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ELCA MEMBERSHIP 4.5 MILLION, OFFERINGS MORE THAN $2.6 BILLION IN 2009

CHICAGO (ELCA) -- The Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) re-
ported a baptized membership of
4,543,037 in 10,348 congregations in
2009. The information is based on an
analysis of membership and income data
by the ELCA Office of the Secretary and
ELCA Research and Evaluation from
parochial reports submitted by ELCA
congregations each year.

David D. Swartling, ELCA secretary,
said in a report that the data indicated a
decline in membership of 90,850 and a
decline of 48 congregations in
2009. The membership decline was
slightly more than in the preceding two
years, he said.

Total receipts for ELCA congregations
exceeded $2.6 billion for 2009, down
2.94 percent from 2008, according to the
report. However, reported total assets of
ELCA congregations actually grew in
2009 by 1.2 percent to $20.9 billion, the
report said. Funds held in endowments
and memorials also increased to almost
$1.2 billion in 2009. Average giving per
baptized member grew 2.8 percent in
20009 to $492, the ELCA secretary re-
ported.

Swartling commented that 2009 was
a turbulent year nationally and interna-
tionally. "The ELCA certainly had its
share of turmoil," he said.

"During these challenging times,
ELCA members have continued to be
remarkably steadfast in their giving, and
many ELCA congregations remain sur-
prisingly healthy from an economic per-
spective," Swartling said. "We must not
forget that by the world's standards we

remain a wealthy church that must con-
tinue to look for innovative ways to
translate that wealth into effective minis-
try through this whole church to God's
world."

The secretary's report said the aver-
age number of people in worship in
ELCA congregations declined slightly
from the previous year. A total of
1,289,967 people, or 28.39 percent of
baptized ELCA members, attended
weekly worship in 2009. That compares
to 1,330,709 or 28.71 percent of bap-
tized members who attended weekly
worship in 2008, the report said.

For the first time parochial reports
asked for information from congrega-
tions about the number of people par-
ticipating in the congregation's ministry,
not simply members, Swartling said.

"Our hope is that we will be able to
develop more meaningful data in the
future based on participation,” the ELCA
secretary said. "It also will allow us to
link congregations more effectively to
take advantage of particular strengths in
their ministries."

In this new category congregations
reported 2,527,941 people participating
in congregational activities. More than
35 percent of ELCA congregations re-
ported African American/Black participa-
tion, and 32 percent reported Latino
participation.

The number of congregations report-
ing more than 5 percent multicultural
membership also has continued to rise,
the report said. "Many ELCA congrega-
tions continue to be proactive in their
efforts to be intentionally inclusive,"
Swartling added.

A BIG thank you to all who helped to make Vacation Bible School a success
this year! We had an average of twenty children participate and every one
had a great time learning about the story of Joseph and ancient Egypt! It was

such a success

t hat

next yearos

committee is already planning Jesus and Nazareth by Group Publishing as

the theme for next summer.
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The Briarwood Vine

Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retreat programs

BriarWOODSTOCK Confirmation Retreat 0 Beginnings

You are invited to the FIRST EBERr- September 10 to September 11
WOODSTOCKComing to Briarwood

on Sunday, August 1st, for "3, er, 1 da‘gpe new confirmation class in your congregation will be

of Peace and Music” (well, you get thdeginningvery soon.Do you remember in previous years
idea). how long it took to move from a bunch of individuals to a

cohesive group that works well togetheihe Briarwood

The day will start at 11:00 a.m. with a Confirmation Retreat is a great way to move through that
"camp style” worship service. Come and experience thgyrocess.

enjoyment that campers and counselors have in a fun

filled time of praise and worship. A variety of delicious By bringing your confirmation class to Briarwood Septem-
food will be available for sale in our dining hall starting aer 10 to 11, you can have a great start this yeéour

12:00 noon. Bands will start performing at noon. confirmation students will have a

e greattime, see confirmation as BEGINNINGS

Bands and individuals who will be performing includ ) ) :
Rachelle Fletcher, Planning Yesterday, My Hearts Cry, Epfjething that is fun and impor-
Jarvis Band, Outside the Camp, Scattered Seed, Some{fjl and begin the confirmation
Sondown, 3and Floodgate(go to our web site journey with a good first stepThe

www.briarwoodretreat.orgior more information about confirmation retrea}t will provide
these bands). plenty of opportunity for your con-

firmation class to meet on its own as well as lots of fun

time with the whole group. The cost is only $50 per stu-

dent (including room, meals, and programming)ult

gponsors are freeMore information, including a brochure
0 . .

and registration form, can be downloaded from our web

site fwww.briarwoodretreat.org.

