The word “Lent” comes from the ~ Some things you can do to ob-
Anglo-Saxon meaning “Spring.” It serve Lent in your daily life:

is related to our word “lengthen.” . Commit to a Lenten discipline

The ELCA website (www.elca.org)  of devotion, prayer and service.

has some helpful . Teach children to make the sign

information on Lent: of the cross offering them a way
As early as the mid-fourth cen- to bodily participate in the

tury, Christians have observed a liturgy at church and prayers at

time of preparation before the home.

Easter celebration. The Lenten sea-  Find ways to include children in
son begins on Ash Wednesday and  minjstries of service during
lasts for 40 days. The forty days of | gnt. Collect offerings or food
Lent recall the 40 day fast of Jesus gy ffs for those in need.

in the wilderness after his baptism =~ oovoi0 on prayer during

(Matthew 4:2, Luke 4:1-2) and L
) o ent. Collect prayer requests,
Moses' 40 day fast on Mount Sinai write them on slips of paper and

(Exodus 34:28). It is a time of sim- fashion them into a paper chain

pllfﬁ/_ rf:m_d r?rtehpérlrf]a“qfr“- ude: collect them in a bowl as a tan-
Incipal themes Include. gible reminder of the prayers.

gengenc? | Find a way to support those
aptsmai renewal being prepared for baptism.
Preparation for baptism at the Pray for them and send them a
Easter Vigil _ note. Encourage children to
Prayer, fasting, and service draw pictures or write small

Confession of sin rooted in the notes about baptism to those
promise of God that comes being prepared.

through the cross of Christ

The season of Lent begins on Asfe begin this journey because we
Wednesday, February 25. As is ouremember that we are mere mortals
tradition, we will observe Lent with and it is only through Christ that we
a service of Holy Communion and receive eternal life. “Remember that
the Imposition of Ashes at 7 PM. you are dust, and to dust you shall
Ash Wednesday helps us enter intaeturn.”
time of reflection on our Baptism Wednesdays during Lent we will
and a time of preparation as we gather at 6 PM for a dinner of soup
journey with Christ to the cross andand sides followed by Holden
resurrection. We are penitential as Evening Prayer at 7 PM.
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The Briarwood Vine

Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retrea t programs
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N > BOLD WOMEN'S DAY — The Mission State-
day. ment for the Women of the ELCAis: To mo-
% bilize women to act boldly on their faith in
AN Jesus Christ. The Women of the ELCA has
designated February 22, 2009 is Bold
Women's Day. Lutheran women who act boldly on their
faith in Jesus Christ are everywhere and come from all
walks of life. Some are professionals with careers. Some
are homemakers and caregivers. Most volunteer many
hours for both their church and community. Some are bold
in conspicuous and visible ways while others are bold in
quiet yet strong ways. Bold Women'’s Day celebrates all
the Lutheran women and the many and diverse ways in
" , hich we act boldly on our faith in Jesus Christ. We will
. . !.# $ N&G( ) HNLH, - MK 8(.ytg,\lebrate and recognize our BOLD WOMEN on Sunday,
I's. *( $-% /0! 1 *0%23%!'$.4 $-%B43&4 + 1 February 22, 20009.
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Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry
Uplift and support each other, promote healing amcholeness,
provide service and means to act on needed prejémt our
congregation and community, share our blessings and
thanksgivings, with all glory to God our Father, tbugh the
power of the Holy Spirit and in the name of our k@ and sav-
ior, Jesus Christ.
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MEETING DATE: Our next bi-monthly meeting will be é:r“_\ $ #* *(+37 - # Sl TH &SN * %6 $:
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¥ Kitchen Angel

% Flight Update
Z

@i February 2009

Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran
Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian
comfort and assistance in the form of meals
during difficult times of illness and mourning for
church family members.

NOTE: Our next bi-monthly meeting will be on
Sunday, March 15 at 11:00 am after service.

We usually meet after service on the third Sunday of each
“odd” numbered month (January, March, May, July,
September and November)

Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our church
secretary if you or a church member may be in need of
meals due to illness. Please remember we can't provide
our ministry unless we know there is a need and we need
your help to direct these needs to our point persons.
Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board for
updated information and new team assignments.

WANTED: We always need more angels so consider this
our official invitation to join our ministry. We believe that
God is speaking to your heart as you read this appeal.
Come and join us.

L o Please join us for our Kitchen Angel
e Sunday brunch after service, Feb-
ruary 8, 2009 . This is the Kitchen
LS Angel’s annual gift to the

i v congregation. This year’s theme is

Chinese New Year. According to the

Chinese calendar, 2009 is the year
of the Ox (years 1913, 1925, 1937, 1949, 1961, 1973,
1985, 1997 and 2009). We have some great food and
fellowship, while learning a little about our Asian friends’

new year customs.

