
HAITI EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 

PREPARING FOR LENTñWORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

     Almost two weeks have passed 
since the devastating earthquake in 
Haiti. The outpouring of gifts from 
members of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America (ELCA) 
to ELCA Disaster Response has 
enabled a swift response on behalf 
of this church.   
     Thank you for your generous 
financial support which now totals 
more than $1.6 million. Thousands 
of other gifts are still being 
counted.  
     Our community-based partners 
are already providing: 

¶ Two water  purification systems 

to bring clean water to 25,000 peo-
ple. 

¶ Emergency food  and medical 
supplies  to thousands. 

¶ Blankets and tents 
to shelter  10,000 people who are 
homeless. 
Funding, distributed through three 
partners, will increase as giving 
continues. 

¶ $300,000 has been sent to The 

Lutheran World Federation (LWF), 
a key responder and member of 
Action by Churches Together 

     The season of Lent begins on Ash 

Wednesday, February 17. As is our 

tradition, we will observe Lent with 

a service of Holy Communion and 

the Imposition of Ashes at 7 PM. 

Ash Wednesday helps us enter into a 

time of reflection on our Baptism 

and a time of preparation as we  

journey with Christ to the cross and 

resurrection. We are penitential as 

we begin this journey because we 

remember that we are mere mortals 

and it is only through Christ that we 

receive eternal life. ñRemember that 

you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return.ò 

     Wednesdays during Lent we will 

gather at 6:15 PM for a dinner of 

soup and sides followed by  

Evening Prayer at 7 PM. 
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(ACT). The funds support LWF ef-
forts to provide shelter to people 
left homeless by the quake.  

¶ $150,000 has been sent to Lu-

theran World Relief (LWR), Balti-
more, for material aid. 

¶ $150,000 has been sent to 
Church World Service (CWS) for 
construction of temporary water 
systems and distribution of water 
purification materials.  

     In addition, $25,000 has been 
sent to Lutheran Services of Florida 
for initial support to refugees and 
Haitian Americans entering or re-
turning to the United States. 

     Hope has been able to give 
money toward ELCA Disaster Re-
sponse and we greatly appreciate 
all contributions that have been 
made. If you would like to learn 
how to make your donations to 
Haiti go a bit further please turn to 
page six. 

     Continue to pray for all the peo-
ple of Haiti and for all those who 
have suffered from environmental 
disasters. 

 



LENTEN RETREAT - He Took Bread ...  

Now for 4th Grade  

THROUGH Middle 

School  

Your child is invited to Briar-
wood on March 13th and 14th 
as we sit with Jesus as "He Took 
Bread ..."  We will explore several times of Jesus' ministry - 
from His temptation in the wilderness to the Last Supper.  
Our time this year will include worship and singing, Bible 
study and small group discussion, games, campfire, bread 
making, an arts and crafts project, and all the enjoyment 
of a great camping experience.  This is a wonderful time of 
year to be at Briarwood. 
 
SPECIFICS 
Dates/Times - This year's retreat begins on Saturday at 
11:00 a.m. and ends on Sunday after lunch (lunch begins 
at 12:00 noon). 
Cost - $60 per person (additional children from the same 
family cost only $30 per person). This includes overnight 
accommodations, all programming and materials, staff 
costs, and four delicious meals. Adult chaperons are free! 
Registration Deadline - March 3, 2010 
 
For more information and a brochure/registration form, go 
to our web site at www.briarwoodretreat.org or contact 
Jon Thompson, Program Director, at 940-241-2099 (or by 
email at jon@briarwoodretreat.org.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENIORS RETREAT  

The Art of Living  

Yesterday, Today, 

and Tomorrow  
 
You are invited to join us 
for the annual Seniors Retreat at Briarwood. Designed for 
the retired, semi-retired, or still working - there is no age 
limit.  Our time this year will include worship, Bible study 
(led by Pastor Jane Mar, Bishop Assistant), interesting 
workshops, and opportunities for horseshoes, card and 
board games, bird watching with Stephanie Varnum, hik-
ing, and much more. This is a wonderful time of year to be 
at Briarwood. 
 
