"Jesus of Nazareth, who was cruci-
fied ... has been raised" (Mark 16:6).

When Mary Magdalene, Mary and
Salome came to the tomb, their
hopes and fears intersected. They
wondered aloud about the impossibly
large and heavy stone that presented
an obstacle to their immediate plans.
Worse, what they thought lay behind
the stone was unspeakably devastat-
ing. Jesus, who embodied the hope
of God's promise in a fully human life,
was not simply dead, but crucified --
executed in the most extreme hu-
miliation, a savage mockery of the
hope that had lived with him.

But the stone was gone, the grave
empty. Where they had expected to
hear the silence of death's mockery,
they were met by an astonishing
message that the crucified one was
raised from the dead, that their hope
was victorious over humiliation, and
that Jesus lives and is leading the
way into an unexpected, surprising
future with God.

Jesus lives and resurrection hope
beckons. Jesus' resurrection on the
third day signals that God is not fin-

ished until the life of Jesus renews
the whole creation. Sinners once
haunted by the threats of judgment
will live forgiven, restored, renewed
and freed. All lives broken by sin's
injustices and haunted by death's
terrors will be transformed by joy and
transfigured into the new creation in
Christ.

You and | are witnesses of this new
creation. You have been baptized
into Jesus' death and resurrection
and have heard his promise. Your
lives are hidden in his and he feeds
you with a foretaste of the eternal
feast of joy. He will meet you in your
hope. He claims your daily work and
makes it into a holy calling. He lives
in you and sends you into the world
as an ambassador of reconciliation, a
testimony of God's incomparable
love. Jesus lives! Your life in him is
resurrection witness.

"This is our God ... let us rejoice and
be glad in his salvation!" (Isaiah
25:9).

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson

Presiding Bishop

Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America

Maundy Thursday services will be April 9 &aster services will be April 12 at 8:30 AM.

7 PM. We will also celebrate first Holy
Communion.

Please note the change in the service time.

There will be an Easter Egg Hunt for all

Good Friday services will be April 10 at 7 children following the worship service.

PM.

Following the egg hunt there will be

On Saturday, April 11 at 8:00 PM you are breakfast provided by the men of the
invited to attend the Great Easter Vigil at congregation! All are welcome.

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 4729 S.

Carrier Parkway, Grand Prairie. Pastor Ryan

Mills will be presiding.
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The Briarwood Vine

Providing Christian hospitality, camping and retrea t programs
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— Our Tender Touch
Prayer '&+( "#'%!0 1% " *" %! #)&0 ,* &' A
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WOMEN OF HOPE
APRIL 2009
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Mission Statement for the Women of Hope Ministry ~ 0## ,%) %™ 0, & &#0? %!" #%8
Uplift and support each other, promote healing and
wholeness, provide service and means to act on neede
projects for our congregation and community, share our
blessings and thanksgivings, with all glory to God our
Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit and in the
name of our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ.

2009 Women of Hope Ladies’ Brunch, Sun-
day, May 17" at 1:00 pm. Our theme is
“Under the Sea”. The cost will be $4 per
person. Make checks out to the Women of
Hope. Be sure to sign up on so that we know how
much bait/food to reserve for you and your family/

uests. Come and join us for a wonderful fellowshi p of

PH#$% & () &* +,%™-% 1 # ! HUh, food and fact finding. More info after our pl anning

#)&0 * &"1))2# 3 ) #'458# & 06 &U®5 (06 -! 3meeting on April 19 ™.

&#) ,. 3 78
« & Please check out the Women of Hope Bulletin
. ) ; ~ = | Board for updates. Here are some of projects
MINI-MEETING DATE: We'll meet on Sunday, April X
19th after worship, to plan our 2009 Ladies Brunch. é}‘ and events planned for the 2009. Mark your

calendars!

MEETING DATE: Our next bi-monthly meeting will be

on Sunday, July 19th after worship. 2009 Scheduled Events

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO?? - At our March meet-
ing, we voted to:
Provide a Saturday lunch at the Azle Habitat for
Humanity build — Date to be decided
Send checks for $125 each to Azle Care and Com- . % % ! & I
munity Center and Springtown Neighbors-to- " () * |

Neighbors + " (+ | #1,
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WIS Kitchen Angel
Y\ Flight Update
v = March 2009

Mission Statement : Mission of the Hope Lutheran
Kitchen Angels Ministry is to provide Christian
comfort and assistance in the form of meals
during difficult times of illness and mourning for
church family members.