Mark your calendars :
Our 2009 meetings and activities/projects:

Sunday, February 1% - Kitchen Angel Sunday mini
meeting to finalize Feb 8" Brunch details

Sunday, February 8" - Kitchen Angel Sunday Brunch
— Chinese New Year theme

Sunday, March 15th after service — Meeting
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Synod News Briefing

F 8 4
Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus

LEADERSHIER | NT-NL Scholarship Fund for Seminarians
' The cost of seminary education (tuition, fees and living expenses) rivals that of
RI S I : any graduate work: $70,000 - $100,000 for the three academic years. Seventy
o percent of seminarians take out educational loans, resulting in monthly lean pay
R ments of $300-$600. As the number of rostered leaders retiring continues to rise
(the “Baby Boomers”), the potential for a shortage of future leaders and for fi-
nancial hardship also continues to rise. The ELCA has established the FunddersLas an endowment fund
for scholarships for our future leaders. Twenty-five synods, including NT-Nig $&t up endowment funds
within this larger fund. The fund is professionally managed and operates undegyustigtines. Proceeds from
the synod’s fund will go toward the support of seminary students from NT-NL. Now woulddspacially good
time to consider a gift to the synod’s Fund for Leaders because theveitiatied Leadership Rising offers to
match every $2 gift with an additional $1. Together we can help the Ftnd
meet its four primary purposes: reducing debt, attracting more candigates,
affirming those who respond to the call, and meeting the mission chdl-
lenges of the church now and into the future.

around the synod

San Gabriel Mission, Alvarado,was
the site of this year'’sas Posadage-
Sign up for the new LifeLines membering the Holy Family’s'sea.rch
Words of reflection, devotion, commentary and insight are offered in a |for @ home for the birth of their child.
weekly email called LifeLines from Bishop Kevin Kanouse. Each Mondaly! heKids of the KingdonatRejoice,
our bishop looks at life around him and the texts for the Sunday before himfisco, had a birthday party for Jesus
and gives his thoughts. You can always read the current reflection at ~ |and gave the resulting gifts to Hope’s
www.ntnl.org / News & Events or you can receive your weekly mailing byP00r, @ women's shelter in Plano.

signing up as a “Friend” of the synod (email synodoffice@ntnl.org). Gloria Dei, Garland, has launched a
small group ministry. Faith, Wichita

. . . . Falls, participated in th&Vorld Aids
Medical Mission Trip Begins Day Gatheringn their community.

A team of 14 medical-related professionals departs the first of Fglfauar | Fjrst Temple, is host toThursday’s
Calaba Town, Sierra Leone, where they will help launch a free medical | cjub - a respite care center for families
clinic. The clinic will focus on maternal and new born issues, diabetes afiiying with Alzheimers. St. Olaf,
blood pressure ailments. Six barrels of supplies have already been shippeghiffills Gap, hosts a community
advance of the group’s arrival. Plus King of Glory in Dallas, the NTNL [ Health Initiative Cliniceach month.
Synod and the IDEA Foundation contributed a container of new clinic suyak Cliff, Dallas, has @Food Offering

plies to Sierra Leone from an organization called Medi-Send. on the first Sunday of each month.
Central, Dallas, offers audio CDs of
FYI... February EmphasisThe Work of NT-NL'’s DiscipleLife their morning worship.

Passing on the Faith is a two-day conference fif@tsotools to engage entire families in faith-@rivconversations, devo-
tions, service, rituals and traditions that campassed on for generations to come. The event fersBreston Meadow Lutheran
Church in Plano on Feb. 20-21. Info contact Tomvg&start (972.539.1031).

The Tri-Synod Lutheran Men in Mission Assembly ebFuary 20-21 in Austin. Info contact www.swtimmmeo

Grace, Carrollton, has pew chairs to give away buntact Pastor Scott Zimmerer (972.492.4474).

On February 28 the Spread the Spirit's Fire eventes to Covenant, Temple. The event is an eneggday that promotes
Bible study, skill enhancement and leadership. @3drwhole team of participants.

Briarwood Retreat Center has announced its schedisiemmer camps. The schedule runs from JuneAupust 7.
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Church Council, 2009
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President: Cheryl Watkins
# 0/°&1 *1$& Vice-President: Connie Morrow
10 2 3) Secretary: Julie Morton

Treasurer: Cheri Gobel
Financial Secretary: Sylvia Cone

Deacons: Colwyn Power, Shirley Propp, Thea Askew
Trustees: Sam Rutherford, David Utech, vacant

Board of Education: Christy Power, Lynn Sowders)dyiRamon
Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Brennan
215-280-4638 (mobile)
K.brennan77@gmail.com

D
2/2 Presentation of our Lord Please pray this month
_ especially for the NT-NL
2/3 Ansgar, Bishop of DiscipleLife Emphasis
Hamburg, missionary to
8D§5”mark and Sweden, 2/1 Trinity, Fort Worth;
Gloria Dei, Garland;
2/5 Martyrs of Japan, 1957 Lutheran Men in
Mission
2/14 Cyril, monk, 869;
Methodius, bishop, 885, 2/8 Grace, Carrollton;
missionaries to the Slavs Trinity, Clifton; St. John,
Winters
2/18 Martin Luther, renewer
of the church, 1546 2/15 St. Paul, Crawford; First
2/23 Polycarp, bishop of LNJmJE[?]d’ DtagaTI;
Smyrma, 156 ortheast Dallas
Conference

2/25 Elizabeth Fedde, _
deaconess, 1921 2/22 Oak CIiff, Dallas; Grace,

Ennis; Finnish Church,
Coppell
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