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WHAT IS AN ADMVEATTHW R

As Christians, we use symbols to ex-
press visually the basic tenets of our faith
and as reminders of the pilgrimage of our
life in Christ. Symbols can have heightened
meaning for us when associated with par-
ticular seasons of that journey. One such
symbol is the Advent wreath.

The Advent wreath has its roots in the
pre-Christian practices of northern Europe.
People sought the return of the sun in the
dark time of the year (at the winter solstice)
by lighting candles and fires. As early as
the Middle Ages, Christians used fire and
light to represent Christ's coming into the
world. Using this same symbolism, the Ad-
vent wreath developed a few centuries ago
in Germany as a sign of the waiting and
hopeful expectation of the return in glory of
our Lord Jesus Christ. The wreath, a circle,
came to represent the eternal victory over
death through Jesus Christ. The ever-
greens were a sign of the faithfulness of
God to Goddés peopl e,
the lighted candles were a reminder of the
light of Christ brought into the world.

There is no one prescribed color for the
candles, although several traditions are

TS PARTY

All are invited to attend our annual
Christmas festivities this year!

On Saturday, December 5 at 4 PM you aréOn Sunday, December 13, you are invited to

invited to attend

Christmas party at their home. Please bring h ur ¢ h!

current. Four natural colored candles are
always appropriate and symbolize the Light
for which we wait. Four deep purple candles,
a sign of the penitential nature sometimes
attributed to the season, may be appropri-
ate. Congregations that use blue as the litur-
gical color during Advent would be consis-
tent to use blue candles. Liturgical renewal
in the last decades of this century has
shifted the focus of these four weeks to one
of hope and expectation of the coming of the
Christ. This hope looks forward not only to
celebrating the child in the manger, but even
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something to share and a gift to exchangethe Chrismons that we use to decorate the

Their address is 634 Raley Court,
Weatherford, TX 76085 and their phone
number is 817221-4178.

On Saturday, December 12 at 5 PM you al®sted by the youth group at church. Dinner

invited to attend

Christmas party at their home. Chicken andisit (parents please bring a wrapped gift for

more to Christés coming "'//a,}v“\/ he en:
timeT -a continuation of the eschatalogical ('é‘ ld
emphasis of the last Sundays after Pente- 0| _’A's\ !
cost. Candles in rich royal blue are symbolic L5 %‘ [ [
of this hope. Coincidentally, these two col- ?’
ors, purple and blue, have long been associ-
ated with the same ideas: the symbolic col-
ors of royal blood and of longing; the natural
colors of the dawn before the sun rises and
tiee leem shades ofdnédaighth , an d
Fromhttp://www.elca.org/Growindn- ide this | .
Faith/Worship/LearningCenter/FAQs/ Inside this issue:
AdventWreath.aspx

Briarwood Vine 2
T MET 1
TX 76135 and their phone number is 817 Women of Hope 3
237-8426.

Lector/Assistant 4

- - Schedule
Chelp degofate the Christmadtree aftéa t k i n
Wedl | | ear n a KitchenAngels 4 l's

tree!

Synod News 5
On Saturday, December 19 at 6:30 PM you
are invited to attend the Christmas Play Prayer List 6

Hvdllvpecede the play antl Samta wilkicenkedow 6
Calendar 7

dumplings is the main dish, please bring ayour child). This will be a fundraiser for the
side dish or dessert to share. Also bring a youth. For more information, see Lynn Sow-
gift under $10 to exchange. Their addressders or Colwyn Power.

7737 Nine Mile Bridge Road, Fort Worth,


http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Learning-Center/FAQs/Advent-Wreath.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Learning-Center/FAQs/Advent-Wreath.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Learning-Center/FAQs/Advent-Wreath.aspx
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The Briarwood Vine

Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retreat programs

SPECIAL RATES ON OUR CABINS FOR ONE Because of your partnership, we've had a great 2008w
YEAR! we are looking forward to even more amazing things in

2010. We have an AMAZING GeBXPECT amazing things

At Briarwood, we want to to happen!!

sayTHANK YOtb all the ‘ :
Lutheran congregations L : 1 Peace +

and individuals in our e e S e

Northern TexadNorthern Louisiana Synod.he support ?%W

for Briarwood has been steadily growing during the pas.

year. More congregations are using our synod camp (and

that means YOUR camp) and more individuals from Lu-Pastor Rob Moore o
theran congregations are supporting ugle still have a Executive Director, Briarwood Lutheran Ministries
long way to go in building relationships (ha¥®Usup- _ o

ported Briarwood by your prayers, presence, and financfaS: T0 see pictures of the dedication of our new Oak

partnership this year??) but we want to celebrate how f4¢rove Cabins (as well as the fun we had at our Oktober-
we have come. fest) go towww.briarwoodretreat.org

And to do that, we are offering a special rate to all our LUDVENT RETREAT

theran congregationsFor the next year, all ELCA congre-

gations and groups can book our cabins at HALF PRICEBECEMBER 5TH TO 6TH
= ”/ That includes our brand new  You are invited to bring your 4th

= p=—y  cabins (in Oak Grove) as well 8grough 6th graders to Briarwood

our older (and less expensive on pecember 5th and 6th for the

| cabins) in Trail's Endeor the "'Tis the SeasdrAdvent Retreat.