NOTE: Our next bi-monthly meeting will be
on Sunday, July 19 at 11:00 am after service.

We usually meet after service on the third Sun-
day of each “odd” numbered month (January,
March, May, July, September and November)

Please contact either Cheryl Watkins or our
church secretary if you or a church member
may be in need of meals due to iliness. Please
remember we can’t provide our ministry unless
we know there is a need and we need your help
to direct these needs to our point persons.
Check it out the Women of Hope bulletin board
for updated information and new team

R

assignments.

WANTED: We always need more angels so
consider this our official invitation to join our min-
istry. We believe that God is speaking to your
heart as you read this appeal. Come and join
us.

Mark your calendars :
Our 2009 meetings and activities/projects: Sun-
day, July 19th after service — Meeting
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Synod News Briefing

@ 6

Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus

At the Plano Centre, April 24-26 (go to www.ntng2009Assembly)

Saturday, April 25:

DLU Registration at 8 a.m.

DLU Classes at 9:15, 10:30, 1:00

Lunch for all registrants & voting members
Keynote Address by Kelly Fryer at 2:30 p.m.

Concert byLost and Foundt 8:00 p.m.

ples of Jesus. This will be an energizing event, and

(schedule and fees) are found at www.NTNL.org.

Friday, April 24: Opening Festival Worship at 1:30 p.m.

Servant Event for Lutheran Disaster Response at 3:30 p.m.
. Open Forum on the Sexuality Statement at 3:30 p.m.

£ Sunday, April 26: Recognitions and Closing Worship at 10 a.m. :
= Using the themeDiscipleLife: Gifted the 2009 Synod Assembly will help usB
realize that together we have all that we need to live out our missioscas dif

/_Z""”J';”’ffz/_!/-/‘-

(}:’/f‘ia’{

everyone is welcome

join in on the public events listed above. Detailed information and regstrafss

Blogging with Pastor Kate Warn

On February 1 Pastor Kate Warn answered the call from the NT-NL Syr
to serve as Pastor in Residence within the Evangelical Lutheran Ghurch
Sierra Leone (our companion synod). She traveled with our own Medica
Mission Team to begin her two year ministry — teaching, preachingjia+gs
ing, helping and serving our sisters and brothers there. Curious about h
and work and wishing you could ask about it? Pr. Kate has opened up 4
so she can share her thoughts and experiences with us. Log on at
www.OnMissionSierraLeone.wordpress.com.

New SWO Web Site

The Synodical Women'’s Organization has opened a brand new web sit
keep you informed on events, opportunities and resource information. G
www.NTNLLutheranWomen.org.

od around the synod

First, Waco, sponsored Becky Fiske’'s mi
Ision trip to Sierra Leone using a global n
nas a chart to show how far she could tray
bioliflate on the money raisddving Word,

grams -GRACEandFeed Our KidsTrin-
ity, Fort Worth , is involved inWest Aid,
Eldercare, SafeHaveandBlood Drives.
St. Matthew, Fort Worth, has an annual
Wild Game Dinneas a youth fund raiser.
*H@ly Trinity, Shreveport, hosted a gather
intpof theLouisiana Interchurch Confer-
ence.Christ, Dallas, will have mini drama
during Lent of those who were at the cro

§|r@@evine, participates in community pro}

o7

ap
el

bS.

FYI... April Emphasis: Theological Education (LSTC, Wartburg, LSPS)

LYO has announced plans and opened registratioitsf@009 Youth Convo at the Synod Assembly.

The NT-NL Mission Endowment Fund awarded grants4synod ministries re
tional and health ministries across the synod.

cently in support of missipm,th, educa-

Our Servant Event at the Synod Assembly will pa}o@0 hygiene kits for use by Lutheran DisasterpRrse. We need
bulk quantities of various health items. To find baw to help contact Pr. Nancy Fisher.

Grace Matters, the radio ministry of the ELCA, witid broadcasting on Easte

r Sunday due to finaocoretraints.

Former Synod Council member, Cathy Zwernemann (Emlaballas), has been named to the Lutheran SB8eialices
Board of Directors. LSS is a social service agenitl 900 employees serving 35,000 in Texas & Lauisi.



What Goes in the Paper
Retriever® Bin

Yes, Please......

Newspaper and Inserts- New newsprint can be made from 10(
recycled paper. No virgin fiber has to be
added when using this type of process.

Magazines/catalogs- Our Retriever program is happy to take
magazines and catalogs, all slick paper. We can use all this hi
quality/high fiber paper with the exception of any paper coated in wax.