WORKSHOPS 
Senior Fitness - Led by "Seniors in Motion" out of Denton, 
TX. Finding ways to stay active. 
Genealogy - Chasing Your Ancestors - How to get started 
searching your heritage. 
Travel for Seniors - Hear about opportunities for inexpen-
sive travel. 
Looking Beyond Tomorrow - Information on wills, fi-
nances, and living wills. Led by Gerry Hughes of Thrivent 
for Lutherans. 
Arts and Crafts - An opportunity to try your hand at some 
new arts and crafts projects. 
AND - Other activities such as games, fellowship time, 
worship, open discussion time, etc.  
Cost 
 - $  90 per person for double occupancy 
 - $120 per person for single occupancy 
 - $  60 per person for commuters 

(These costs reflect up to a 50 percent discount 
from our regular prices) 

For more information and a brochure/registration form, go 
to our web site at www.briarwoodretreat.org or contact  
Jean Oswald, Ambassador, at 940-241-2099 (or by email at 
jean@briarwoodretreat.org.)  

The Briarwood Vine  
Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retreat programs  
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TO:   Our Hope Lutheran Family 
FROM:   Hope Lutheran Kitchen Angels  
We formally invite you to be our guests for our annual Kitchen  Angel 
Luncheon, after service on Sunday, February 14, 2010.  Donõt worry about 
bringing anything for this luncheon; it is our gift to you.  Please join us for 
good food, good fellowship and good time.  Happy Valentineõs Day to you.  
God Bless You! 

Food for Thought  

    WOMEN OF 
HOPE    

FEBRUARY 2010 
 

 

Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry: 
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and wholeness, 

provide service and means to  act on needed projects for our 

congregation and community, share our blessings and 

thanksgivings, with all glory to God our Father, through the 

power of the Holy Spirit and in  the name of our Lord and sav-

ior, Jesus Christ. 

 

MEETING SCHEDULE:  Our meetings are held after worship service on the third 

Sunday of each òoddó numbered month (January, March, May, July, September 

and November). 

 
MEETING DATE:  Our next bi -monthly meeting will be 
on Sunday, March 14

th
 after worship.   Please join us.    

 

2010 Project ð Our 2010 project is to provide prayers and spon-

sorship of the local womenõs shelter.  We will be organizing fund-

raisers and projects to help and serve these women.  We welcome 

any an all ideas and participation. 

 

 

TENDER TOUCH PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY ï Our Tender 

Touch Prayer Shawl Ministry will be reorganizing.  Shawls 

and blankets are still being produced as this loving ministry 

continues forward.  Please watch for more info in the future.  

See Lynn Sowders if you have any questions.  

 

 

 

BOLD WOMENôS DAY ï The Mission State-
ment for the Women of the ELCA is:  To 
mobilize women to act boldly on their faith 
in Jesus Christ.  The Women of the ELCA 
has designated February 28, 2010 is Bold 

Women's Day.   Lutheran women who act boldly on their 
faith in Jesus Christ are everywhere and come from all 
walks of life. Some are professionals with careers. Some 
are homemakers and caregivers. Most quietly volunteer 
many hours for both their church and community. Some are 
bold in conspicuous and visible ways while others are bold 
in quiet yet strong ways.  Bold Womenôs Day celebrates all 
the Lutheran women and the many and diverse ways in 
which we act boldly on our faith in Jesus Christ.  We will 
celebrate and recognize our BOLD WOMEN on Sunday, 
February 28, 2010. 

 

Please check out the Women of Hope Bulletin Board for updates.  

Here are some of projects and events planned for the 2010.  Mark 

your calendars!  

 

2010 Scheduled Events: 

¶ Year Long Continuing 2010 Project activities 

¶ February 14th ð Kitchen Angel Sunday, with Brunch provided by Kitchen 

Angels 

¶ February 28th ð Bold Womenõs Day 

¶ March 14th after service ð Meeting 

¶ Easter Lilies ð Order Deadline is March 21.  Order form and details will 

be in the March Newsletter 

¶ May 2nd   - Rachelõs Sunday ð First Sunday in May 

¶ May 6th ð National Day of Prayer ð First Thursday in May 

¶ May 16th ð Ladies Luncheon (Sunday after Motherõs Day) Theme:  Mad 

Hatter Tea Party 
¶ October 17th ð Teddy Bear Sunday 
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Spelling Bee Champion!!! 
 