: Qext year, any ELCA congregaryg year we will explore Advent
| { tion, youth group, Women of

the ELCA group, Men in Missio%Xplormg the "seasons'the Sea-

group- ANY ELCA group can son of Lights, the Season of Gifts

reserve our cabins FOR HALF PRICE. This special THXIiE€ason of Songs, and the Sea- -
YOUstarts right now So call us up at 94841-2099 to son of Feasting. The cost is $60 per youth participant ($30
make your reservation now! for additional children from the same familyAdult chap-

erons are free.Cost includes four meals, snacks, overnight
accommodations, a take home craft project, and lots of
Mark your calendar now for these upcoming retreats in fun. Advent Activities will include songs, games, campfire,
2010: arts & crafts, and Bible study.

AND

1 Senior Citizens RetreaMarch 1214 ) o ) )
For more information including a brochure and registra-

T Lenten Retreat March 1314 tion form - go to our Retreats page of our web site

1 Summer CampJune 13 to July 30 (www.briarwoodretreat.org. Registration deadline is No-
] ) vember 25th.

1 Confirmation Retreat September 161


http://www.briarwoodretreat.org
http://www.briarwoodretreat.org
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WOMEN OF HOPE

\&V December 2009
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Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and
wholeness, provide service and means to act on need
projects for our congregation and community, share our
blessings and thanksgivings, with all glory to God our
Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit and in the
name of our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ.

MEETING SCHEDdetings are held after worship ser,
Sunday of each 06oddd num
and November).

NEXT MEETING DATE: Our next bi -monthly meet-
ing will be on Sunday, January 17 after worship.
Please plan on attending as we will be planning

our 2010 activities and projects.

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO??

1 Our proceeds from our sales at the Azle
Sting Fling, were rounded -up to $100 and
$50 was sent to both the Azle Community
Care Center and
Neighbor.

each month at 4 pm at the church. Please co

a warm knitted blessing.

&
W

2009 Scheduled Events

Your light and live as you have called, truly loving

ten our hearts once again. Watch over our loved

Spr Ho? gd aPHefafd abtéad. Brihd pedce to every part

» TENDER TOUCH PRAYERISBM\WEMINISTRY
—> Touch Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the first SuRgay

White or Lynn Sowders if you have someone who may need to be wr

£ =N
B &

Please check out the Women of Hope Bul-
letin Board for updates. Here are some of
projects and events planned for the 2009.

Mark your calendars!

December Church Challenge for Christmas Food
Baskets for the Azle Community Care Center

: Heavenly Father, Thank You for giving
. u%vtP most wonderful gift of all, Your
ﬁ SN our savior ejus Christ, born on

chAsad idhg aé;  Wd'sthd draises

with all the angels and rejoice this Holy
Night, as we humbly consider His birth, His life,
and ultimate sacrifice.

Ma r

May this Christmas remind us of Your precious,
unending love. Help us always to shine brightly in

one another as You have loved us all.
Send us your Spirit this season, to warm and sof-
ones near and far, especially those who protect

of our world, every room of our homes, and every
corner of our hearts. Amen. (from Living Grace)

ople who walked in darkness have seen a gre

ollie din light;
%Iels born to us, a son is given us.

Isaiah 9:1, 5

ntact

For a chi

Christmas Di

Food for Thought

In the peace of this season our spirits are joyful:
With the beasts and angels,

nner Prayer

the shepherds and stars,
with Mary and Joseph we sing God's praise.

By your coming may the hu
and may our table

Bless us O Lord,

which we are about to

ngry be filled with good things,
and home be blessed.

and these Thy gifts,

receive from Thy bounty

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

at
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Kitchen Anael Flight Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board
Decembier U dg g for updated information and new team assign-
i 4 pdate ments.
December 2009

WANTED: We always need more angels so
consider this our official invitation to join our min-
istry. We believe that God is speaking to your
heart as you read this appeal. Come and join
us.

Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lu-
theran Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide
Christian comfort and assistance in the form
of meals during difficult times of illness

and mourning for church family members.

NOTE: Our next bi -monthly meeting will be
on Sunday, January 17 M at11:00 am after
service.

Mark your calendars :
Our 2010 meetings and activities/projects: Sun-
day January 17th after service i Meeting

We usually meet after service on the third Sun-
day of each foddd numbered month (January,
March, May, July, September and November)

Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our

church secretary if you or a church member

may be in need of meals due to iliness. Please
remember we canét provide our
we know there is a need and we need your help

to direct these needs to our point persons.