Office/School papers- These types of paper are highly recyclable. Because of the pradifieohipaper

created by offices and schools, please use the Retriever bin to recycleyailitisan. We are able to accept
window envelopes, paperback books, workbooks and staples without a problem. Shredded paper i€ accepta
but please bag the shreds before putting them in the Retriever bin. However, pleasedyclsotolored

paper, wrapping or tissue paper, carbon paper or sticky notes.

Mail — Most direct mail is printed on high quality recyclable paper. Pleasdedbgcmail that you feel
comfortable putting in our recycling bin.

No, Thanks.....

No Cardboard — We do not accept cardboard in any of our Retriever bins. We supply our mills with the
recycled fiber we collect through the Retriever program to create nespriat. Cardboard should not be
used in making newsprint due to the excessive bleaching required.

However, cardboard is a valuable recycling commodity and should be recycled.re$easeh cardboard
recycling options in your area.

No food boxes, fiberboard or chipboard Cereal boxes, soda boxes and other paper food containers should
be recycled with your cardboard. Please do not put these in the Retriever bin.

No textbooks or hard cover booksWe do not have the equipment to modify these types of recyclables in
the Retriever system. Please research other options for recyclingiénese

No Phone Books- We do not accept phone books in our Retriever bins. We supply our mills with the
recycled fiber we collect through the Retriever program to create nespriat. Phone Books cannot be used
in making newsprint. The fibers in the pages of the phone book are in their smallestdadmreot

contribute to the fiber needed for newsprint. Also, it is very hard to remove the ink froama book page.
However, phone books are a valuable recycling commodity and should be recycled in theapagpity.
Please research phone book recycling options in your area.



How To Plant Your Garden

First, you Come to the garden alone, while the
dew is still on the roses....

FOR THE GARDEN OF YOUR DAILY LIVING,
PLANT THREE ROWS OF PEAS:

1. Peace of mind
2. Peace of heart
3. Peace of soul

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF SQUASH:

=2

1. Squash gossip

2. Squash indifference
3. Squash grumbling
4. Squash selfishness

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF LETTUCE:

1. Lettuce be faithful

2. Lettuce be kind

3. Lettuce be patient

4. Lettuce really love one another

NO GARDEN IS WITHOUT TURNIPS:

1. Turnip for meetings
2. Turnip for service
3. Turnip to help one another

TO CONCLUDE OUR GARDEN WE MUST
HAVE THYME:

1. Thyme for each other
2.. Thyme for family
3. Thyme for friend s

WATER FREELY WITH PATIENCE AND CUL-
TIVATE WITH LOVE. THERE IS MUCH FRUIT
IN YOUR GARDEN BECAUSE YOU REAP
WHAT YOU SOW.
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Pastor: The Rev. Kathleen E. Brennan
215-280-4638 (mobile)
k.brennan77@gmail.com

Secretary: Colwyn Power
817-221-4673
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Church Council, 2009

President: Cheryl Watkins

Vice-President: Connie Morrow

Secretary: Julie Morton

Treasurer: Cheri Gobel

Financial Secretary: Sylvia Cone

Deacons: Colwyn Power, Shirley Propp, Thea Askew
Trustees: Sam Rutherford, David Utech, vacant

Board of Education: Christy Power, Lynn Sowders)dyiRamon

4/4 Benedict the African, 4/23 Toyohiko Kagawa, Please pray this month

confessor, 1589

4/6 Albrecht Direr, 1528;

renewer of society,  especially for Seminaries of
1960

Region IV (LSPS, LSTC,
Wartburg)

Matthias Grinewald, 4/25 Mark, evangelist

1529; Lucas Cranach,

1553; artists 4/29 Catherine of Siena,

4/5 Joy, Rockwall; Christ, San
Angelo; NT-NL Hispanic

theologian, 1380 Ministry

4/9 Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
theologian, 1945

4/10 Mikael Agricola, Bishop
of Turku, 1557

4/19 Olavus Petri, priest, 1552;
Laurentius Petri, Bishop
of Uppsala, 1573;
renewers of the church

4/21 Anselm, Bishop of
Canterbury, 1109

4/22 Day of the Creation

4/12 Peace, Vernon; Hope,
Springtown; Central Texas
Conference

4/19 Christ, Texarkana; St.
T Matthew, Waco; Our Synod
Assembly

4/26 Trinity, Wichita Falls; Gloria
Dei, Lubbock; DL Goal B:
Youth and Family
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