Cost is ONLY $5.00 in advance (or $10.00 at the gate).
Space is limited!! (Yes, even at camp space is limited).
get your tickets today by calling 9431-2099 or emailing
Briarwood atbw@briarwood.org

This will be a GREAT event for youth groups, families, angxt Sunday Brunch

people of all generations! So make your reservations n%'ptember 5th & 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

‘“\ . “'7‘ Our next quarterly Sunday brunch

= = will be the first Sunday of September
(September 5th). Norm and Jeramy
(our two skilled chefs) present a feast
for the eyes and a delight for the
stomach at each brunch. Reservations are encouraged but
not required. Email us &w@briarwoodretreat.orgor
Executive Director, Briarwood Retreat Center and Churefall 940241-2099) to make your reservation. For more
Camp information about our Sunday brunches, including a full
menu and pricing, go to
www.briarwoodretreat.org/brunch.htm

+ Peace +
T2 TGE

Pastor Rob Moore



http://www.briarwoodretreat.org
mailto:bw@briarwood.org
http://www.briarwoodretreat.org
mailto:bw@briarwoodretreat.org
http://www.briarwoodretreat.org/brunch.htm
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@})\Y’“\ WOMEN OF HOPE ~ assist in our c—Winlgrproject to provide Christmas stockin
~ August 2010 SWWWI/ ployed military units.

Please check out the Women of Hope Bulletin £
Here are some of projects and events planned

Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry
your calendars!

Uplift and support each other, promote healing and wholeness,
provide service and means to act on needed projects for our

congregation and community, share our blessings and 2010 Scheduled Events: Year Long Continuing 2010
thanksgivings, with all glory to God our Father, through the Project activities

power of the Holy Spirit and in the name of our Lord and sav, N ) ,
ior, Jesus Christ. 9 September 19" after servicez Meeting

9 October 17" z Teddy Bear Sunday
MEETING SCHEDUWidetings are held after worship service oadbe 1hitg Pink Sunday (Breast Cancer Awareness)
Sunday of each 0o0ddd numbfe crasthas M@BAsterMowdsbrgjddt ar y , Mar

and November). 9 Kitchen Cleanupz Fall (TBD)
I Fundraiser and Project October/November

MEETING DATE: Our next bi-monthly meeting will be
on Sunday, September 19 after worship. Please join

us You Are Not Alonée Devotional by Roy Lessin

You are not alone - For God is with you.

. L . You are not defenseless - For God is your protector.
w o 2010 ProgOur 2010 project is to provide prayg[s20¢ ot inadequate - For God is your sufficiency.
v’ sponsorship of the | o adnot WO MPBcHd hssh Bulpdsesidr vour kel
Springtown. We will be organizing fundraisers anérprejectstoless - For God sent His Son to die for
help and serve these women. We welcome ayyuan all ideas and
participation. You are not without hope - For God has a place prepared
for you.

TENDER TOUCH PRAYERISB{AMMNISTW are not unloved - For God loves you with an everlast-
I . I i ve.
Touch Prayer ShaWI.Mlnlstry will be reo_rgamzmg. %%‘f@sn%ﬂpeaected, or abandoned - For God calls you His
blankets are still being produced as this loving mjpjstry continues
forward. Please watch for more info in the future. See Lynn Sow-

ders if you have any questions. " will never fail you. | will never abandon you." So we can

say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper, so | will have
At our July meeting, it was agreed that we will, as &mini§iay,can mere people do to me?" Hebrews 13:5-6

request additional funding from Thrivent Financlél for Lutherans to

gs for t

Board fc
or the 2

bert

Food for Thought

"In August, the large masses of berries, which, when in flower, had attracted many wild bees,
gradually assumed their bright velvety crimson hue, and by their weight again bent down
and broke their tender limbs."