Special congratulations are in order for Olivia Rid-
dle, member of Hope Lutheran Church and sixth-
grader at Southwest Christian School in Fort Worth. 
Olivia won her school spelling bee comprised of 
fifth and sixth graders! This means that Olivia will go 
on to compete in the regional spelling bee this 
spring. 
 
Olivia is the daughter of 
Kelly and Dustin Riddle 
and the granddaughter 
of Sylvia and Joe Cone. 
 
Congratulations, 
Olivia!!! 

Worship Assistants and Lectors for  
February and March 

Worship Assistants: 
February 7:  Carol Bottke 
February 14: Lynn Sowders 
February 21: Fred McGilvray 
February 28: Georgette Clark 
March 7: Nancy Batig 
March 14: Carol Bottke 
March 21: Lynn Sowders 
March 28: Fred McGilvray 
 
Lectors: 
February 7:  Karen Propp 
February 14: Barbara Claussen 
February 21: Nancy Batig 
February 28: Julie Morton 
March 7: Norma Hulsey 
March 14: Kelly Riddle 
March 21: Carol Bottke 
March 28: Colwyn Power 
If you would like to serve, contact Pastor Kathleen or Lynn Sowders. 

Kitchen Angel Flight 
Update  

February 2010   

 
Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lu-
theran Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide 
Christian comfort and assistance in the form 
of meals    during difficult times of illness 
and mourning for church family members.  
 
NOTE:  Our next bi -monthly meeting will be 
on Sunday, March 14

th
 at 11:00 am  after ser-

vice.  
 
We usually meet after service on the third Sun-
day of each ñoddò numbered month (January, 
March, May, July, September and November) 
 
Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our 
church secretary  if you or a church member 
may be in need of meals due to illness.  Please 
remember we canôt provide our ministry unless 
we know there is a need and we need your help 
to direct these needs to our point persons.  
Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board 

for updated information and new team assign-
ments. 
 

WANTED:   We always need more angels so 
consider this our official invitation to join our min-
istry.  We believe that God is speaking to your 
heart as you read this appeal.  Come and join 
us. 
 
 
Mark your calendars :   

¶ Our 2010 meetings and activities/projects:  

o February 14
th

 ï Kitchen Angel Sunday, 
with Luncheon provided by Kitchen Angels  

¶ Sunday, March 14
th
 after service ï Meeting  
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Synod News Briefing  
A DISCIPLELIFE SYNOD: NORTHERN TEXAS ð NORTHERN LOUISIANA SYNOD, ELCA 

Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus  

Look for us in Amarillo!  
In recent years Synod Assemblies have been celebrations of the ministry and mission that we 

share together ï as well as a time to gain insights, to become re-invigorated, and to care for 

basic business matters. This assembly will do all this and more. On April 23-25 the NT-NL 

Synod will gather in the Amarillo Civic Center to worship, to join in a Festival of learning 

opportunities, to hear from our Bishop Kevin Kanouse and our ELCA representative, the Rev. Stephen Bouman, 

to enjoy entertainment from Andy Wilkinson ï a cowboy poet, to eat BBQ, and to hear presentations from Dr. L. 

Shannon Jung (St. Paul School of Theology). Visit the NT-NL web site (www.ntnl.org) to learn more about this 

grand annual event. Come as a Voting Member or come as a Visitor!  

 

 

Three Great Learning Opportunities  
 
¶ Custom Designed: A Life Worthy of the Call  
Feb. 19-20: Expect some guidance and wisdom on questions like 

Who am I? What am I to do? from this seminar. The course helps 

you discover, discern and incorporate Godôs unique call into your 

life. Calvary, Richland Hills, $50 (register at 

dean@PLMAcademy.org).  

 

¶ Conflict Transformation Skills for Churches  
Feb. 27: Hereôs helpful information about leadership and involve-

ment during times of unrest or conflict in the congregation. Reflect 

on communication skills, strategies, decision-making and transfor-

mational opportunities. Faith, Flower Mound, $45 

(flc@faithflowermound.org).  

 

¶ The Ethics of Food  
March 20: Concerned about world hunger? Explore how personal 

food choices and public policy impact the environment, the econ-

omy, personal health as well as neighbors near and far. Walnut Hill, 

Dallas (info contact chuck.hubbard@yahoo.com).  