Worship Assistants and Lectors for Advent WOI‘Ship

_ - December and January

\E/)Vorshlg As63|s|:tanés'i/| Gi

ecemper o. Fre cGlivra ; P
December 13: Georgette e On Wednesdays during Advent you are invited to
Becemger %2: I[_)ynn SU(%wdhers attend a supper of soup and sides at 6:15 PM

ecember 24: Dave Utec :
December 27: Fred McGilvray followed by evening prayer at 7 PM.
January 3: Carol Bottke
33232% %b?ﬁ;ngstjéwgers Thi§ year, our evening prayer will focus upon the O
January 17: Fred McGilvray Antiphons.
January 24: Georgette Clark

January 31: Nancy Bati . \ 2 ,

y y g . . * ) 6 ‘§
Lectors: ) ¢ % 7 "
December 6: Kelly Riddle ¥ o °
Becemger %g EorisSEdmdunds

ecember 20: Lynn Sowders .
December 24: Nancy Batig Christmas Eve
December 27: Mariah Sowders

January 3: Colwyn Power

January 10: Cheryl Watkins i . .
January 17: Lynn Sowders Christmas eve services will be held at 10 PM on

January 24: Fred McGilvray Thursday, December 24. Holy Communion, Christ-
January 31: Georgette Clark | d dleliah lebrati
If you would like to serve, contact Pastor Kathleen or Lynn SoW@s<carols, and candlelight celebration.
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Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus

Thanks for Another Gr

eat Yealministry together as the NT

NL Synod. Together we are supporting twenty students in seminary, a-jpastor
residence in Sierra Leone, several Hispanic/Latino mission starts, a Parish Lay
Ministry Academy with over 100 graduates, the construction of the Jubilee Cen-
tre in Freetown, campus ministry outreach at several universities including an
important presence on the UNT/TWU campuses in Denton, ministries among
people of Chinese, Oromo (Ethiopian), and Finnish descent, a medical clinic in
Calaba Town, three annual gatherings of Junior and Senior high youth; a ever
growing camping and retreat ministry at Briarwood, and a whole variety of pro-
grams and services to support and care for our congregations and rostered leaders. Think of all this, and then la
on top of it all that we do nationally and globally through our tweigit universities, hundreds of missionaries,
multiple disaster relief programs, eight seminaries, world hunger appeal, and outreach programs by the thousan

By all accounts 2009 was an active year in which our mutual su

port
and commitments made far more happen than any one of us coﬂlld

have done separately. We are people who share a common call
DiscipleLifei living within that amazing story that we speak of as|
AGoddés work. Our hands. 0

TCC Awards Pastor Ron Heimsoth

Texas Conference of Churchiethe leading ecumenical organization
the statd is giving its distinguisheéitzpatrick Awardposthumously
to theRev. Ron Heimsoth(Trinity, Fort Worth) who died August 29.
Pastor Heimsoth was a member of the TCC Board, a tireless propd
of ecumenical work, and an act
tions. The award is given #Afor

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

The Rev. Zan Holmesds the featured speaker at this gathering of
Christians from many denominations in the Dallas areasted this
year by King of Glory Lutheran Church in Dallas on January AL, 3
p.m. The celebration of Christian Unity also includes dinner and wo
ship. Hol mes i s Pastor Emeritu
Church in Dallas. He was active in the Civil Rights Movement, has
taught at Perkins School of Theology, and served in the Texas Hou
Representatives.

DiscipleLife

to around the synod

Faith, Fort Worth, is usingOpening the Book ¢
Fathdur i ng AKibsh&eChrist, Waéo,
have begun a joint effort by sharing the minist
of Pr . P &aotl Shéphesdkleing, a
Lleaunched a new web si
irst United, Dallas, offers a class oMartin
Luther: His Time and Teachingsught by Pasto
Mar k He rRejeice.eCoppellhad a
Qﬂ%pkin patch, a recyclable day, and a new o
tederthroligRrydl ddd Paftly 'NawHEpe,

Ministries F& r st , LParish Murse w
provides glucose checks and information on pj
vention measur es Gfawer

Carrollton, dedicated three stained glass win-
dows designed by youth and went on a missid
trip to Pé&oushMle Babank](and
other of our congregations) recently_ purchase
RE® fdeI b o
Midland, partners with 5 other congregations
g @fide all 500 students at the local elementa
school with a year 6s

r
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F Y | Becember EmphasisPlease pray fotutheran Social Services

X

Thanks to many of you, the recddinner FundRaisersponsored by thelission Endowment Fundgathered in the largest

amount of contributions ever raised by the annual &v&8t000 to support NNL mission and ministry.

X
the world) reminds us to remember all those in need this Christmas seaso

x  Let us pray for one another: tB810 NT-NL Prayer Calendari s o n
x ChristmasVespers Texas Lutheran Univer

Tickets are required, but free. Request tickets at www.TLU.edu, or by calli

n.

l'ine at www.ntnl .org

sitybds
ng 830.372.6317.

Lutheran Social Serviceqa part of Lutheran Services of Americ#he largest social outreach network of social services in

und

a rerouthel TLUccanpesb r at i o