- Henry David Thoreau

"When summer opens, | see how fast it matures, and fear it will be short; but after the heats of July and August, |

am reconciled, like one who has had his swing, to the cool of autumn."”
- Ralph Waldo Emerson
"The brilliant poppy flaunts her head

Amidst the ripening grain, H ("A\@
And adds her voice to sell the song o
That August's here again." W A)Q
- Helen Winslow 5 { '0



http://mail01.dayspring.com/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTQzMDc4Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD0yOTExMyZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTIxNzYmc2VyaWFsPTEyMTcyNTYxMDYmZW1haWxpZD1jbV9tb3Jyb3dAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD01NDczNSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&2010&&&http://roy.dayspring.com/2010/06/you-are-no
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.emtcatalog.com/images/06284.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.emtcatalog.com/product_info.php%3FcPath%3D34_75%26products_id%3D547%26osCsid%3Dpum5cnk9nvioonl7jvijaj3a36&usg=__sjqSLB2k7jS8YYrh1tQ0iJ438bY=&h=483&w=450&sz=40&
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Kitchen Angel Flight Update
August 2010

Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian comfort and
assistance in the form of meals during difficult times of illness and mourning for church family members.

NOTE: Our next bi-monthly meeting will be on Sunday, September 19 at 11:00 am after service.

We wusually meet after service on the third Sunday of
tember and November)

Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our church secretary if you or a church member may be in need of meals

due to il l ness. Pl ease remember we canbd6t provide our
to direct these needs to our point persons. Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board for updated information and

new team assignments.

each

mi n

Jessica Webb is the new team captain for Team B. Webdbve u

sica!

WANTED: We always need more angels so consider this our official invitation to join our ministry. We believe that
God is speaking to your heart as you read this appeal. Come and join us.

Mark your calendars :

Our 2010 meetings and activities/projects:

1 Sunday, September 19" after service i Meeting

Worship Assfistants, Lectors , and Acolytes  7yefve Things God Wants
or August You To Remember

Worship Assistants:
August 1: Barbara Claussen God is for you.

August 8: Nancy Batig
August 15: Julie Morton God loves you.

August 22: Norma Hulsey God will guide you.
August 29: Kelly Riddle God will not fail you.
God will be with you.
God will provide for you.
God will bless you.

God will give you rest.
God will strengthen you.
God will answer you.

ﬁCOﬂY?SlZ Eaith Hugh 4G = Ridd God will uphold you.
ugust 1: Fai ughes and Georgia Riddle ;

August 8: Chad Ramon and Brandon Graeber God will keep you.
August 15: Carson Power and Cameron Power
August 22: Faith Hughes and Georgia Riddle
August 29: Chad Ramon and Brandon Graeber 12 Things message available from DaySpring

Lectors:

August 1: Carol Bottke
August 8: Lynn Sowders
August 15: Fred McGilvray
August 22: Georgette Clark
August 29: Nancy Batig

If you would like to serve, contact Pastor Kathleen or Lynn Sowders s @ Wall Calendar or 28 Month Planner.


http://mail01.dayspring.com/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTQzMDc4Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD0yOTExMyZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTIxNzYmc2VyaWFsPTEyMTcyNTYxMDYmZW1haWxpZD1jbV9tb3Jyb3dAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD01NDczNSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&2013&&&http://store.dayspring.com/20ch28mopltw1.ht
http://mail01.dayspring.com/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTQzMDc4Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD0yOTExMyZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTIxNzYmc2VyaWFsPTEyMTcyNTYxMDYmZW1haWxpZD1jbV9tb3Jyb3dAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD01NDczNSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&2013&&&http://store.dayspring.com/20ch28mopltw1.ht
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Synod News Briefing ISSUE 8
ADISCIPLELIFE SXIORDHERN d BMVOTEIERN LOUISIANA SYNOD, ELCA
H.HB Seminarians Receive Major Awards

First Grants from the NT-NL Endowed Scholarship Fund

ife In 2007 the NINL Synod Council embarked on a plan to expand the amount of
money available in an endowed scholarship fund to support students from our
synod in seminary. Now, due to the generosity of many, our fund has grown to

St. Matthew, niusiadirec-Wdnorentdan $60,000, and it is time for our first awards.
tor, Jolene Webster, AIM, was named
Teacher of the Year in the Fort Worth
| SDOué& Savi ourhdsed®d
Mot her 6s Day Tea td
Soci al S &manuet, Ballas, &
recently celebrated its 35t anniversary
of Hispanic Ministry. a First, Temple, is
fadoptingd a unAdventd ]
Arlington, has a monthly coffee-house
concertcaledSi x Strings P “uv e Jealaine Marple (member of Faith, Wichita Falls) is a sen-

Beans. & Faith, Wichita Falls, and Trin- ior student at Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque,

ity, Fort Worth, are hosting a visit of an . . . .
ELCA mi ss Emmaauely Grand lowa. She has just completed her internship year in Sumner,

buryhad a float i n tfr sloway Hey scholarship grant will assist her in paying a por-
p ar a dGioria Gei, Garland, has a tion of her tuition in the coming year.

Bible study summer course using John
Wayne mo Grace,sAbilerde, sells
free trade coffee from Lutheran World
Rel i ef . & StYRaultChawfond,d
have been to Florida to help in the clean
up. & Y oGrach, Cdrroltton,
joined 500 other youth to clean and fix-
up homes in Parsons, KS.

Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus

Jesus Escamillglay minister and mission developer at San
Gabyigl Alvarago) will receive full tuition support for his
next year at the Lutheran Seminary Program in the Southwest
in Austin. He is a candidate for ordained ministry in the

;F%Ec]l\(l prggram.

Libby Buuck (member of Calvary, Richland Hills) is yet
another recipient. Libbyds a\
national Fund for Leaders program of the ELCA (of which

our synod fund is a part) and will cover full tuition for her

|| first year of study at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Colum-

L

2/ bus, Ohio.

As we have been blessed, now we bless others with the gift of new, energetic, and gifted leadership. Learn more abo
the Fund for Leaders Endowment Fund at NTNL.org / Partners / Fund for Leaders, or inquire with Pastor Stan Meyer
(214.637.6865) about the Fundbs DVD.

F Y | August Emphasis:Campus Ministryand the Parish Lay Ministry Academy

x Hear the stories of fAGodbés wor k. Our hands oMissionlrderr nei g|
preter to your congregation. Info contact MissionInterpreterCoordinator@ntnl.org.

x A new worshiping community called Abiding Grace Lutheran Chapelis forming in the Grapevine, Colleyville, Southlake
area. For more information contact Kenn Mingus (kenn4125@gmail.com; 817.915.8075).

x  The 8nannual Lutheran Hymn Festival is a celebration of music, featuring organ, a 150-voice adult choir and a 120-voice
childrends choir. |1 tdéds September 19 at the Meyerson in Da

x  Conflict Transformation Skills for Churches is a seminar offered by the Mediation and Wellness Team at Faith, Flower
Mound, on September 11. See the link to their brochure on the homepage of NTNL.org.

x  The draft of a new ELCA Social Statement on Disabilitiess available at www.elca.org/DisabilitiesMessage.

x  College-bound high school juniors and seniorsnight consider the proven differences in quality and experience between
large state institutions and smaller church-related schools. Learn more at www.LutheranColleges.org.

x  Bishop Kevin Kanouse is hosting a tour of the Lands of LutherJuly 4-14, 2011. The brochure is on our web site.
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SAVE THE DATES:
AUGUST

What: Free Tai Chi for Arthritis Classes

Where  Hope Lutheran Church, 4795 E, Highway 199, Springtown, TX 76092 -817-221-HOPE
When:  Friday, August 13, August 20 and August 27

Time: 6:30pm-7:30pm

Details: See flyers and tell your friends and family

Cost: Your time and enthusiasm

OCTOBER

What: Church Rain or Shine Garage Sale

Where  Hope Lutheran Church, 4795 E, Highway 199, Springtown, TX 76092 -817-221-HOPE
When:  Saturday, October 2, 2010