 

 

FYIé February Emphasis: Pray for our Mission Partners    

Program and our Journey into Lent  

 

× Synodical Womenôs Organization: Congratulations to the new officers of SWO: Leslie Dunlap, (St. John, Win-

ters) President; Parma Kersten (New Life in Christ, Duncanville), Vice President; Sharlene Berg (Trinity, Sherman), 

Secretary; and Edie Fife (Our Savior, Mesquite), Treasurer.  
× Baobab Blast is the new VBS curriculum from Augsburg Fortress. It is an open invitation to be a part of Godôs Great Get-

Together. Learn more and order a Starter Kit at www.thevbsplace.org.  

× Applications are now being accepted for Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) ï a one-year international service op-

portunity for ELCA young adults ages 19-29. Go to www.elca.org/yagm.  

× The Global Mission Lenten Series is based on the daily lectionary and offers sermon starters, pictures, soup reci-

pes for Lenten suppers, prayer petitions and liturgical resources. Go to www.elca.org/globalmission/lent.  

× The annual benefit to support Mosaic in Dallas, the Heart & Soul Gala, is set for Feb. 13 at the Doubletree Hotel 

in Richardson. Info contact www.mosaicinfo.org/heartandsoul.  

DiscipleLife  
Covenant, Temple, promoted the ELCA Good Gifts 

program as well as the Heifer Project and others. å 

Good Shepherd, Irving has a Facebook page and 

daily devotional materials on their web site. å Beau-

tiful Savior, Amarillo, took a meal to the local An-

other Chance House. å Trinity, Wichita Falls, has 

a Grab Your Hat Ministry (wearing funny hats dur-

ing shut-in visits). å St. Lukeôs, Richardson, is 

considering the possibility of a Memorial Garden 

with columbarium. å Rejoice, Coppell, put Faith5 

on their web site (Faith Acts in the Home). å Grace, 

Carrollton, has a Job Transitional Support Group. 

å St. John, Coryell City, collects food for the 

Gatesville Care Center. å Several congregations 

have hosted a visit by Pastor Kate Warn, our Pas-

tor in Residence in Sierra Leone and/or promoted 

her blog (http://

onmissionsierraleone.wordpress.com). å St. Mat-

thew, Waco, is considering becoming a seminary 

internship site. å Bethel, Avoca, has a sister congre-

gation in Sierra Leone ï King of Kings. å Zion, 

Priddy, actively participates in the Cherish Our 

Children initiative.  
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!!!ATTENTION ALL THRIVENT MEMBERS!!!  

 
 

Thrivent Financial members invited to join in $3 million Helping Haiti effort  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans members who want to make a financial contribution to support disaster re-
sponse efforts in Haiti can have their donations to one of four Lutheran relief agencies multiplied by the fra-
ternal benefit society. 
 
To participate, visit www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti and make a contribution to one of the following: 
 
Lutheran World Relief 
ELCA Disaster Response 
LCMS World Relief/Human Care 
WELS Committee on Relief 
 
Thrivent Financial will add $1 to every $2 its members donate, up to a total Thrivent Financial contribution of 
$1 million. That means a potential of $3 million or more to support relief efforts: $2 million + from its mem-
bers and $1 million added by Thrivent Financial. 
 
For questions or alternative ways to donate through this program, please call 800-236-3736. When pro-
moted, say ñdirectoryò and enter ext. 83003.  

 2010 Christmas Club  
 
Well, the 2009 holidays are behind us and our little church demonstrated what a big heart it has 
when all our hearts are bonded together.  In order to lessen this yearôs year-end money pinch, we 
are setting up a designated account for those who would like to donate money throughout the year 
towards our 2010 Christmas projects.  Please place a note on any currency or mark on the nota-
tion portion of your check the amount you wish to be placed in the ñChristmas Clubò.   
 

We Need a Few Good Men  
           (and Women) 

We will be sending around clipboards for people to sign up to help our two Trustees (Sam Ruther-
ford and Connie Morrow) keep our church and school in tip-top shape.  If we have a call list with 
everyoneôs skills listed it will make it easier to share the DYI burdens and make sure we keep our 
church home running smoothly.     

http://www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti

