ“ 3 It is wonderful that we were a Christmas gift to the Christ Child, by providing
G very important part in provid- for his people.
iracias ing 100+ Christmas Baskets,
being distributed by the Azle Community Care. To all the youth (and grounaps Lynn Sowders,
Also, a big hug of appreciation to all for providir@olwyn Power, Cindy Ramon, Carol Bottke, Bob
the Springtown Neighbeto-Neighbor with not  and Barbara Claussen, Kelly Riddle and Sylvia
only chicken broth and cornbread mixes, but th€one) thank you for entertaining us and giving a
pounds and pounds of other food stuff. We do play on the true meaning of Christmas, Santa

make a difference! Claus and Godods wondr ou s
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Kitchen Angel Flight
Update

“Winter

January 2010

Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lu-
theran Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide
Christian comfort and assistance in the form
of meals during difficult times of illness

and mourning for church family members.

NOTE: Our next bi -monthly meeting will be
on Sunday, January 17 M at11:00 am after
service.

We usually meet after service on the third Sun-
day of each foddo
March, May, July, September and November)

Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our
church secretary if you or a church member
may be in need of meals due to iliness. Please
remember we canot
we know there is a need and we need your help
to direct these needs to our point persons.

numbe

provide our

Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board
for updated information and new team assign-
ments.

WANTED: We always need more angels so
consider this our official invitation to join our min-
istry. We believe that God is speaking to your
heart as you read this appeal. Come and join
us.

Mark your calendars
Our 2010 meetings and activities/projects: Sun-
dary gagua% %7F1h tafher s?r\\/jc%a1 I I\L/Ijegtlp%l ’

Worship Assistants and Lectors for

_ ~January and February
Worship Assistants:
January 3: Carol Bottke
January 10: Lynn Sowders
January 17: Fred McGilvray
January 24: Georgette Clark
January 31: Nancy Batig
February 7: Carol Bottke
February 14: Lynn Sowders
February 21: Fred McGilvray
February 28: Georgette Clark

Lectors:

January 3: Colwyn Power
January 10: Cheryl Watkins
January 17: Lynn Sowders
January 24: Fred McGilvray
January 31: Georgette Clark
February 7: Karen Propp
February 14: Barbara Claussen
February 21: Nancy Batig
February 28: Julie Morton

Celebrate Epiphany at Home!

Since the end of the Middle Ages, families and communities have
gathered at the main entrances of homes and dwelling places for
a blessing on the Day of Epiphany with readings, prayers and by
inscribing the door lintel with the year and the letters, C, M, and B
(20 + C + M + B + 08). The letters represent the names of the
magi whose visit to the child Jesus is recalled on the festival of the
Epiphany of our Lord. Church tradition since the seventh century
names the magi Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar even though the
narrative of Matthew chapter 2 does not dictate the number of
magi or their names. This yearly ritual reminds the inhabitants of a
home that their lives reflect the light of Christ and seeks the reve-
lation of the blessing of God in their lives. Copies of the blessing
will be available at church in the narthex.

Stars are a traditional symbol of the festival of Epiphany. Make
stars to decorate above the créche. Bake star cookies. Use the
opportunity to talk about how we seek Christ in the world.

Encourage all family members, even the youngest and the oldest,
to use the gifts God has given them in service that reveals the
light of Christ in the world.

If you would like to serve, contact Pastor Kathleen or Lynn Sowders.
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Synod News Briefing
ADISCIPLELIFE SXWORDHERN d VOYSIERN LOUISIANA SYNOD, ELCA
Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus

The Parish Lay Ministry Academy

Over 100 men and women from NNIL congregations have graduat
O O from our Parish Lay Ministry Academy over the years. Some took p e
(.P two year course of study for personal spiritual growth, others in or ' ' ()
~ || to assume greater levels of leadership in their home congregation o |
O few graduates have gone on to seminary and have been ordained ot § f
M There is no doubt that the PLM Academy is a wonderful gift to theijgy ‘I f. \ [
students and to our synod. The Spring Semester this year offers three
areas of studyThe Gospels, Lutheran IdentignndNurturing the Faith Communitylasses will be
offered in English and Spanish. Classes meet on Saturdays (March 20, April 17 and May 15) from 9:00 a.m. to

330pmiwi th reading and writing prescribed as homewo
tion, books and meals. Learn more about this opportunity at

www.ntnl.org/leaders and www.plmacademy.org. DiscipleLife
_ o ) around the synod
Youth & Family Ministry Happenings First, Temple, helped out in the crisis at Ft.

you can stay in touch with it by signing up to receiappeningd an e | meals and hotel rooms for the families with loyed
newsletter from the synod6s yooutes mhn$ sotrty Bayhy\eiytr ¢a nilo
Sr. High Gathering this month in Dallas, about Vibrant Faith Ministrje&orth, pr ovi des teddy beprs
Youth in Mission, Pathways and other learning and training opportJifL€ d 1 ¢ al ST dohrt, Winters, partici-

: : . pates inOperation Uplink(phone cards for thosg
ties. To sign up, contact Pastor Jamie Brunilamie @ntnl.ory in the rmbcersionaGayahdgathiered

Christmas qifts for an orphanage in Mexico arjd

Therebs a bunch of st uNLfSyngdpand g Hoodr(thefhooting of 18 sotdibrs) by providirie N
e

PrayingTogether_inZOlO _ _ for ten families of Good
The NT-NL Synod is made up of 120 congregations in 12 conferende&srace, Carrollton, andSt. Paul, Farmers
and shaped by our common commitmenbDiscipleLifeand our six Branch, are discussing ways to jointly pursue

DiscipleLifegoals. We are related to a dozen or more regional minigteyi n i sChrisy Dallad, is home to a Child
organizations and to an amazing host of things we engage in togethBréay e | 0 p me nTrinity; 8hermanr put 1 |
the ELCA. The2010 together a Hun@eod MGiaflt =«

Prayer List (www.ntnl.org/ congregations) gives all of us away to | @ p(;c;gérlam Ofr:ihsfr_E';%'gtgonhiﬁ]hggnrg SloebCiflic tlat
ipray our way through the synofgEHNRIYE SRR e
these many ministries with than rfsg“rp'e')b%aﬁvﬁm af Angatb it Yavy

mission on earth. |l aunched a Long Range¢ Pl
Good Shepherd, Irving,has aishes and

Loavesd o o d p Advdnt; Arlingtod, hosts

F Y | &nuary Emphasis:Please pray for our work @Bierra ASix Strings & Coffed Be

Leoneand inPeace & Justice

A celebration of th&Veek for Prayer for Christian Unity will bring together people of many denominations for an afternoon
of inspiring presentations and worship. The gathering takes place at King of Glory, Dallas, on Janu@yp21.)X3The Rev.
Zan Holmes, pastor emeritus St. Luke Community UMC, Dallas, is the speaker.

The annual benefit to support Mosaic in Dallas,Hleart & Soul Gala, is set for Feb. 13 at the Doubletree Hotel in Richard-
son. Info contacivww.mosaicinfo.org/heartandsoul

What happens to your contributions to the ELCA? A free reso8togies of Faith in Action, gives answers through pictures,
stories and vital information. It really helps the reader understand and appreciate the scope of mission and minitey within
ELCA. Info contact 800.328.4648 (item #001403).

The annuallri -Synodical Theological Leadership Conferencéor pastors and other church professionals takes place on
January 287 in San Antonio, focusing on Latino spirituality.a Vida de Felnfo atwww.swtsynod.org