Time: 7:00am-5pm

Details: More details to come

Cost: Your time and enthusiasm

What: Flooring Weekend (Friday pull up old carpeting and Saturday seal and paint floor)
Where  Hope Lutheran Church, 4795 E, Highway 199, Springtown, TX 76092 -817-221-HOPE
When:  Friday, October 22, 20107 6pm-9pm

Saturday, October 23, 20101 8am-?? (Brats and Beverage lunch).
Details: More details to come

Cost: Your time and elbow grease

NOVEMBER

What: Hopeds Holiday Rain or Shine Bazaar and FIl ea
Where  Hope Lutheran Church, 4795 E, Highway 199, Springtown, TX 76092 -817-221-HOPE
When: Saturday, November 13, 2010

Time: 7:00am-5pm

Details: Open to the public. More details to come

Cost: TBA

Tal Chi for Arthritis
Hope Lutheran Church, 4795 E. Hwy 199, Springtown, TX
76082, and Certified Tai Chi Instructor Lynn Young are spon-
soring FREE Introductory Tai Chi for Arthritis classes on Fri- pe. 2y
days, August 13, 20 and 27 at 6:30 pm at Hope Lutheran. For [L
more information call Lynn Young at 817-690-9652.

What i s Tai Chi for Arthritis? ltés an anci
lot of it is now practiced for the health benefits. The health benefits are improved flexibility, coordi-
nati on, endurance, stamina, strength and r el
meditative component to it. The movements are slow and gentle so you bring your attention to

what youdbre doing and thinking. Thatds why i
your knee, for example, and youbdre moving s
stop at that point. We dono6ét say, fAKeep goin
feeling stressed, stop.o0 Each day you do a |

t
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g
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

4795 E. Hwy. 199
Springtown, TX 76082

Phone: 817221-4673
E-mail: info@hopelutherantx.org

Wedre on tie web!
www.hopelutherantx.or

Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Mills
215-280-4638 (mobile)
k.brennan77@gmail.com

COMMEMORATIONS

8/8 Dominic, founder of the
Order of Preachers
(Dominicans), 1221

8/10 Lawrence, deacon,
martyr, 258

8/11 Clare, renewer of the
church, 1253

8/13 Florence Nightingale,
1910; Clara Maass,
1901; renewers of
society

8/14 Maximilian Kilbe, 1941;
Kaj Munk, 1944; martyrs

8/20 Bernard, abbot of
Clairvaux, 1153

8/24 Bartholomew, Apostle

8/28 Augustine, bishop of
Hippo, 430; Moses the
Black, monk, martyr, c.

400

Hope Lutheran Church is a people created by God in Christ and
empowered by the HRYeSpgitizing that we are a community
of @dopleiseekingts involve all people in Christ seek to procl
the word of ®dd.wish to embrace one another as members of
Gododos f a rnhehead. We entiehvor @ laccomgigh thia s
by youth and family ministry and outreach to the community.

Church Council, 2010

President: Georgette Clark

Vice-President: Cheryl Watkins

Secretary: VACANT

Treasurer: Cheri Gobel

Financial Secretary: Carl Clark

Deacons: Shirley Propp, Barbara Claussen, VACANT
Trustees: Sam Rutherford, Connie Morrow, VACANT

Board of Education: Cindy Ramon, Carol Bottke, Lynn Sowders


mailto:k.brennan77@gmail.com

AUGUST 2010

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
110 AM 2 6:30 PM Keno 3 6:30 PM Weight 57 PM School 6 7
Contemporary Watchers Board
Worship
810 AM 97 PM 4H 10 6:30 PM 11 12 7 PM Church 13 14
Traditional Weight Watchers Council
Worship
11 AM Potluck
1510 AM 16 6:30 PM 17 6:30 PM 18 19 20 21
Contemporary  Bunko Weight Watchers
Worship
2210 AM 23 24 6:30 PM 25 26 6:30 PM Ken®7 28
Traditional Weight Watchers
Worship
2910 AM 30 31 6:30 PM PLEASE NOTE:
Contemporary Weight Watchers Sunday School Bible Study will
Worship will begin begin

Sunday, Wednesday,

September 5

September 1




